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Proceedings* 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING.  JUNE  23KD,  1909. 

Tlic  mcetiiiji  was  callerl  to  oidt'r  by  the  President,  Dr.  F.  L. 
Hunt,  of  Asheville,  as  follows: 

The  Society  will  please  come  to  order.  If  the  Society  will  please 
.stand,  we  will  be  led  in  prayer  by  Kev.  Dr.  K.  K.  Swope. 

Then  followed  Dr.  Swope *s  prayer. 

O.  most  holy  Lord  God.  thou  who  hast  given  wisdom  and  skill 
to  men.  that  they  may  administer  to  and  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  humanity,  thou  who  sentest  thy  blessed  Son  into  the  world, 
and  throuo:h  his  ag^oiiy  and  bloody  sweat,  reached  out  to  assist 
and  dispel  tiie  ails  of  humankind,  we  ask  that  thou  wouldst  bless 
tlds  Society  here  tonight.  Mav  their  coming-  tog:ether  prove  a 
blessing-  to  each  and  every  one.  and  grant,  O.  Lmd,  that  this  gath- 
ering may  bring  them  much  that  is  best  in  their  choseu  calling. 
Be  with  them  at  all  times.  Let  tiiem  carry  awaj-  from  here  some 
new  knowledge,  smne  ueAV  thought.  Give  them  streng'th  at  all 
times,  advise  and  help  them  in  the  performance  of  every  duty. 
We  ask  it   all  for  thy  son,  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen. 

President  Hunt :  The  Secretary  will  now  call  the  roll.  I  will 
ask  that  the  members  respond  so  that  we  may  keep  a  record  of 
those  present. 

The  Secretary  here  called  the  roll. 

President  Hunt:  Our  Mayor.  Hon.  Jdlin  A.  Campbell,  was  un- 
able to  be  with  us  tonight  to  Avelcome  the  North  Carolina  Dental 
Society  to  Asheville.  but  we  have  been  very  fortunate  in  securing 
the  Hon.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Jr.,  who  will  now  deliver  the  Address  of 
Welcome  on  behalf  of  the  City.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing 
to  you  Hon.  J.  M.  Gudger.  Jr.      (Applause.) 

Hon.  J.  M.  Gudger,  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  Asheville.  liere  de- 
livered the  Address  of  Welcome,  as  follows: 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

Mr.  President,  Gentlemen  of  the  North   Carolina  Dental   Society, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

In  behalf  of  the  Mayor  of  Asheville  and  the  jjeople  of  Asheville, 
and  the  City  of  Asheville.  I  welcome  you  to  tlu»  Land  of  the  Sky. 
The  Dental  Associations  are  of  recent  origin     in     the     United 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

States.  Perhaps  it  has  not  been  more  than  half  a  century  since 
the  organization  first  began,  and  I  believe  today  that  every  State 
in  this  Union  of  ours  has  a  Dental  Association,  and  they  are  pro- 
tected by  our  laws.  This  is  so  because  the  profession  which  you 
represent  is  one  of  the  most  important  {professions  to  the  people 
of  the  country.  (Applause.)  My  friends,  you  give  the  people 
l)leasure  and  you  give  the  people  beauty.  What  more  could  they 
de.sire  from  a  profession?  The  dentists  represent  two  branches, 
the  surgical  and  the  medical.  Almost  any  person  could  be  a  med- 
ical dentist,  but  it  takes  experience,  it  takes  work,  it  takes  energy", 
to  make  a  first-class  surgical  dentist,  and  they  are  tlie  great  rep- 
resentatives of  the  pi-ofession. 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  come  to  Western  North  Candina  upoJi 
this  occasion.  You  can  see  a  gi-eat  deal  by  visiting  this  section  of 
the  country.  It  is  here  that  you  can  stand  out  on  the  Battery 
Park  veraiida  and  see  the  raging  storm  that  i)lays  in  the  valleys 
beneath  while  the  sun  is  shining  calmly  upon  the  mountains,  and 
often  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  you  can  see  the  reverse — the 
raging  storm  upt»n  the  mountain  tops  and  the  sun  in  the  valley 
below\  The  changing  scenes  and  the  beauty  of  the  country  entitle 
it  rightly  to  the  name  by  which  it  has  been  called — the  Switzerland 
of  America.     (Applause.) 

And  my  friends,  we  want  you  to  know  that  you  are  welcome  to 
the  City  of  Asheville,  you  are  welcome  to  our  homes.  From  our 
hearts  we  extend  to  you  a  glad,  liearty  welcome,  and  Ave  welcome 
you  to  the  Swannanoa  water.  We  cannot  do  better  than  that  be- 
cause Judge  Ward  is  holding  couit  at  present  in  this  town. 
(Laughter!)  But  we  do  not  want  you  all  to  conclude  that  you 
are  the  salt  of  the  earth,  because  you  are  not.  The  ladies  are  the 
salt  of  the  earth.  (Applause.)  Because  Lot's  wife  first  instituted 
that  institution.     (Laughter.) 

Again  welcoming  you  to  Asheville,  and  hoping  that  you  may 
have  a  pleasant  stay  while  here.  I  beg  to  say  that  T  hope  you  will 
feel  at  home  while  with  us  and  tliat  the  memoiies  of  your  visit 
to  our  city  may  all  be  pleasant  ones — so  pleasant,  in  fact,  that  you 
will  vote  to  come  back  a'zain.     (Applause.) 

President  Hunt:  We  are  very  glad  tliat  My.  (ludger  extended 
this  welcome  to  the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  So- 
ciety, and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  quite  an  orator  who  will 
take  pleasure  in  res])onding  to  this  Address  of  Welcome.  I  am 
very  happy  to  introduce  to  you.  Dr.  D.  L.  -lames,  of  Greenville,  N. 
C,  who  will  now  deliver  the  Res{)onse  to  Mr.  Gudger's  Welcome. 

RESPONSE. 

Mr.  President,  ^lembers  of    tlje    North    Carolina    Dental    Society, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

I  regret  that  my  friend,  our  honorable  President,  !<o  far  forgot 
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himself  as  to  misrepresent  me  in  that  way.  I  only  wish  that  it 
were  true,  and  I  would  earnestly  pray  for  this  one  time  in  my  life 
tlie  divine  gift  of  eloquence.  How  utterly  destitute  of  it  1  feel  on 
this  occasion!  The  hearty  welcome  of  your  most  distinguished  cit- 
izen and  representative  has  completely  unnerved  me  and  i-endered 
me  almost  speechless,  hut  Avhen  I  recall  the  fact  that  I  stand  be- 
fore you  as  the  representative  or  mouthpiece  of  tlie  North  Caro- 
lina Dental  Society,  to  accept  on  their  behalf  his  kind  words  of 
Avelcome  and  to  extend  our  appreciation  of  the  same,  I  awaken  to 
the  responsibility  that  rests  on  me  and  feel  keenly  my  inability  to 
do  justice  to  the  occasion. 

We  have  assembled  from  the  various  parts  of  the  State  in  this 
tlie  thirty-hfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Noi'th  Carolina  Dental  So- 
ciety. I  am  glad  tliat  we  have  met  in  your  beautiful  city,  the  city 
noted  for  its  hospitality,  and  also  noted  for  its  wondrous  beauty 
and  the  healthfulness  of  its  climate;  a  city  that  contains  such  cit- 
izens as  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Gudger,  Jr.,  as  Hon.  J.  C.  Pritchard,  as 
the  Hon.  Locke  Craig — tlie  city  that  furnished  us  with  our  hand- 
some, eloquent  and  courteous  President,  Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt  (Applause.) 
and  that  will  furnish  in  1912  the  next  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
— Locke  Craig.  (Applause.)  Asheville, — good,  gay,  gorgeous 
xVsheville,  the  Queen  City  of  the  Land  of  the  Sky,  the  city  where 
life  seems  but  a  pastime  and  where  the  only  reality  is  death. 
Asheville,  delighful,  beautiful  Asheville,  we  are  glad  to  meet  with- 
in thy  festive  b(Uinds.  As  I  cast  my  eyes  over  our  members  to- 
night I  do  not  tind  two  of  our  most  honored  and  useful  members, 
and  there  comes  over  me  "a  feeling  of  sadness  and  longing  that  is 
not  akin  to  pain,  and  resembles  sadness  only  as  the  mist  resembles 
the  rain'-,  for  since  our  last  meeting,  the  lamented  Griflfith  and 
the  beloved  Harris  have  both  answered  the  roll  call  of  the  ages. 
So,  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death,  and  in  the  midst  of  all 
this  beauty  and  health  we  are  reminded  of  other  meetings  when 
we  shall  be  absent  too. 

Mr.  Gudger,  1  was  glad  to  hear  you  speak  so  complimentary  of 
our  profession,  the  profession  that  has  made  such  wonderful 
strides,  and  I  am  glad,  though  1  am  not  such  an  old  man,  that  1 
have  lived  to  see  dentistry  attain  such  proportions  as  it  has.  It 
has  steadily  fought  its  way  to  the  front,  and  today  it  stands  the 
equal  of  law,  theology  and  medicine,  and  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffei-ing  and  for  the  longevity  of  the  human  race,  our  profession 
stands  on  a  par  Avith  them  all. 

Again,  I  tliank  you  on  behalf  of  the  Societv  f(u-  ycmr  magic 
words  and  your  most  cordial  welcome.  While  I  am  400  miles  from 
my  home  and  native  town,  still,  I  am  in  North  Candina  and  I  am 
at  home.     And, 

"Here's  to  the  Land  of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine, 
The  Summer  Land  where  the  Sun  doth  Shine, 

Where  the  weak  grow  strong,  and  the  strong  grow  great, 
Here's  to  Down  Home— The  Old  North  State. 
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Here's  to  the  land  of  the  cotton  blooms  Avhite, 

Where  the  scuppernong-  perfmiies  the  breeze  at  niirht. 

Where  soft  southern  moss  and  jassaraine  mate, 

'Neath  the  murmuring  pines  of  the  "Old  North  State!"" 

Here's  to  the  laud  where  the  galax  grows, 

AVhere  the  rhododendron  roseate  glows, 
Where  soars  Mount  Mitchell's  siuuuiit  iiieat. 

In  the  "Land  of  tlie  Sky"  in  tlie  "Old  North  State"! 

Here's  to  the  land  wliere  nmidens  are  fairest. 

Wliere  friends  are  the  truest  and  cold  hearts  are  ]-arest 
The  near  land,  the  dear  land,  whatever  our  fate, 

Tlie  blest  land,  the  best  land,  tiie  "Old  North  State!'* 

Dr.  H.  G.  Sherrill,  of  Raleigh:  T  take  pleasure  in  introducing 
to  the  Society  Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt^,  of  Asheville,  the  President  of  tlie 
North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  who  will  now  deliver  the  Presi- 
dent's Address.     (A[)plause.) 

Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt  here  delivered  the  President's  Address,  as  fol- 
lows : 

PRESIDENT 'S  ADDRESS. 

V 

Members  of  the  North   Carolina  Dental  Society,  Ladies  and  Oen- 
tlemen : 

Since  our  last  meeting  several  im|)ortant  (|uesfions  i)ertainin.g 
to  dentistry  in  North  Carolina  have  arisen.  It  is  now  my  purpose 
to  deal  strictly  with  those  features  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of 
greatest  importance  to  our  [)rofession  at  this  time,  and  while  do- 
ing this  I  furthermore  ])urpose  following  the  example  set  by  my 
distinguished  predecessor.  Dr.  D.  L.  James,  in  making  the  comtuu- 
uication  to  you  as  brief  as  ])ossible.  The  results  obtained  by  our 
prosecuting  committee  have  been  so  gratifying  as  to  show  con- 
clusively that  our  dental  law,  covering  the  illegal  practice  of  den- 
tistry, is  suilicient  to  meet  the  existing  conditions.  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  innumerable  flagrant  violations  of  oni-  dental 
law,  many  of  which  we  have  been  unable  to  reach  during  tlie  past 
yeaj'.  Tliese  illegal  practitioners  should  be  ceaselesslv  prosecuted 
until  they  are  driven  from  mn-  state  or  until  they  have  become  proj)- 
ei-ly  (jiialilied.  both  mentally  aii<l  legally,  to  practice  dentistry  in 
oui-  midst.  While  it  may  I)e  urged  that  in  their  remote  tiehls  of 
operation  they  may  do  some  good,  vet  we  know  that  the  good  wliicli 
they  do  is  much  more  than  counterbalanced  bv  the  I'uthless  and 
slovenly  manner  in  wliicli  most  of  their  operations  are  ))eiformed. 
Hence,  1  desii-e  to  reiterate  that  our  prosecutions  oi'  rather  an  en- 
forcement of  our  law  be  continued. 

While  on  the  subject  of  h'gislati<ni  I  here  call  your  attention  to 
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(he  fart  tliat  professional  men  are  paying  a  special  tax  for  the 
privilege  of  practicing  their  profession.  This  tax  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, unjust  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  disciiraination  against 
a  class  of  indivifluals.  This  tax  is  imposed  upon  pliysicians,  law- 
yers and  other  professional  men.  Looking  toward  tlie  repeal 
of  the  law  iu)])osing  u})on  }>rofessional  men  this  privilege  tax, 
I  would  suggest  that  a  committee  of  three,  from  tlie  membership 
of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
similar  comniitlci^s  a]>pointed  from  other  professional  organiza- 
(ions,  and  that  these  committees  endeavor  to  have  tlie  next  session 
of  the  Legislatui'e  rejjcal  tlie  law  impo.sing  this  unjust  tax. 

Our  Constitution  and  By-Laws  are  at  i)resent  inade([uate  in  many 
ways.  Among  otliers  which  I  might  mention  is  the  necessity  for 
an  auditing  committee  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  act  during  the  en- 
tii'c  current  year  and  whose  duty  it  shall  further  be  to  audit  all 
bills  and  accounts  pertaining  to  the  business  affairs  of  tliis  society. 
Furthermore,  the  highest  benelits  to  the  individual  members  of 
our  society  can  accrue  only  by  permission  for  our  committee  to  in- 
vite eminent  wi-iters  and  clinicians  from  outside  our  own  state  as 
well  as  nni-  own  members.  I  am  informed,  that  at  present,  an 
amendment  to  our  constitution  and  by-laws  forbids  essayists  or 
clinicians  who  are  not  membei-s  the  privilege  of  our  floor,  except 
when  especially  extended  to  them.  This  amendment,  1  believe  to 
be  detrimental  to  the  better  interests  of  our  society.  By  this  I 
do  not  mean  to  ex(dude  our  local  members  from  participating  in 
our  meetings,  but  I  do  maintain  tliat  we  may  derive  much  and 
lasting  l)enetit  by  inviting  men  wliose  reputation,  as  educators, 
are  well  known.  Along  this  same  line  another  thought  which 
should  receive  our  attention  is  the  advisability  of  paying  the  ex- 
))enses  of  our  executive  committee  during  one  session  at  which  the 
rommittees.  who  will  make  up  our  programme,  shall  be  appointed 
and  other  business  which  propei-ly  comes  before  any  executive  com- 
mittee shall  be  transacted.  This  matter  of  payins"  the  committee 
would  be  a  small  matter  to  the  society,  while,  in  my  opinion,  it 
would  facilitate  the  matter  in  getting  out  an  early  programme. 

Recurring  to  the  subject  of  legislation,  I  would  urge  upon  tlie 
mend}ei-shi]>  of  this  society  to  take  such  action  as  may  be  neces- 
sary locdving  toward  raising  the  preliminary  educational  recjuire- 
inents  of  those  who  in  the  future  desire  to  practice  dentistry  in 
North  Cai'olina.  At  present,  so  long  as  a  dental  college  is  satis- 
tied  with  the  i)reliminary  education  of  a  student  and  tliat  student 
has  met  the  college  examination,  we  do  not  question  the  prelim- 
inary education  but  simply  re<|uire  tiie  student  to  pass  a  dental 
examination.  This  situation  has,  in  my  opinion,  done  inuch  to 
li(dd  down  those  professional  attainn»ents  which  many  of  us  are 
striving  so  diligently  to  raise  to  a  higher  standard.  Here,  mem- 
bers of  this  society,  is  a  situation  which  most  empliatically  demands 
not  only  your  attention  but  your  earnest  action.  It  is  only  by  the 
greatest  efforts  of  those  who  are  striving  to  place  dentistry  upon 
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its  highest  possible  plane  that  we  are  able  to  overcome  the  harm- 
ful influence  of  careless  and  incompetent  operators. 

During  the  past  year,  it  has  been  the  effdrt  uf  the  officials  to 
secure  as  many  new  members  from  among  ethical  dentists  of  the 
state  as  possible.  This  effort,  it  seems  to  me.  should  be  continued 
at  all  times,  as  by  increasing  our  membership  ^ve  are  able  to  more 
fully  fill  the  sphere  of  usefulness  -which  destiny  has  assigned  to  us. 
That  great  and  lasting  good  may  come  to  both  dentist  and  laymen, 
tiui  greatest  number  of  our  fellow  dentists  should  become  members 
of  tiieir  state  society;  the  object  of  the  society  being  to  elevate  tlie 
standard  of  dentistry  by  making  its  members  more  specifically 
adai)ted  to  the  work  which  they  are  called  upon  to  perform. 

There  are  two  classes  of  dentists, — and  which  is  the  greater  drag 
upon  the  profession,  it  is  hard  to  determine.  Belonging  to  the 
lii-st  class  is  the  member  of  a  society  who  declines  to  take  part  in 
the  programme  or  remains  at  home  and  depends  upon  reading  tire 
proceedings  for  his  special  benefit.  To  the  second  class,  belongs 
the  dentist  who  is  not  a  member  of  a  dental  association  and  seldom 
ever  reads  dental  literature.  Here  we  have  two  classes  who  clo 
nothing  which  lends  to  the  elevation  of  dentistry.  The  one  class 
being  like  a  sponge  absorbing  from  the  efforts  of  their  fellow  be- 
ings for  their  personal  gain.  The  other  class  being  a  drag  upon 
the  dental  profession  by  practically  placing  a  bane  upon  dentists 
in  general.  Unquestionably  it  is  the  duty  of  every  dentist  to  give 
freely  to  his  profession  the  result  of  his  special  finds  and  investi- 
gations along  practical  and  scientific  lines.  T  would  urge  upon  my 
hearers  that  hereafter  they  sliall  endeavor  to  promptly  aid  and  re- 
spond whenever  called  upon  by  the  executive  officers  of  this  so- 
ciety. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  many  members  fail  to 
l)ay  their  dues  promptly  and  wait  until  the  last  moment  at  which 
they  can  avoid  being  suspended  for  non-payment.  This  practice 
severely  handicaps  the  officers  in  view  of  tlie  fact  that  the  society 
is  always  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  debt,  which  debt  could  easily 
be  paid  by  prompt  payment  of  dues.  Along  this  same  line  of 
thouglit  miglit  be  suggested  the  advisability  of  iucrea.sing  our  dues 
by  one  dollar  per  year  as  a  special  prosecuting  fund.  The  addi- 
tional dollar  per  member  to  be  continued  so  hmg  as  pi'oseeutions 
are  iiecessaiy. 

Wliile  not  specifically  within  tlie  field  of  the  president's  address, 
I  nevertheless  venture  to  urge  upon  the  members  of  our  examining 
boaid  the  necessity  of  their  becoming  afHiliated  with  the  National 
Association  of  Dental  Examiners.  By  witlidrawing  from  tliat  as- 
sociation, I  fullv  believe  that  the  board  has  taken  a  backward  step. 
We  are  now  living  in  an  age  of  progress  and  acliievements.  Fur- 
tliermore  there  can  be  no  doubting  the  wisdom  of  an  interdiange 
of  licenses  to  practice  dentistry  from  our  state  to  another,  whose 
preliminai-y  and  dental  educatiiuial  re(|uirements  are  equally  higli. 
Tliis  most  desii-able  end  can  be  most  advantageously  accomplished 
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b^-  the  co-opcraiion  of  our  examining  board  Avitli  the  examining 
bonrds  of  other  states. 

Since  our  last  meeting  our  society  lias  been  called  ui^on  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  two  of  its  most  honored  members.  Dr.  J.  F.  (iritHth 
and  Dr.  F.  S.  Harris.  These  two  familiar  faces  will  be  sadly 
missed  at  this  and  future  meetings,  and  in  looking  back  upou  their 
lives  we  are  gratitied  and  pleased  to  know  that  they  did  much  to- 
ward the  elevation  of  their  chosen  profession. 

And  now,  fellow  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society, 
I  respectively  submit  to  you  for  your  consideration  these  thoughts 
which  in  my  opinion  most  deserve  your  attention. 

Dr.  K.  (t.  Sherrill :  I  appoint  the  folloAving  Committee  to  re- 
port on  the  President's  Address:  Dr.  ^.  E.  Turner,  of  Raleigh: 
Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley,  of  AVilmiiigton ;  Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming,  of 
Raleigh. 

President  Hunt:  We  will  now  have  the  jdeasure  of  listening  to 
the  Annual  Essay,  which  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Eubank, 
of  Hendersonville. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Eubank  here  delivered  the  Annual  Essay,  as  follows: 

WHAT  IS  MEANT  BY  THE  TERM  DENTISTRY. 

Mr.  President,  ]\Iembers  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  and 
Ladies,  Greetings: 

Tn  the  course  of  this  meeting  you  will,  without  doubt,  hear  i-ead, 
and  discussed  some  very  able  and  instructive  ])apers  dealing  with 
the  different  branches  of  dentistry.  Tlierefore  it  is  not  my  pur- 
pose in  this  paper  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of  these  sub- 
jects, but  to  essay,  briefly,  to  give  you  some  idea  as  to  w'hat  is 
meant  by  the  term  Dentistry. 

The  term,  as  we  understand  it,  carries  more  than  the  mere  act 
of  inserting  a  filling,  extracting  of  a  tooth,  or  consti*uction  of  an 
artificial  denture,  etc. 

Although  dentistry  is  not  an  exact  science,  it  undoubtedly  is 
scientific:  it  is  also  an  art  highly  developed.  To  be  an  exact 
science,  we  should  have  to  be  absolute  master  of  all  conditions 
that  may  and  do  arise.  For  example,  when  we  insert  a  filling,  Ave 
should  be  able  to  say,  witli  ceitainty,  that  this  filling  being  of 
gold,  and  gold  being  unaffected  by  anything  but  the  strongest  acids, 
and  the  strongest  acids  not  being  found  in  such  solutions  as  the 
submacillai-y  or  parotid  glands  secrete,  in  the  mouth,  and  the  en- 
amel being,  as  it  is  under  normal  conditions,  very  dense,  it  should 
preserve  the  tooth  forever.  But  Ave  can  not  in  truth  say  this  as 
we  do  not  knoAv  Avhat  conditions. — being  the  effect  of  causes,  im- 
mediate or  remote, — may  arise  and    produce    the    acids    that    will 
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result   in  the  disintegi'ation  of  the  enamel,   as  was  the  case  pri- 
mai-ily  "when  caries  was  present. 

Therefore,  our  exact  knowledge  of  the  physical  and  chemical 
properties  of  the  gold  are  of  relative  value  only,  as  we  can  nul 
tell  at  what  time  the  chemical  laboratory  of  nature  may  produce 
the  acid,  causing  disintegi-ation  of  the  enamel,  thereby  producing 
what  should  be  termed  a  relative  failui*e. 

It  is  scientific,  inasmuch  as  we  have  well  defined  principles  of 
practice,  based  upon  organized  knowledge  of  tlie  chemical  and  an- 
atomical structure  of  the  tooth;  of  the  physical  and  chemical  prop- 
erties of  the  metals  used;  the  laws  of  physics  governing  the  ap- 
plication and  direction  of  force  and  the  chemical  reactions  taking 
place  in  the  mouth.  The  application  of  these  principles  of  prac- 
tice is  Art  of  a  high  order. 

Is  dentistry  essential  to  the  comfort  and  well  being  of  Humanity  ? 

Those  of  you  who  have  experienced  the  pangs  of  an  aching  tooth 
need  not  be  told  tliat  it  is  essential  to  the  comfort, — for  it  is  a 
self-evident  truth.  As  to  its  being  conducive  to  well-being,  we 
must  go  deeper  into  the  subject.  This  takes  us  into  the  realm 
of  physiological  chemistry,  (at  wliich  we  will  only  glance  at  this 
time,)  and  prehaps  it  would  not  be  amiss,  in  passing,  to  mention 
that  incident  to  our  evolution,  some  more  or  less  marked  changes 
have  occurred  in  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  with  which  dentistry 
has  to  deal. 

To  go  into  these  details  would  require  the  time  allotted  to  most, 
if  not  all  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  papers  to  read  at  this  meet- 
ing, so  that  pleasure  will  be  denied  your  essayist.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  these  anatomical  changes  have  taken  place  and  are  some 
of  the  effects  of  the  causes  which  it  is  the  work  of  modern  den- 
tistry to  correct,  by  operative  procedure,  tilling,  croAvning,  re- 
placing, or  by  bringing  in  proi)er  relation,   the  leetii. 

Although  we  do  not  know  what  life  is.  we  do  know  what  are 
its  phenomena  and  also  that  wiiich  is  required  of  the  body  to  main- 
tain these  plienomena.  We  know  tliat  we  must  take  a  variety  of 
food  stuff  into  our  system,  by  way  of  the  mouth,  and  that  these 
food  stuff's  require  mastication,  insnlivation.  diglutition — volun- 
tary and  involuntary. — digestion  and  assimilation. 

It  is  more  especially  with  mastication  that  dentistry  has  to  do. 
In  tile  chemical  labm-atory  we  found  that  it  was  not  all  to  have  the 
chemicals  necessary  to  form  tlie  conqxiund  we  desired,  but  it 
was  also  essential  that  these  should  be  used  in  the, proper  i)ro- 
portions  and  place  them  in  such  relation  tliat  tliey  could  act  and 
react.     This  is  also  necessary  witli  tlie  cliemicnls  in  the  moulli. 

The  teeth,  if  defective,  give  us  ;it  least  two  causes  that  militate 
against  the  successful  proportioniiu'iit  and  relation  of  our  clieini- 
cals.  First,  the  food  stuffs,  not  being  reduced  in  1)ulk,  are  tiiere- 
by  )>revented  from  being  brought  into  closei-  relation  with  the 
solids  to  be  acted  njion  by  the  chemicals,  in  solution,  in  tiie  mouth; 
second,    the   failure    to    grind, — owing   to    conse(iuent    pain    or    in- 
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ability — lessens  the  amouut  of  fluid  secreted,  tbereby  preventing 
proper  combination.  Consequent  to  tbese  two  failures  we  bave 
a  lobes  tbat  is,  relatively,  but  partially,  prepared  to  continue  in 
its  evolutionary  process, — tliis  is,  in  being  converted  from  tbe 
varied  food  stufEs  into  tbe  fluids  as  taken  up  by  tbe  blood  and 
distributed  to  tbe  parts  to  sustain  life.  It  is  tlie  especial  province 
of  dentistry  to  correct  sucb  defects  as  may  exist  in  tbis,  tbe  tirst 
department  of  tbe  physiological  laboratory  of  tbe  human  body. 

Dentistry  is  esssential.  therefore,  to  tbe  well  being  of  human- 
ity. In  just  such  proportion  as  it  fulfils  this  most  important  ob- 
ligation, we  have  aided  not  only  in  increasing  the  longevity,  but 
bave  also  added  much  to  the  aesthetic  in  both  old  and  young. 

And  now.  in  closing,  let  us  ask  if  we  are  proud  or  ashamed  of 
our  profession  and  the  Avork  it  has  done.  No !  A  thousand  times 
Xo!  We  are  not  ashamed  of  what  has  been  done  for  humanitv; 
nor  do  we  shi-ink  from  tbe  task  that  lies  before  us.  Let  us  be 
broad  enough  in  our  views  to  see  and  grasp  the  truth  that  each 
and  every  one  is  striving  to  reach  the  goal  of  egoistic  altruism, 
the  ease  and  Avell  being  of  humanity, — ourselves  included. 

President  Hunt:  I  will  refer  tbe  Annual  Essay  to  tbe  following 
Committee:  Dr.  R.  M.  Squires,  of  Wake  Forest:  Di-.  J.  G.  Reid, 
of  Marion:  Dr.  R.  E.  Ware,  of  Shelby;  and  I  will  ask  Dr.  Squires 
to  act  as  Chairman  of  tbat  Committee. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  As  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  I 
would  like  to  state  that  I  have  a  lot  of  blanks  for  application  for 
membership.  If  there  are  any  dentists  here  who  are  not  members 
of  the  Society  and  who  would  like  to  become  such,  I  will  be  glad 
if  they  will  come  forward  and  get  tbe  blanks.  I  will  also  add 
tbat  such  students  as  desire  to  join  will  find  blanks  here.  They 
understand,  of  course,  that  this  blank  must  be  accomi^anied  by 
a  $5.00  fee. 

President  Hunt :  The  Treasui'er  i-equests  me  to  announce  that 
he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  members  at  his  desk  tonight  and  give 
you  a  receipt  for  your  dues. 

I  would  also  like  to  inform  our  visitors  and  members  tbat  the 
local  committee  will  serve  refreshments  inmiediately  on  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  rear  of  tbe  ball,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  have  you 
all  join  us,  especially  the  ladies. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Spurgeon,  of  Hillsboro:  I  move  we  adjourn  for  fif- 
teen minutes  so  that  tbe  members  may  pay  up  their  dues,  and  also 
tbat  the  application  blanks  may  be  filled  up. 

Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner:  I  would  like  to  inquire  if  there  is  anything 
else  on  the  progi-am  for  the  balance  of  the  evening? 

President  Hunt :     No,  thex-e  is  not  anything  more. 

Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner:  Tiien  why  not  adjourn  until  9  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning?     I  put  that  as  a  motion. 
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The  motion  of  Dr.  Turner  to  adjourn  until  Tluirsday  moruinn- 
at  0  o'clock  was  seconded,  and,  upon  being'  put  to  a  vote,  unani- 
mously carried,  and  the  meeting  was  declared  adjourned  to  meet 
Thursday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  24TH,  1909. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  F.  L. 
Hunt,  as  follows : 

Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt:  Will  the  Society  please  come  to  order?  It  is 
a  little  late,  gentlemen,  and  if  you  will  kindly  come  to  order 
promptly  it  will  facilitate  matters  somewhat. 

I  have  a  letter  here  addressed  to  Dr.  E.  M.  Lawrence,  if  he  is 
present. 

The  Seci-etary  has  some  announcements  which  lie  wishes  to  make. 

Secretary  Watkins:  I  wisli  to  announce  that  the  privileges  of 
the  Asheville  Club  are  extended  to  the  Noi-th  Cai'olina  Dental  So- 
ciety for  15  days,  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  C'onuuittee. 

The  following  applications  for  membership  into  the  Society 
have  been  received  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  each  is  accom])anied  bv  a  fee  of  .f.l.OO.  The  names  of  tliose  ajv 
plviniT,  are  as  follows:  Dr.  William  Flemins,  Marion,  N.  C. ;  Dr. 
Wra.  W.  Taylor;  T.  F.  Ashbourne,  Randleman,  N.  C. ;  H.  N.  Simp- 
son; H.  L.  Keith,  Wilmington,  N.  C. ;  A.  D.  Abernethv;  Her- 
bert A.  Mo.ss;  J.  S.  W(41s.  Cliailotte,  N.  C. ;  Oscar  H.  Mf.oi-e;  C. 
U.  Voils;  AV.  T.  Herndon:  Edwin  T.  Mason;  Geo.  F.  Whitfield. 

President  Hunt:  The  next  thing  on  the  program  is  the  report 
of  standing  connnittees.  Are  tliere  any  standing  committees  who 
desire  to  report  f 

Dr.  R.  E.  Ware:  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Committee  on  Etliics 
to  meet  in  Dr.  Sijuire's  room  this  afternoon  at  2  o'clock,  so  that 
we  may  prepare  our  report. 

President  Hunt :  Any  other  committees  <l('siring  to  report'? 
We  will  be  glad  to  hear  fnmi  them.  Let  us  hear  from  tlie  Pros- 
ecuting Committee. 

A  Member:  The  Chairman  of  that  Connnittee  is  not  in  tlie 
hall. 

President  Hunt:  Is  the  Publishing  Committee  ready  to  report? 
Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming  is  chairman  of  that. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:  The  Publisliing  Committee  begs  to  report 
that  in  view  of  the  fact  tliat  at  the  last  mt'eting  of  the  Associa- 
tion it  was  decided  to  have  the  proceedings  jniblished,  but,  un- 
fortunately, we  made  no  appropriation  foi-  tliat  pnri»ose,  and  the 
E.xecutive  Committee  and  myself  thought  it  wise  not  to  pu])lisli 
the  proceedings  liiis  year. 
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President  Hunt :  Does  the  Supervisor  of  Clinics,  Dr.  P.  D. 
i^inclair,  of  Asheville,  wish  to  make  a  report  at  this  time? 

Dr.  Sinclair:     No,  sir. 

President  Hunt :  Last  night  we  ■dispensed  with  the  reading  of 
the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting.  Is  thei^  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Association  that  those  minutes  shall  be  read?  If  I 
hear  no  objection,  we  will  dispense  with  the  reading  of  those  min- 
utes.    If  anybody  wishes  to  her  them,  please  make  it  known. 

President  Hunt:  The  first  pa]>er  to  be  read  this  morning  is  by 
Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming,  of  Louisijurg.  His  subject  is  ''Unlearned 
Men  in  a  Learned  Profession."  We  will  now  hear  from  Dr. 
Fleming. 

Dr.  Fleming  here  read  his  paper,  as  follows: 

UNLEARNED  MEN  IN  A  LEARNED  PROFESSION. 

In  former  papers  and  discussions  on  the  educational  questions 
which  confront  us,  I  have  tried  to  show  in  some  degi-ee,  the  duty 
of  the  dental  surgeon  to  his  patients  and  his  community.  I  have 
pointed  out  in  these  papers  and  upon  the  floor  of  this  convention, 
the  good  tliat  may  be  accomplislied  by  the  education  of  the  people. 
I  liave  even  gone  further  than  this  and  have  in  some  ot  the  schools 
of  my  county,  given  lectures  illustrated  with  charts  and  models  of 
dental  disea.ses  and  oral  hygeine. 

This  metliod  lias  been  productive  of  great  good  and  much  crit- 
icism, both  of  wliieh  1  appreciate,  as  by  the  former  I  feel  that  I 
have  done  humanity  a  service,  while  the  latter  has  caused  me  to 
ferret  out  a  condition  in  the  dental  profession  wliich  has  furnished 
the  material  for  this  paper. 

My  first  idea  was  that  the  people  were  ignorant  of  the  condi- 
tions wliich  so  vitally  affect  them ;  but  after  some  years  of  study 
and  observation  I  tind  that  the  trouble  is  not  with  the  people 
alone.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  so  many  seem  to  think  dentistry 
to  be  the  most  remunerative  of  all  professions,  if  has  appealed  to 
the  commercialist  father  of  a  prospective  doctor's  son,  more  than 
any  other  of  the  sciences. 

The  fact  that  the  entrance  requirements  are  loAver  and  the 
course  shorter,  has  placed  more  uneducated,  unqualified  men  in 
the  profession  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  of  the  sciences 
where  men  of  culture  and  skill  are  desired. 

We  can  not  raise  the  status  of  our  profession  by  maintaining  a 
low  standard  and  the  argument  that  high  standards  keep  out  good 
men  is  only  an  argument,  for  it  is  infinitely  better  to  raise  the 
standards  and  exclude  some  good  men  than  it  is  to  lower  them 
and  exclude  them  all. 

There  is  more  to  dentistry  than  mere  mechanical  skill  and  the 
profession  and  the  public  would  be  better  off  if  we  had  a  better 
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class  of  men  even  if  vre  must  have  a  poorer  class  of  mechanics. 
The  scientihc  part  of  dentistry  may  be  tauaht  or  accjuiretl ;  while 
the  ethical,  gentlemanly,  professional  demeanor  can  neither  be 
tauiiht,  acquired  nor  legislated. 

Tlie  idea  has  been  prevalent  that  any  boy,  without  regard  to 
parentage,  age,  education  or  habits,  who  can  drive  a  nail  or  saw 
a  line,  manifests  that  peculiar  dexterity,  that  wonderful  mechan- 
ical skill  which  necessitates  his  being  a  dentist.  This  is  a  very 
wrong  idea  and  a  grave  error  of  judgment  because  such  men  can 
never  occupj^  the  i)lace  in  the  social  nor  the  professional  world 
which  belongs  to  the  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 

The  world  will  ever  tip  its  hat  in  pride  to  that  man  as  a  suc- 
cessful ])hunl>er,  machinist,  or  smith ;  but  would  ever  ridicide  him 
as  a  failure  in  a  learned  profession.  Many  an  honest  ]dough  boy 
has  been  ruined  by  trying  to  make  him  a  dentist. 

The  sciences  of  Innnan  life  are,  by  natui'e  and  law,  the  best  pro- 
tected fraternities  on  earth  ,and  if  for  no  other  reason  than  this, 
we  should  have  honorable,  educated  men  in  them. 

In  law  and  theology  the  windd  has  but  to  listen  to  know.  In 
medicine  and  dentistry,  the  world  must  try  to  know,  and  this  so- 
ciety Avith  its  board  of  dental  examiners  is  sponsor  for  the  cus- 
todians of  the  gateway  of  more  than  two  million  Innnan  sys- 
tems, and  it  is  due  these  peojile  that  they  be  |)ut  in  tlie  hands 
of  comiH'tent  dentists.  Dentistry  is  not  a  trade  but  a  science  and 
no  man  without  a  sufficient  amount  of  basic  education  should  be 
allowed  in  a  science. 

The  entrance  requirements  to  some  of  our  socalled  "reputable" 
dental  schools  are  not  as  high  as  should  I)e  required  of  a  self-re- 
specting ambitious  carpenter.  A  lai-ge  ]>ercent  of  dental  scliools 
are  no  longer  institutions  of  learning;  but  Hnancial  institutions 
and  just  so  long  as  state  boards  license  men  who  ai-e  untitted  to 
practice,  just  so  long  will  some  college  entei-  and  graduate  them. 
The  college  is  the  place  to  regulate  these  things  but  they  have 
faild  to  do  it  and  the  state  boai-ds  must  do  it. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  in  tlie  different  state 
societies  in  regard  to  the  jiroper  standing  of  tlie  dental  surgeon, 
and  the  State  of  Virginia  has,  through  its  special  committee  cre- 
ated for  the  ])urpos('  of  placing  this  l)i-anch  of  tlie  science  on  an 
equal  footing  with  all  other  subdivisions,  undei-taken  to  prove  the 
efjuality  of  the  dentist  to  the  physician  and  other  specialists. 

This  can  never  be  done  throu*>h  connnittees  nor  legislatures,  as 
only  men  of  like  ability,  (|ualitications  and  skill  are  equals,  and 
all  the  legislatures  and  committees  in  these  United  States  can 
not  make  an  uneducated,  untrained,  unprincii^led  man  the  efjual 
of  an  educated,  skilled  and  ethical  one  whether  in  dentistry  or 
not  of  it. 

Tlicre  must  be  an  elimination  and  the  colleges  sliould  save  their 
unlitted  students  the  money,  lime  and  embarrassment  by  not  ad- 
mitting them   to  pursue  a  scientitic   course  until  they  ai-e   lilted. 
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The  course  in  dentistry  should  be  four  years,  and  the  colleges 
should  give  their  students  the  equivalent  of  their  time  and  money 
in  brains  and  skill;  as  inferior  training  can  never  be  the  equal 
of  superior  training  nor  illiteracy  the  congenial  companion  of 
culture. 

In  raising  the  course  to  four  years  the  entrance  requirements 
should  be  raised,  and  no  student  should  be  entered  uidess  he  holds 
a  literary  degree  or  has  certificates  of  learning  at  least  equal  to 
those  of  entrance  to  a  reputable  University. 

The  college  extended  the  course  some  time  ago  to  four  years 
but  on  account  of  the  clamor  of  the  mercenary  it  was  again  re- 
duced to  three.  Tliis  was  an  admission  to  the  world  that  there 
is  not  enough  in  our  specialty  to  require  four  years  of  study  to 
master  it  and  just  so  long  as  we  admit  these  things  we  can  not 
censure  the  world  nor  hope  to  legislate  prestige. 

I  would  not  say  nor  do  anything  that  would  tend  to  curb  any 
man's  ambition,  but  every  man's  first  ambition  should  be  that  high 
duty  to  himself  to  be  propei'ly  fitted  for  his  life's  work,  and  he  who 
undertakes  it  without  preparation  is  neither  ambitious  nor  is  he 
solicitous  of  the  welfare  of  others. 

Tliese  are  the  men  whom  a  high  educational  standard  would  ex- 
clude and  when  once  excluded  the  world  would  recognize  the  worth 
of  those  in  the  science  and  the  men  themselves  would  feel  that 
there  was  a  kindred  tie  which  bound  colleges  instead  of  a  gulf 
Avhich  separates  antagonists. 

We  have  not  given  the  social  and  educational  standing  of  the 
dentist  the  proper  amount  of  consideration,  because  we  as  mem- 
bers of  this  society  do  not  come  in  contact  with  the  element  of 
the  profession  nor  do  we'  enter  into  competition  with  them  in  any 
way.  but  there  is  a  natural  competition  between  us  created  by  our 
own  state  board  in  that  it  has  licensed  these  men  and  set  the 
seal  of  this  society  upon  a  certificate  proclaiming  to  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  that  they  are  properly  fitted  and  competent. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  know  that  the  men  who  pre- 
sent themselves  for  the  privilege  of  practicing  dental  surgery  in 
North  Carolina  are  of  such  a  high  order  that  one  seldom  is  de- 
nied that  privilege;  but  it  is  a  source  of  deep  humiliation  to  know 
tliat  some  of  these  with  our  stamp  of  competency  are  denied  this 
privilege  in  some  of  our  sister  states. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  best  educated  man  is  always  the 
greatest  power  in  his  profession;  but  education  means  develop- 
ment, develojiment  means  judgment,  and  I  can  truthfully  say  that 
in  my  opinion  tliere  are  more  failures  in  dentistry  today  from  er- 
rors of  judgment  than  from  errors  of  skill. 

It  is  not  that  I  Avould  exclude  any  man  from  his  chosen  work; 
but  there  must  be  a  standard  if  we  hope  to  maintain  a  profes- 
sional respect,  and  the  degree  of  that  respect  will  be  as  high  as 
are  our  standards.  The  men  whom  I  would  exclude  are  men, 
whether  ambitious  or   not,   who   are   neither   qualified   nor   compe- 
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tent  to  take  a  scit'iitific  education,  and  these  I  should  most  eirr- 
phatically  cxchuk'  until  they  are  qualitied,  no  matter  Avliat  their 
skill  or  ambition  may  be,  as  it  is  not  incumbent  upon  the  great 
science  of  dental  surgery,  because  of  noble  ambitions  or  dex- 
terity of  hands,  to  be  burdened  Avith  the  illiteracy  of  any  man. 

President  Hunt:  The  discussion  of  this  paper  is  to  be  opened 
by  Dr.  J.  W.  Carletcm.  Is  he  in  the  room  f  I  do  i>ot  see  him,, 
and  will  ask  Dr.  Betts  to  open  the  discussion  in  his  stead. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Betts,  of  Greensboro:  I  thank  you  for  the  compliment, 
but  must  say  that  I  do  not  feel  Avell  prei)ared  to  open  the  discus- 
sion, not  knowing  that  I  would  be  called  upon.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  i)apers  I  have  lieard  in  a  long  time.  I  would  like  to  make 
that  as  a  beginning.  Dr.  Fleming  always  gives  us  a  paper  upon 
which  he  puts  thought  and  a  great  deal  of  careful  consideration. 
He  always  expresses  himself  clearly.  If  I  liad  known  that  I  wai- 
to  open  the  discussion  of  the  paper  I  would  have  taken  some  notes 
as  it  was  read.  However,  I  don't  think  I  heard  anything  in  it 
tliat  I  especially  like  to  take  issue  with  him  upon.  Fi'om  tliat 
standpoint  I  think  the  paper  is  a  mistake.  I  think  a  paper  ought 
always  to  stir  up  somebody  to  antagonism.  If  everybody  wrote 
papers  that  we  could  endorse  and  apjirove,  we  wouldn't  learn  very 
much.  I  think  it  is  well  for  us  to  consider  very  carefully  this  sub- 
ject that  he  has  written  so  well  about.  This  day  of  commercialism 
stirs  up  competition  in  every  line,  and  Avith  all  diu>  respect  to  the 
representatives  of  our  colleges  liere — and  they  repi-esent  our  best 
colleges — with  all  due  respect  to  them,  I  feel  no  hesitancy  in  say- 
ing that  some  of  our  colleges  are  mere  financial  institutions,  as  Dr. 
Fleming  chose  to  term  them — I  mean  from  our  ]>oint  of  vieAv  from 
this  distance,  at  least.  There  are  some  young  men  Avho  are  grad- 
uated from  so-called  dental  colleges  who  are  really  not  fit  to  a.s- 
sociate  with  gentlemen  such  as  om-  State  can  boast  of — I  mean  the 
members  of  the  Association.  I  feel  proud  of  the  personnel  of  the 
Dental  Association  in  this  State.  I  do  not  mean  in  saying  this, 
to  reflect  u])on  any  of  the  dentists  who  are  not  meinl)ers.  T  think 
that  any  man  Avho  casts  his  lot  with  us  owes  it  to  us  and  to  him- 
self to  join  us  in  llie  operation  of  our  work  here  today.  I  tliiiik 
yon  will  agree  Avith  me  on  that.  Why  don't  you  clap?  (Ai>j>lause) 
Much  oljliged.  The  man  who  enters  a  profession  such  as  ours 
should  be  prepared  to  be  the  best,  to  measure  up  with  the  very 
best  in  the  i)rofession.  He  ouglit  to  liave  ambiti(ni  along  this  line. 
A  man  is  fearfidly  handicapped,  if  he  but  knew  it,  if  he  has  not 
an  education,  or  at  k'ast  educati<uial  (jualitications  enough  to  give 
him  an  entree  into  society.  I  feel  soi-ry  for  many  of  the  dentists 
in  this  State  situated  in  our  best  towns,  who  iiav<'  no  education, 
aud  by  reason  of  tliat  fact  have  no  acquaintance  with  their  patients 
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except  an  office  acquaintance.  They  are  not  admitted  to  social  cir- 
cles at  all.  If  they  had  an  education  and  the  policy  and  tact  that 
education  brinos  with  it,  tliey  would  have  an  entree  into  the  best 
society  in  the  State. 

So  far  as  passing  the  Boards  of  Dental  Examiners  is  concerned, 
it  doesn't  require  a  gieat  deal  of  training  to  pass  the  average 
Board.  Fortunately,  for  a  great  many  of  us,  they  do  not  make 
education  a.  requirement.  If  a  man  can  ansAver  the  questions  that 
are  supposed  to  be  quite  practical  and  along  the  line  of  work  with 
which  Ave  have  to  be  thoroughly  ac([uainted.  fortunately  for  most 
of  us,  Ave  can  pass  the  Examiners  and  have  license  to  practice. 
How  much  better  it  Avould  be  if  our  institutions  Avould  require  ed- 
ucational qualitlcation  before  they  were  alloAved  to  matriculate. 
As  to  the  course  being  three  or  four  years.  I  am  not  Avell  advised 
along  that  line.  Dr.  Gray  can  probably  advise  us  on  that.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  nil  I  Avill  say  right  noAv. 

Dr.  Hughes:  1  feel  it  is  my  duty,  in  behalf  of  the  college  I 
represent,  to  speak  upon  this  subject,  as  it  luis  been  brouglit  up. 
NoAv,  understand  my  position,  gentlemen.  I  do  not  say  that  we 
should  not  liave  educational  requirements  and  that  our  ideals 
should  not  be  the  very  highest,  but  Avere  you  to  take  the  members 
of  this  Association  as  they  sit  in  the  liall  today  and  ask  each  and 
every  one  of  them  if  he  had  a  degi-ee  from  a  college  or  university 
before  he  Avas  alloAved  to  become  a  dentist,  you  Avouldn't  haA'e  a 
span  of  them.  The  best  dentists  of  today  are  men  of  common 
scliool  education.  It  is  in  demand  as  to  the  staiuling  he  Avill  make, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  a  man  to  have  education  to  take  the 
course  in  dentistry  as  it  is  taken  in  the  colleges  today.  I  Avould 
be  glad  to  say  to  you  lliat  tlie  entrance  examination  of  each  and 
every  college  who  is  a  member  of  the  National  Association  is  the 
same.  There  is  an  educational  requirement.  I  admit  that  some 
schools  are  not  so  strict  in  this  as  others.  I  do  not  say  tliat  they 
should  not  be  educated  before  going  into  the  Society,  but  should 
you  require  them  to  have  an  education  you  Avould  debar  a  great 
many  of  us  from  i^assing,  because  a  great  many  of  us  couldn't 
do  it.     *     *     * 

There  is  one  thing  that  I  am  glad  to  call  your  attention  to.  and 
that  is  that  the  class  of  men  Avho  are  entering  our  dental  colleges 
today  gets  better  each  year.  The  class  that  Ave  take  in  one  year  is 
of  a  higher  class  than  the  year  preceding.  The  representatives 
of  other  colleges  here  today  Avill  agree  Avith  me,  I  am  sure.  Each 
year  the  scliools  are  trying  to  give  a  higiier  education  along  these 
lines.  If  Ave  had  dentists  Avith  college  degrees  before  they  en- 
tered tlie  dental  colleges,  those  men  could  become,  if  it  Avas  in  de- 
mand, high  class  dentists.  We  haA-e  no  position  for  all  of  the 
men  that  the  public  needs  for  men  of  that  class.  In  evei-y  line  of 
Avork,  in  every  piofession.  Ave  haAe  men  of  every  grade,  men  to 
fill  every  place.     And  should  we  go  strictly  to  the  requirements  of 
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a  college  degree,  we  could  not   fill  some  places,  especially  in   the 
rural  distiicts. 

I  congratulate  Dr.  Fleming  on  his  paper  and  his  ideals.  They 
are  high,  and  such  that  each  and  every  one  of  us  should  strive 
to  attain.  I  hope  that  in  the  future  only  men  of  the  class  that  we 
most  desire  can  come  into  the  profession.  It  is  a  profession  tliat 
is  renowned  for  liaving  made  the  most  marked  progress  of  any 
profession  in  the  last  five  years.  "We  may  well  he  pi-oud  of  it.  In 
looking  back  only  a  few  years,  we  will  note  that  blacksmiths  and 
barbers  were  the  men  who  eased  the  suffering,  and  the  physician 
was  the  man  who  carried  a  rusty  pair  of  forceps  in  the  bottom 
of  his  buggy  to  allay  suffering  and  pain.  Our  profession  is  going 
upward  and  onward.  Yet  we  cannot  be  too  rigid  in  our  discrim- 
inations. I  would  like  to  know  how  many  men  we  have  hero 
who  had  a  college  or  university  degree  before  he  entered  the  den- 
tal college.  I  have  said  a  number  of  times  that  the  personnel  of 
the  North  Carolina  Association  is  the  highest  tliat  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  with.  My  practice  and  main  interests  are 
with  Georgia,  but  my  main  pleasure  is  in  North  Carolina  and  her 
progress.  I  am  a  tar  heel  and  I'm  proud  of  it.  (Applause.)  And 
I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  onward  and  ujiward  movements  that 
it  has  always  showed. 

President  Hunt:     Any  further  discussion? 

Dr.  Whitsett,  of  Greensboro:  I  think  we  have  a  wrong  impres- 
sion of  this  question.  Dr.  P)etts  said  he  could  not  take  issue  with 
the  paper.  I  do  take  issue  witli  one  feature.  Dr.  Fleming  said 
that  the  course  ought  to  be  made  four  years.  I  don't  think  it 
ought  to  be  three  or  four  or  two  years.  I  tliink  the  value  should 
be  put  on  a  man's  brain,  and  not  so  much  stress  on  the  number  of 
years.  I  think  Dr.  Fleming's  suggestion,  if  followed,  would  debar 
our  professional  men.  A  dental  college  cannot  furnish  a  man 
enough  to  do  lor  four  years  to  keep  liim  occupied.  If  he  is  well 
up  in  chemistry  and  all  the  otlier  necessary  branches,  all  that  he 
needs  to  do  is  to  train  Ijis  hands  in  the  mode  of  jM-actice.  Wliy 
do  we  want  to  make  tliat  man  go  there  and  .spend  four  years  in 
frittering  away  his  time  when  he  could  go  out  and.be  of  benefit 
to  hunuuiity.  You  are  placing  the  man  from  tlie  plougii  and  tlie 
college  man  on  an  equality  when  you  make  such  requirements.  It 
might  take  the  man  from  the  plougli  four  years,  but  tlie  college 
man  could  perhai)s  pass  the  examination  in  one  year.  I  say  put 
more  value  on  brains  and  not  so  much  on  the  number  of  yeais. 
I  think  if  we  did  that  we  could  have  both  learned  and  skilled  men 
in  the  profession. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Jolmson,  of  Goldshoro:  I  doii'l  want  to  talk  about 
this  thing  much.  Tliere  is  niiu-h  in  tlie  i)aper  that  pleases  me. 
While  Dr.  Fleming  and  I  have  not  always  agreed  as  to  the  differ- 
ent modes  of  dentistry,  still  I  would  like  to  say  that  he  has  given 
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us  one  of  the  best  papers  that  I  have  evei-  heard,  and  while  I 
cannot  take  issue  with  Dr.  Fleming  on  anything  that  he  has  said, 
T  certainly  can  take  issue  with  some  of  the  subjects  that  he  has 
discussed. 

Now  the  condition  in  my  mind,  as  brought  up  by  Dr.  Fleming 
reminds  me  of  the  stoi-y  of  Pat  and  his  goat.  The  goat  ate  every- 
thing on  the  place,  without  regard  to  substance  or  quality.  Among 
other  things,  lie  ate  Pat's  red  shirt,  and  Pat,  being  very  angry 
with  the  goat  for  this  took  him  and  put  him  on  the  railroad  track 
so  tliat  the  approaching  train  might  run  over  and  kill  him.  In 
order  to  be  sure  of  his  death,  Pat  tied  him  on  the  track.  After 
a  while  Pat  saw  the  train  coming  and  he  rejoiced  in  the  act  he 
Avas  about  to  bring  about,  but  the  goat  saw  the  train  coming  too 
and  he  coughed  ny)  the  red  shirt,  much  to  Pat 's  consternation,  and 
llagiied  the  train,  and  tlie  engineer  seeing  the  danger  signal  sto])- 
]>ed  the  train  and  the  goat  was  saved.  Now  the  profession  cannot 
divest  itself  of  the  goats,  and  the  goats  certainly  cannot  all  dis- 
gorge red  shirts  to  use  in  warding  off  danger.  What  onr  brother 
Hughes  has  said  is  true.  A  great  many  of  us  deserve  credit  for 
entering  college  without  the  necessary  requirements,  but  the  fact 
renuiins  that  the  educational  requirements  sliould  be  lived  up  to. 
We  all  know  that  the  colleges  did  increase  their  coarse  to  four 
years,  and  then  they  satisfied  themselves  by  increasing  the  tuition 
and  sliortening  the  course.  (Ap])lause. )  And  we  all  knoAV  that 
most  any  old  thing  can  enter  a  dental  college.  We  might  as  Avell 
face  that  fact  squarely.  Any  old  thing,  so  long  as  it  has  the  price, 
can  enter  a  dental  college.  (Laughter.)  And  it  is  a  fact  that 
they  will  grant  a  man  his  diploma,  often  when  he  doesn't  deserve 
it.  The  only  thing  that  the.  college  wants  is  that  by  some  means 
the  gradute  may  get  by  the  State  Hoard.  It  is  all  right  then.  Of 
course,  they  don't  want  them  to  flunk.  It  is  nothing  but  human 
nature.  If  the  requirements  are  not  high  enough  we  should  ele- 
vate them.  Some  of  our  dental  colleges  are  rotten,  rotten  in  tlie 
top,  and  evei-y  man  should  h»ve  liis  alma  mater,  and  I  do  mine, 
the  University  of  Maryland,  but  I  am  right  here  to  state  that  that 
institution  has  barnacles  on  it.     *     *     * 

Some  three  or  four  years  ago  1  was  on  a  visit  to  Baltimore  and 
dropped  around  to  the  college,  and  I  was  watching  a  young  man 
from  South  Carolina  i)ut  on  a  sjiecimen  gold  hlling.  and  he  called 
up  the  Assistant  Professor  of  Operative  Dentistry,  (I  believe  he  is 
now  Lecturing  Professor),  and  he  asked  him  about  that  cavity  he 
had  made,  and  he  looked  at  it  and  said,  "Oh.  well,  that  cavity  is, 
ah —  deficient  in  character."  Well,  the  young  man  looked  at  him 
and  I  looked  at  the  young  man.  How  many  dental  students  know 
any  tiling  about  character  in  a  cavity?  (Laughter.)  Or  any  other 
kind  of  character,  for  that  matter.  Then  he  looked  over  at  me  in 
a  superior  sort  of  way  and  said.  "Perhaps  Dr."  Johnson  over  there 
can  tell  us  something  about  it."  The  young  man  turned  to  me 
and  asked  what   I  knew  about  the  needs  of  the  character  of  the 
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cavit.v,  and  I  told  jiini  I  didn't  know  a  darn  thing  about  it.  but 
that  T  could  t(41  him  one  thing,  and  that  was  unless  he  cut  some 
retaining  points  or  grooves  in  it  notliing  in  the  world  would  stick 
in  it  unless  it  was  royal  glue.  (Laughter.)  I  looked  in  his  in- 
strument case  for  a  suitable  burr,  and  about  the  smallest  thing 
that  fellow  had  Avas  a  No.  6,  and  it  was  slick — about  as  slick  as 
the  top  of  my  head.  (Laughter.)  Now  there  was  the  professor 
jiosing  and  talking  al)out  "'character"!  And  tliere  are  otlier  men 
in  the  institution  who  have  gotten  so  old  that  they  are  not,  titted 
to  and  do  not  care  to  adopt  the  more  practical  ideas  of  today.  I  am 
only  talking  about  the  institution  that  I  am  familiar  with.  They 
are  so  egotistical  that  they  have  gotten  tlie  impi-ession  that  they 
should  establish  the  field  of  requirements,  when,  if  the  truth  were 
known,  they  are  really  not  keeping  abreast  of  the  times — actually 
making  old  oi)en  face  crowns  instead  of  making  a  hood  and  cast 
crown.  Bringing  up  men  who  cannot  tell  yon  anything  about  in- 
lay. Back  numbers!  One  of  the  professors  said  about  Ascher's 
Artificial  Enamel,  "you  might  as  well  be  pouring  hot  grease  into 
a  rat  hole."  When  asked  how  many  lie  placed,  he  said  "One". 
Now  when  one  of  our  professors  has  only  made  one  filling  of  that 
kind,  do  you  think  he  is  capable  of  and  proficient  enough  to  teach 
dentisti-y?  They  sit  up  in  their  dignity  and  do  not  know  wliat  is 
going  on  out  in  the  field  of  the  Societies.  That  is  where  our  pio- 
fession  gets  its  growth.  You  have  got  to  attend  the  meetings  and 
read  the  pajiei-s  to  kee]>  abreast.  This  state  of  affairs  reminds  me 
very  much  of  the  North  American  Indian  that  saw  a  fast  flying 
passenger  train  going  through  tlie  [>lains  and  lassoed  the  smoke- 
stack. The  eugiueei-  looked  out  and  said,  "Indian,  1  admire  your 
pluck,  but  damn  your  judgment.'' 

Now  unless  they  recognize  these  facts,  not  only  my  alma  mater, 
but  all  the  colleges  in  the  States  will  ruin  their  prospects.  Let 
them  do  away  with  the  commercial  idea!  They  are  in  it  strictly 
for  the  money.  The  idea  of  keeping  up  the  tone  of  the  Society 
never  enters  into  their  heads.  Why  I  can  take  a  ^|^o.00  bill  and 
buy  the  jdan  of  salvation  from  the  dean  of  my  college.  (Laughter.) 
And  every  member  of  that  institution  will  1)ear  me  out  in  that 
fact,  if  they  ai-e  honest.  If  tliey  will  get  up  here  and  gi\e  an  hon- 
est, open  opinion,  tliey  will  bear  me  out  in  that.  Give  liim  five 
mighty  d<dlars  for  his  quiz  and  that  means  100  on  examination! 
You  all  know  that  it  does.  That  is  tlie  way  dentistry  is  taught  in 
the  fnited  States,  in  some  particular  institutions.  That  is  all  I 
have  to  say,  gentlemen. 

Dr.  Hughes:  Will  you  allow  me  just  one  word  in  reply  to  Dr. 
Johnson?  So  far  as  any  otlier  college  is  concerned.  I  liavc  noth- 
ing to  say,  except  as  to  the  Atlanta  Dental  College.  And  I  will 
say  this:  We  do  not  treat  our  students  as  he  mentioned.  I  am  in 
charge  of  the  opperatory  in  that  college  and  we  have  a  number 
of  demonstrators.     I   am   not   bv   mvself.     We   have   a   number   to 
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watcli  the  students.  The  patient  is  assigned  to  the  student.  lie 
is  then  required  to  prepare  the  cavity.  We  examine  and  ci'itieise 
the  cavity  and  give  him  what  assistance  we  can  and  require  him  to 
tinish  the  tilling.  As  to  the  east  inlay,  hood  abutments,  etc.,  they 
az'e  in  the  requirements,  and  he  is  required  to  put  in  a  certain 
amount  of  bridge  work,  etc..  before  he  is  ever  allowed  to  come  up 
for  examination.  So  far  as  tlie  tinancial  part  of  it  is  concerned,  I 
say  to  you  candidly  that  those  men  are  above  those  things.  As  to 
the  financial  j>art  of  it,  we  have  no  dental  school  today  tliat  could 
run  witliout  the  support  of  the  students.  If  we  didn't  have  col- 
leges we  couldn't  have  dentists,  and  we  couldn't  have  colleges  with- 
out the  financial  support  of  the  men.  The  colleges  make  sonic 
money  out  of  it,  but  if  you  could  go  there  today  and  look  over  the 
books,  you  would  be  surprised  to  see  what  a  little  amount  of  money 
they  really  make.  They  are  always  working  to  build  up  the  col- 
lege and  trying  to  turn  out  better  men  each  year,  more  eligible 
and  more  desirable  men.  And  I  do  take  issue  in  regard  to  my 
college. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron.  of  Xewberne:  I  think  that  Dr.  Fleming  has 
given  us  a  very  excellent  paper,  and  to  me  it  was  a  very  interesting 
paper.  I  think  that  his  ideas  are  along  the  right  lines.  And, 
since  the  question  of  character  in  tlie  ]>rofessors  and  deans  of  our 
dental  colleges  has  been  raised.  I  think  it  fitting  to  say  tliat  we 
find  as  much  character  in  that  class  of  men  as  in  any  other  class. 
and  as  far  as  tlie  dentists  are  concerned  as  a  class,  I  think  we  con 
boast  as  good  chai-acter  as  other  professions,  as  far  as  tliat  part 
of  it  is  eoneerned.  Of  coui-se,  this  is  denominated  a  commercial 
age.  and  it  is  ])ro]ierly  so  denominated.  Still.  I  do  not  concede 
that  we  are  entirely  commercial,  and  I  do  not  agree  with  the  state- 
ment that,  taking  our  dental  colleges  as  a  whole  that  you  can 
buy  your  way  to  tlie  goal  of  success,  so  far  as  the  college  is  con- 
cerned, with  a  ^"i.OO  bill.  I  do  believe  there  are  colleges  that  ijever 
will  bow  the  knee  to  Baal,  so  far  as  that  part  of  it  is  concerned. 
A  man  has  to  make  liis  way  througli  in  order  to  pass  his  exam- 
ination and  he  has  got  to  l)e  competent.  I  think  that  is  the  case 
as  a  rule.  Of  course,  thei'e  may  be  exceptions.  Where  those  ex- 
cei)tions  are  found.  T  tliink  it  is  tlie  duty  of  this  Society  to  inves- 
tigate and  stamp  them  out — to  encourage  the  good  and  stamp  out 
the  bad.      (Applause.) 

Dr.  Gray:  It  is  not  with  reference  to  my  school  that  I  speak. 
I  get  up  because  a  stranger  to  most  of  you.  T  think  the  paper  is 
an  excellent,  ideal  paper — one  that  cannot  be  fulfilled.  I  do  not 
tliink  we  should  have  collegiate  eduactional  requirements.  There 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  students  to  enter  the  colleges 
today  to  keep  two  schools  going  with  a  good  number  of  students, 
and  there  would  not  be  enough  in  the  medical  school.  The  time 
is  not  ripe  and  the  ti-utli  of  the  matter  is  a  man  does  not  need 
more  than  a  good  high  school  education  to  practice  dentistry.     We 
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are  ahvays  prating'  about  failure  to  be  recognized.  Is  it  the  fault 
of  the  colleges'?  I  think  some  gentleman  here  said  if  we  mu^t 
slight  any  part  of  the  work  it  should  be  the  mechanics  of  den- 
tistry, to  the  practical  line.  Now,  that  is  a  mistake  that  we  have 
grown  into.  A  few  years  ago  the  halloo  went  up  all  over  the 
country,  "Give  these  boys  more  practical  work  and  not  so  much 
of  the  sciences."  Now  if  you  will  only  think  one  minute,  thereby 
hangs  the  tale  with  reference  to  the  four  years'  course.  The  peo- 
ple had  not  enougii  to  teach  in  the  four  years'  course  and  they 
recognized  that  fact.  They  were  driven  to  tlie  four  years'  course 
by  the  profession  all  over  this  country,  and  were  forced  to  go  to 
it.  And  then  they  found  tliey  had  nothing  to  put  in  it.  But  the 
profession,  the  colleges  are  becoming  wide  awake  on  the  subject 
of  the  science  of  dentistry  *  *  *  So  he  stated  "Cut  out  some 
of  your  anatomy  and  physiology  and  take  time  to  till  a  tooth.'' 
Most  any  man  can  learn  to  fill  a  tootli,  l)ut  lie  knows  nothing  about 
the  todtli  after  he  has  filled  it.  So  I  say,  Give  us  the  sciences! 
(Applause.)  Wliat  we  need  today  is  to  go  1)ack  and  study  anat- 
omy, histology  and  bacteriology.  That  is  the  Avhole  educational 
system  in  dentistry.  And  if  we  ai'c  not  a  bi-anch  of  the  medical 
profession  we  are  a  lot  of  blacksmiths.  (Applause.)  If  we  would 
lalk  about  it  and  look  at  it  as  a  medical  [trofessiou  \vt'  would  get 
ah)ng  better.  We  have  got  it  to  do.  The  medical  j)rofcssion  are 
taught  the  science  of  medicine,  and  tlien  if  they  want  to  they  take 
a  .special  course  in  their  branch,  but  we  must  separate  ours  and  go 
off  and  take  tecluiique  for  a  year  and  something  else  for  a  year 
or  two.  But  we  need  to  stress  first  the  sciences  that  we  are  bas- 
ing our  technique  upon.  I  have  seen  men  g'o  to  the  chair  and  fail 
to  di;ignose  the  simplest  case  of  pathology  when  tlie  mouth  is 
full  of  it.  Take  the  colleges  and  they  teach  no  pathology  except  a 
little  oral  pathology  and  that  is  a  little  about  tooth  pulse,  and  the 
student  cannot  study  that  without  taking  otlier  parts  of  it.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  is  there  ai'e  few  of  us  who  can  diagnose  the 
different  troubles  in  the  mouth.  How  many  of  us  can  do  it.  and 
yet  we  go  blundering  along  and  cannot  diagnose  different  condi- 
tions,— for  instance,  cancer,  and  we  are  resixtnsible  for  many  such 
patients.  I  recall  very  distinctly  a  man  treating  a  ease  of  pyorrliea 
in  my  town.  He  was  a  distinguished  dentist,  too.  and  he  was 
going  to  treat  it  from  day  to  day,  and  it  linally  turned  out  to 
be  a  case  of  cancel-.  Had  that  man  been  educated  in  pathology 
as  he  should  liave  been  lie  Avoiild  have  recognized  it  in  the  con- 
ditions. He  was  responsible  for  that  woman's  death,  in  a  great 
measure,  because,  had  he  understood  it  in  the  beginning,  he  would 
liave  been  able  to  show  that  patient  what  to  do.  If  he  had  had 
that  bone  removed  he  might  have  saved  her  life.  One  of  the  great 
draw  backs  in  the  dental  profession  today  is  that  we  run  after  the 
medical  profession  1o  help  us  out  too  much.  1  don't  believe  tliat 
the  time  is  ripe  for  the  four  years'  course  yet.  We  tried  that  once 
before  and  had  to  renig,  a.s  those  people  wlio  play  cards  say.     Of 
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course,  I  don't  play.  (Laughter.)  We  are  teaching  nearly  as 
many  years  as  the  medical  profession.  We  are  teaching  thirty- 
two  weeks.  The  medical  profession,  or  i-ather  the  schools,  nearly 
all  over  the  country,  are  teaching  but  a  few  weeks  more  than  that. 
Tlie  doctor  spoke  in  his  excellent  paper  with  reference  to  our  stand- 
ing not  being  as  high  as  others  in  the  medical  profession.  Have 
you  noticed  that  it  is  only  for  the  last  few  years  that  the  Sou- 
thern schools  have  adopted  the  higher  standards"?  And  only  a 
few  of  them  at  that — I  could  name  them  on  those  three  fingers, 
Avho  belong  to  the  American  Medical  College  Association,  which 
require  a  high  school  education.  There  are  conditions  in  the  South 
tliat  do  not  i)revail  in  the  North  and  East.  That  is,  we  haven't 
the  high  schools  for  our  students  to  go  to,  and,  therefore,  we 
haven't  as  many  to  draw  from.  In  consequence,  some  of  the 
schools  might  get  out  of  the  way  and  let  my  school  run,  but  they 
don't  see  proper.  I  think  it  w-ell  enough  to  agitate  these  ques- 
tions. You  know  a  few  years  ago  the  colleges  were  sti'ong  on  it. 
The  Boards  of  the  colleges  were  working  together.  I  believe  it 
is  possible  to  eradicate  the  troubles  that  you  are  talking  about, 
even  with  the  conditions  prevailing  today.  I  believe  that  the  Na- 
tional Association  should  bring  about  its  great  control  over  the 
colleges,  and  you  can't  do  it  with  the  few  from  our  Society  or 
Societies,  who  attend  that  body,  but  if  they  would  appoint  a  com- 
mittee and  let  them  go  through  the  country  like  the  medical 
schools  do  and  see  to  it  that  tliese  schools  are  fully  equipped  for 
teaching,  and  not  only  equipped  with  materials,  instruments,  and 
such  things,  but  with  teachers  who  are  prepared  to  give  proper 
instruction  in  the  character  of  work  that  is  required  of  us  today. 
I  say,  in  this  way,  I  think  it  is  possible  to  bring  about  this  great 
change.  There  are  too  many  dental ,  schools  without  help.  The 
day  is  fast  passing  when  we  can  have  dental  schools  without  fi- 
nancial aid.  The  doctor  in  his  paper  spoke  of  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  years  and  raising  the  fees.  Did  you  know  that  the  pro- 
fession was  the  cause  of  the  raising  of  those  fees?  It  is  a  fact. 
The  profession  sent  up  a  howl  about  that  time  and  we  heeded 
the  howl,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  it  cut  down  about  25  per 
cent  of  the  students  attending  school.  It  has  brought  a  better 
class  of  men  into  the  colleges.  I  believe  now  that  we  can  in  the 
next  few  years  enter  the  four  years'  course,  and  I  want  to  say 
to  you  that  the  man  who  passes  it  is  going  to  be  a  pretty  good 
man.  I  think  if  there  are  barnacles  on  the  colleges  that  they 
ought  to  be  eliminated.  The  alumni  of  the  school  can  stop  it  if 
they  want  to.  The  profession  can  eliminate  the  things  that  are 
controlling  the  schools  in  that  respect,  and  I  hope  they  Avill  do 
it,  and  do  it  mildly.  Did  you  know  that  the  colleges  might  bring 
a  little  charge  against  tlie  profession  too,  and  that  is  this.  We 
20  to  our  State  societies  but  we  never  go  to  the  National  Asso- 
ciation. I  don't  believe  I  have  seen  a  dozen  members  of  this  So- 
ciety at   tlie  National  Association.     I  want   to   sav   that   J   under- 
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stand  that  I  am  in  a  State  where  the  President  of  the  National 
came  from  last  year.  (Applause.)  And  I  do  not  think  that  out 
of  these  States  there  were  as  many  dentists  from  North  Carolina 
as  there  were  from  Pennsylvania.  You  have  got  to  wake  up  if 
you  keep  abreast  of  the  times.  I  will  tell  you  that  we  have  re- 
orpniiztd  that  Association  and  you  must  help  to  keep  it  up.  I 
thank  you  for  your  attention. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Betts:  We  have  with  us  this  morning  a  brother  den- 
tist who  ranks  away  up  at  the  top  in  the  Virginia  Dental  As- 
sociation, and  he  might  be  able  to  say  something  along  this  line 
that  would  interest  us.     1  refer  to  Dr.  Beedles.  from  Danville. 

Dr.  Beedles:  Mr.  -President,  and  Gentlemen:  I  am  glad  to 
be  here  this  morning.  In  former  years  I  have  been  with  you  on 
several  occasions  and  always  enjoy  meeting  with  you  North  Car- 
olinians. But  I  see  you  are  growing  out  of  my  recollection.  I 
do  not  see  as  many  familiar  faces  as  I  once  did.  I  shall  only  say 
a  word  or  two  at  this  time,  but  a  little  later  on  I  will  come  before 
you  again,  with  your  kind  permission.  I  am  here  to  represent  the 
Virginia  State  Association.  Dr.  Fleming  in  his  paper  interested 
me  on  one  point  especially.  He  said  the  low  standard  and  short 
preparation  filled  the  profession  with  ignorant  men.  In  our  State 
we  are  trying  to  do  something  to  remedy  that  very  thing.  "We 
have  a  movement  on  foot  up  there,  the  Committee  that  he  refer- 
i-ed  to,  from  the  Virginia  Association,  called  the  Committee  on 
Legislation,  a  special  committee  at  this  time  to  see  what  can  be 
done  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  profession.  I  will  outline  that 
plainly.  At  this  moment,  I  will  say  that  Dr.  Gray  made  the  speech 
that  i  would  like  to  have  made  in  favor  of  the  efforts  of  this 
Committee,  ami  that  is  to  make  our  men  take  the  medical  course 
first.  The  dentist  is  a  specialist,  and  there  is  no  more  reason  why 
he  should  not  be  an  M.  D.  than  any  other  specialist.  We  reciuire 
it  from  the  eye  and  ear  man  and  every  other  specialist.  Why 
should  it  be  any  different  with  us?  This  would  solve  many  ques- 
tions that  bother  us  today.  It  would  make  us  as  Dr.  Gray  said  we 
ought  to  be  made.  This  recognition  thing  that  we  are  continually 
harping  about,  it  would  solve  that.  I  think  that  a  high  standard 
does  not  ^Pflnee  numbers.  When  I  graduated  several  years  ago, 
and,  by  the  way,  at  the  same  school  that  gt)t  such  a  roasting  this 
morning  (Laughter),  and  I  am  not  sure  that  I  don't  agree  with 
the  gentleman  whi>  did  the  i-oasting.  I  did  hear  that  a  profes- 
sor in  that  institution  said  that  the  cast  gold  filling  was  ruining 
the  profession.  I  think  that  a  man  like  that  will  ruin  the  pro- 
fession. I  want  to  say  that  this  paper  and  its  discussion  has  in- 
ter<'sted  me  greatly.  I  hope  to  bring  before  you  later  some  re- 
marks on  the  question  of  high  standard.  Better  men  is  what  Ave 
Avant.      (Applause.) 

Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming:  The  discussion  seems  to  have  drifted 
around  to  the  point  as  to  what  a  man  knows  when  he  leaves  col- 
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lege.  I  want  to  say  a  word  as  to  what  he  should  know  when  the 
colleges  ttike  hira  in.  I  think  that  is  the  time  for  the  test  work. 
Dr.  Hughes  says  that  the  laws  controlling  the  Societies  are  practi- 
cally the  same.  I  happened  to  go  to  that  college  that  has  been 
roasted  and  I  heartily  agree  with  every  word  that  has  been  said. 
I  lielieve  it  is  as  poor  a  college  as  tliere  is  in  the  State.  (Laughter.) 
It  is  because  they  have  gotten  into  a  rut  that  they  fail  to  get 
along  any  better.  I  failed  to  carry  any  high  school  certificate 
when  I  went,  and  I  ]iledge  you  my  word  of  honor  that  any  boy  in 
the  third  grade  in  the  graded  schools  of  the  United  States  could 
liave  passed  that  examination.  If  it  is  the  same  way  with  the 
others,  God  pity  those  colleges!      (Applause.) 

Dr.  P.  E.  Horton  :  1  want  to  say  that  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  Dr. 
Fleming's  paper.  He  depicts  the  ideal.  I  do  not  .see  why  it  can- 
not be  attained.  I  am  also  an  alumnus  of  the  college  that  was 
roasted.  (Laugter. )  I  am  sorry  to  admit  it.  (Laughter.)  And 
Dr.  Fleming  Avas  in  my  class.  If  I  ever  stood  any  entrance  ex- 
amination it  didn't  make  any  great  impression  on  my  mind.  I 
don't  remember  it  at  all.  That  is  a  nice  condition  of  affairs.  I 
did  not  take  a  diploma  from  a  high  school — I  don't  remember  that 
I  was  even  asked  that  question.  I  had  the  price  and  that  seemed 
to  settle  it. 

A  Member :     How  long  ago  was  that  f 

Dr.  Horton :  It  was  about  lo  years  ago.  It  strikes  me  that 
there  are  two  or  three  other  things  that  might  be  brought  up. 
I  take  it  that  very  few  men  enter  the  profession  Avithout  fii'st  ap- 
proaching some  dentist.  If  a  boy  comes  to  us — and  they  usually 
do — and  we  think  he  has  not  enough  educational  requirements  and 
character  back  of  him,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  for  a  dentist  to 
discourage  him  from  taking  a  course.  I  think  the  matter  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  dentists.  On  the  'other  hand,  when  it  comes  to 
the  colleges,  they  could  put  a  stop  to  this  thing,  because  they 
could  examine  tlie  man.  and  they  could  make  that  examination  so 
stitt"  that  he  would  be  bound  to  have  a  pretty  good  educational 
qualification  to  be  able  to  matriculate.  The  educational  qualifi- 
cation has  a  very  refining  influence  among  other  things.  AVhen  he 
comes  to  the  examining  board,  too,  they  can  make  the  standard 
so  high  that  he  cannot  get  over  it  without  the  requirements.  I 
do  not  mean  that  they  should  ask  unreasonable  questions  or  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  operative  part  of  dentistry,  but  they  could 
go  into  the  scientific  part  of  it.  How  can  we  differentiate  when 
it  comes  to  the  various  diseases  and  tell  what  the  remedy  may  be, 
unless  we  go  far  into  scientific  research.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  up  to  the  examining  board  to  put  up  such  an  examination  that 
a  man  will  have  to  work  to  pass.  I  cannot  see  why  the  standard 
cannot  be  raised,  and  eventually  these  objectionable  members 
Avill  never  have  entered. 
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Dr.  V.  E.  Turner:     I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to  make.     I  want 
to  put  myself  on  record  in  regard  to  tlie  paper  that  was  read  and 
its   influence   upon   the   audience   and   upon   dentistry   in   general. 
Education  is  always  a  factor  in  any  profession  or  business.     The 
tinner   is  a   better   tinner   if  he  is   a   man   of  education   than   he 
would  be  without  it.     I  do  not  know  that  I  can  sympathize  entirely 
with  the  tirade  that  has  been  uttered  against  the  dental  colleges, 
because  there  are  two  sides  to  that  question.     I  believe   that  we 
are   more  indebted   to   the   dental   colleges   tlian  we   think.     I   be- 
lieve that  there  are  many  of  them  who   conscientiously   teach   all 
the  departments  of  dentistry  with  a  great  deal  of  intelligence  and 
force.     I  do  not  pretend  to  be  familiar  with  the  college  that  has 
been  branded  so  this  morning;  consequently,  I  am  not  an  author- 
ity on  that  question,  but  I  do  know  many  dental  colleges  and  den- 
tal  departments   of   Universaties,   where   there   has   been   a   great 
deal  of  study  and  thought  upon  the  matter  of  teaching  dentistry 
in  its  phases.     I  believe  that  tlie  tendency  has  been  to  i-each  u]i 
higher  and   to  require  more  knowledge  of  general  medicine   tlian 
has  heretofore  been  required.     I  believe  that  that  is  a  step  in  the 
right   direction.     I   believe    that   if   a   man   had   a   medical    degree 
it  would  be  of  great  benefit   to  him.     It  has  often  been  said  tliat 
we  know  men  with  a  medical  degree  that  are  not  especially  dis- 
tinguished in  the  profession.     That   may  be   true,   but   we  cannot 
fail  to  believe  that   a  man  who  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all 
the  medical  sciences,  that  it  must  be  of  benfit   to  the  dentist  and 
that    it    enables    him    to    understand    many    plienomena    which    he 
otherwise  Avould  not  understand.     I  do     believe     tliat     the     paper 
which  Dr.  Fleming  has  read,  such  papers  as  these,  tlie  preparation 
and  reading  of  them,  is  one  of  tlie  highest  duties  which  a  dentist 
belonging  to  an  association  like  this  can  perform.     I  believe  that 
that  is  in  a  measure  teaching  dentists  what   they  should  observe 
more  closely   and   which   they   should   profit   by.     As   some   gentle- 
man has  said  before,   we  have   the  control   of  the   mouth.     There 
are  so  many  featui-es  Avhich  are  recognizable  l)y  a  man  who  is  fa- 
miliar with  it  Avhich   enables  us  not  only   to   help  tlie  man  in  re- 
gard to  his  teeth  but  to  help  him  in   his  general   health   and   ap- 
pearance, and  to  enable  us  to  make  a  good  and  intelligent  impres- 
sion on  our  patients. 

In  regard  to  this  thing  of  recognition,  I  have  always  been  a  lit- 
tle sore  about  that.  I  do  not  want  any  medical  degree  to  give  me 
recognition.  (Applause.)  I  think  the  recognition  exists  in  the 
man  himself.  (Applause.)  I  mean  the  qualities  which  will  de- 
mand recognition  exist  in  the  man  himself,  his  intelligent  con- 
duct, his  gentlemanly  behavior  and  his  high  ])lane  of  looking  at 
everything'  pertaining  to  his  profession  gives  him  not  only  rec- 
ognition, but  puts  him  on  a  high  social  plane.  Now  it  has  been 
said  that  dentists  are  not  recognized  socially  in  many  places.  Of 
course,  very  seldom  an  uneducated  man  is  recognized  on  a  high 
plane  in  tlie  social  circles,  but  even  that  is  within   the  man  him- 
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sflf.  If  he  is  not  educated  lie  must  educate  himself  and  the  den- 
tist who  does  not  claim  the  best  place  in  society  has  himself  only 
to  blame.  It  is  not  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  in  the 
man  himself. 

I  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that  I  am  delig'hted  Avith  the  pa- 
per of  Dr.  Fleming.  He  is  a  neighbor  boy  of  mine  and  I  have 
watched  him  with  much  care,  and  I  believe  he  is  on  the  right 
track  to  do  that  which  ought  to  be  the  object  of  this  Societj'- — to 
elevate  the  members  and  make  -them  understand  that  they  are  en- 
titled to  anything  if  they  will  onl^'  qualify  themselves.  (Ap- 
plause.) ' 

President  Hunt :     Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming  will  close  the  discussion. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:  I  appreciate  the  discussion  very  much  and 
hope  the  paper  has  been  productive  of  some  good.  Many  years 
ago  when  bicycles  were  all  the  rage,  there  were  all  sorts  of  makes 
on  the  market  you  know,  and  whenever  you  would  ask  a  man  what 
kind  of  a  wheel  he  rode  if  he  didn't  ride  a  Columbia  he  would  al- 
ways apologize  for  it.  Today  I  feel  proud  that  I  ride  the  Col- 
umbia of  the  Univei-sity  of  Pennsylvania.  I  am  always  pi-oud  to 
say  that  I  come  from  Pennsylvania  where  they  put  up  up-to-date 
stuff.  I  really  did  not  know  that  the  University  of  Maryland  is 
as  bad  as  it  is,  or  I  should  have  made  my  paper  stronger.  It  is 
a  fact  that  any  man  in  the  United  States  can  get  in  a  dental  school 
if  he  can  read  and  write.  Xo  matter  if  he  said  "Doctor,  I  seen 
your  advertisement  and  I  come  to  taken  your  course,"  they  Avill 
say  ''Write  your  name  down.'"  (Laughter.)  It  is  time  to  be- 
gin to  realize  our  ideals.  There  was  a  time  when  nothing  was  i-e- 
quix'ed  of  a  dentist,  but.  gentlemen,  the  time  has  come  when  gi*eat 
things  must  be  required  of  them.  There  is  as  much  care  on  a' 
dentist 's  mind  as  there  is  on  a  physicians.  If  the  colleges  would 
require  higher  standards  the  dentists  would  have  more  mind  and 
a  better  prepared  mind  with  which  to  carry  the  cares.  There  are 
a  great  many  things  that  might  be  said  in  regard  to  reducing 
students,  but  if  education  means  anvthing  it  means  all.  I  don't 
care  whether  in  a  science  or  out  of  it,  if  a  man  liasn't  got  an  ed- 
ucation he  doesn't  rank  with  the  man  who  has  got  it.  I  don't 
mean  that  a  number  of  dep-ees  always  means  education,  because, 
as  Dr.  Gray  said,  there  are  a  great  many  things  that  will  come  out 
in  a  man's  character  anyway.  I  believe  we  have  as  honorable  a 
set  of  men  in  North  Carolina  as  can  be  found  anywhere,  and  I 
believe  we  have  some  as  big  rascals  as  you  will  tind  anywhere,  too. 
There  is  a  feeling  among  dentists  who  work  out  things  for  their 
own  good.  There  is  a  special  pride  that  they  all  have  in  exchang- 
ing ideals  and  methods,  but  gentlemen,  when  we  as  men  of  this 
Society  work  out  things  and  come  here  and  exchange  ideas  and 
methods  and  some  little  fellow  comes  and  sits  under  our  nose  and 
does  the  same  work  for  half  of  what  we  can  do  it,  we  don't  ap- 
preciate it.     I  don't  mean  to  bring  the  question  of  money  before 
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I  he  society,  for  we  all  know  that  lhei:e  is  only  one  kind  of  power  on 
earth,  and  that  is  brain  power,  and  its  snb-division  is  brain  power 
cashed,  which  is  money.  Just  in  proportion  to  the  brain  power 
that  a  man  has,  just  in  proportion  can  he  cash  it.  There  are  a 
s:reat  ?nany  stations  in  life  to  be  filled  by  the  dentists,  and  my 
friend  from  Atlanta  seems  to  tliink  tliat  if  we  Avere  all  college 
j^radnates  some  of  the  places  could  not  be  filled.  There  are  men 
from  colleges  who  will  fill  a  neoroes  tooth.  There  are  always 
enong'h  men  wlio  fall  short  of  tlie  standards  to  fill  these  lower 
stations.  If  there  is  a  time  to  come  to  elevate  our  standards  that 
time  sliould  be  now.  (Ap[)lause.)  We  have  too  many  colleges 
and  for  that  simple  i-eason  the  colleges  are  making  a  grand  stand 
play  to  get  all  the  students  they  can  to  put  some  other  collce 
out  of  business,  and  as  long  as  this  goes  on  illiterate,  unretined 
men  will  be  turned  out  of  them.  It  is  bad  enough  in  medicine, 
but  not  so  bad  as  in  dentistry,  because  a  man  who  goes  for  four 
years  with  a  brain  like  a  sponge  will  naturally  absorb  something. 
But  how  on  earth  can  some  of  the  men  wlio  enter  our  colleges 
learn  anatomy?  There  are  some  of  tliem  who  know  about  as 
much  about  anatomy  as  they  do  about  Chinese  music. 

Another  thing,  is  the  ethics  that  ai-e  taught  in  dental  schools. 
I  don't  sui)pose  there  are  half  a  dozen  colleges  that  teach  a  man 
what  is  required  of  a  dentist.  A  great  many  men  come  here  and 
join  this  Society  and  don't  know  w'hat  is  expected  of  them. 
There  are  men  who  attend  tlie  State  Society  and  think  that  when 
you  join  the  Society  you  simply  sign  a  pledge  not  to  work  for  a 
dollar  or  for  two  dtdlars,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  money  never 
enters  into  the  thing.  A  man  should  listen  and  hear  all  these 
things  from  men  who  are  g'oing'  to  form  the  future  of  the  So- 
ciety. Nine  times  out  of  ten  the  men  who  come  to  the  Society  are 
men  of  moderate  education  and  men  who  ai-e  willina-  to  learn. 

Gentlemen,  when  we  as  sultans  of  science  sluill  liave  ]iassed 
off  the  stage  of  action,  if  there  be  a  charge  over  our  head,  God 
forbid  that  it  is  the  vulgar  charge  of  illiteracy.      (Applause.) 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  The  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
would  like  to  propose  the  names  of  Prof.  J.  G.  Gray,  of  Vander- 
built  University,  and  Dr.  Hughes,  of  the  Atlanta  Dental  College 
as  honorary  members  of  this  Society.  We  think  we  will  Iionor 
ourselves  and  our  Society  by  this  act.  We  want  them  to  help  us 
elevate  the  profession  not  only  in  the  State,  but  in  the  Nation. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Watkins:     I  second  the  motion,  or  the  nominations. 

President  Hunt:  All  those  in  favor  of  electing  these  gentle- 
men honorary  members  will  please  signify  it  by  saying  "aye." 
Those  opposed  "No."  The  gentlemen  are  unanimously  elected 
hon(U'ary  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society. 

We  are  very  glad  indeed  to  see  Dr.  Beedles  and  Dr.  Holland, 
who  are  already  members  of  the  Society,  and  we  will  be  glad  to 
have  them  take  part  in  the  discussions  at  any  time. 
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Dr.  J.  C  Watkiiis:  I  liave  the  following:  applications  for  mem- 
bership :  Wm.  W.  Taylor  and  Wm.  Flemming.  These  have  been 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  We  have  some  more  bhmks  for  application 
for  membership,  if  any  of  the  students  will  call  for  them. 

President  Hunt :  I  would  like  to  state  to  the  students  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  not  members  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  the  Executive  Committee  to  0(,  out  and  get  you,  but  if  you 
will  come  to  the  executive  committee  they  will  be  glad  indeed  to 
take  your  application. 

Tlie  next  popei-  on  the  program  is  "Prophylaxis,"  by  Dr.  J. 
C.  Wat  kins.  We  will  now  hear  from  our  Secretary,  Dr.  Wat- 
kins.      (Applause.) 

Dr.  Wat  kins  hei-e  read  his  paper,  as  follows: 

PROPHYLAXIS. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Society  at  Morehead  City  in  1904,  I  pre* 
sented  a  paper  under  the  caption  "After  Porcelain — What"?"  This 
paper  briefly  described  different  steps  in  the  develo))raent  of  our 
profession, — from  its  crude  beginning  to  the  liigh  ground  upon 
wliicli  we  then  stood.  This  paper  closed  with  the  following  words 
"while  we  have,  as  it  were,  reached  pei-fection  in  restoring  lost 
tooth  structure, — let  us  look  in  the  future  and  be  among  the  fore* 
most  in  taking  tliis  next  step  in  our  rapid  advancement.  Let  us 
consider  this  ((ucstion  of  Prophylaxis, — be  abreast  with  the  times, — 
•and  tight  to  prevent  loss  of  tooth  structure,  as  well  as  to  restore 
that  which  is  lost."  I  was  then,  and  had  been  a  seeker  after 
knowledge,  and  had  had  encouraging  results;  but  I  continually  de- 
sired and  sought  moi-e  liglit  along  this  line. 

It  was  in  December  3006  that,  upon  invitation,  I  went  to  Phil- 
adelphia, and  entered  the  office  of  the  great  a])ostle  of  prophylaxis, 
where  for  two  days  fifteen  dentists  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  were  brought  from  darkness  iuto  light,  as  we  beheld  the 
wondei-ful  mouths  of  over  forty  of  Dr.  D.  D.  Smiths'  patients. 

It  was  like  a  dream;  those  mouths  were  simply  beautifid  be- 
yond description.  Whethei-  it  was  the  mouth  of  a  child  who  came 
joyously  bounding  into  Dr.  Smith's  office,  or  the  mouth  of  an 
old  man  or  woman,  sixty  or  seventy  years  of  age,  where  the  gums 
had  receded  half  way  clown  the  roots,  the  teeth  simply  sparkled, 
set  in  those  beautiful,  healthy  gums.  "In  all  cases,  the  gums 
were^  of  the  natural  pink  tint,  witli  typical  striations  and  beauti- 
ful festoons,  while  the  teeth  were  translucent,  having  the  appear- 
ance of  polisluHl  ivory. ' ' 

I  returned  home,  an  enthusiast  on  oral  prophylaxis,  and  now 
for  two  and  a  half  years  have  labored  with  much  discouragement, 
and  even  ridicule,  but   withal,  with  splendid  success.     Often  have 
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I  seen  unnatural,  sensitive,  cc^ngestcd  bleeding  gums  become 
healthy,  and  the  dull,  opaque  tooth  substance  take  on  the  won- 
derful prophylaxis  lustre, — translucent,  dear  and  beautiful. 

But  what  is  prophylaxis?  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Smith  ''In  gen- 
eral, the  prophylaxis  treatment  consists  of  enforced,  radical  and 
frequent  changes  of  environment  for  all  teeth  and  mouth  condi- 
tions, aiul  the  maintenance  of  perfect  sanitation  for  the  oral 
cavity"  *  *  *  'Mt  is  the  removing  of  all  infections  from  the 
teeth,  and  keeping  it  removed." 

After  nearly  two  years  work  in  prophylaxis,  verv  much  to  my 
surprise,  and  greatly  to  my  delight  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Smith  inviting  me  to  spend  at  least  a  Aveek  in  his  office  that  I 
might  see  something  of  his  work.  Tliose  days  when  alone  with 
Dr.  Smith  and  his  patients  were  the  great  opportunity  of  my  pro- 
fessional career,  and  I  did  my  best  to  take  advantage  of  my  op- 
portunity. 

His  operative  work  was  just  as  wonderful  as  his  prophylaxis, 
never  have  I  seen  more  beautiful  gold,  amalgum  and  artificial 
enamel  fillings,  or  more  perfect  crowns  and  bridgework.  Never 
have  I  seen  any  one  more  patient,  painstaking  and  willing  to  im- 
part knowledge  gladly,  to  one  who  was  interested  in  our  noble 
profession. 

The  word  Prophylaxis  comes  from  the  Greek  Prophylasso  "to 
keep  guard  before,  as  the  guard  before  the  entrance  of  a  city." 

It  iias  always  been  ray  policy  to  insist  on  my  patients  having 
their  mouths  clean  before  I  would  work  for  them,  and  some  time 
ago,  I  had  in  my  chair  a  very  devout  man,  who  would  not  give 
his  teeth  the  proper  care.  Tlmt  morning  he  had  just  remarked 
to  me  tlmt  "so  few  of  us  realized  that  our  bodies  are  the  temple 
of  God."  I  looked  him  straight  in  the  eyes,  and  asked  liim  if  he 
reallv  believed  that.  "Of  course  I  know  it,"  he  said.  I  then 
said,  "if  your  body  is  the  temple  of  God,  judging  from  your 
mouth,  the  vestibule  of  which  is  like  a  hog  pen.  you  do  not  keep 
this  temi>le  clean." 

The  mouth  is  the  vestibule  of  human  life,  the  only  accessible 
part  of  the  alimentary  tract.  With  this  fact  in  mind,  how  can 
we  neglect  a  matter  of  so  great  importance  as  prophylaxis'? 

But  you  ask  why  is  prophylaxis  important,  what  does  it  do? 
Propliylaxis,  as  we  before  said  brings  out  the  natural  color  of  the 
teeth.  It  changes  the  dark,  stained,  murky-looking  teeth  that  Ave 
meet  in  nearly  every  mouth,  into  bright,  sparkling  translucent 
jeweJs;  the  enamel  takes  on  a  wonderful  luster  as  the  opacity  dis- 
appears. 

Prophylaxis  cures  gingivitis  and  kindred  gum  diseases,  lou 
simply  remove  the  iritants  which  gather  on  the  teeth,  and  polisli 
the  surfaces  of  tlie  teetli  systematically,  and  in  most  instances, 
the  trouble  will  disapj)ear;  the  gums  will  lose  their  hypersensi- 
tiveness,  their  unnatural  congested  state,  they  will  cease  to  bleed, 
and  lliey  will  take  on  that  beautiful,  kealthy     pink     color.     The 
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gums  get  in  such  a  condition  that  a  tooth  can  be  filled  at  the  gum 
line  without  bleeding  and  without  sensitiveness. 

Prophylaxis  will  prevent  pyorrhea.  "It  jirevents  all  tartaric 
accumulations,  as  well  as  all  infection  that  inspires  pyorrhea." 
It  will  keep  the  peridental  membrane,  and  adjacent  jiarts  in  a  per- 
fect healthy  condition,  and  this  being  true,  there  can  be  no  alveolar 
necrosis  or  unnatural  recession  of  the  gums. 

Prophylaxis  j)raeticed  with  children,  will,  in  a  large  measure, 
prevent  dental  caries.  A  perfectly  clean,  well  developed  tooth, 
wiD  not  decay. 

Dr.  Smith  claims  that  prophylaxis  will  eliminate  from  75  to 
90  per  cent  of  dental  caries,  and  in  some  cases,  altogether,  pre- 
vent decay. 

From  observation,  I  think  Dr.  Smith  is  too  conservative  in  his 
estimate  of  his  own  practice.  Last  fall,  during  eleven  days  spent 
in  his  office, — while  I  never  thought  to  count  them,  thei'e  must 
have  been  a  luuidred  patients,  perhaps  more,  during  that  time. 
Witlu)ut  Dr.  Smith's  knowing  what  I  had  in  mind,  1  asked  them  all 
when  they  had  had  a  new  cavity, — and  none  of  them  had  had  a 
new  filling  for  several  years.  Gentlemen,  what  a  record !  Think 
of  a  hundred  patients  without  the  development  of  a  single  cavity 
for  over  three  years.  If  prophylaxis  prevents  decay,  it  will  cause 
tlie  pi'oper  eruption  of  the  permanent  teeth,  which  will  largely 
prevent  irregularities  of  the  teeth.  Prophylaxis  not  only  gives 
healthy  teeth,  in  healthy  gums,  prevents  pyorrhea  and  decay,  but  it 
does  much  more,  it  "ives  a  perfectly  clean  moutli.  Through  it,  we 
believe  that  many  diseases  will  be  eliminated. 

Dr.  Osier  says  that  more  death  is  caused  in  the  United  States 
by  diseases  coming  directly  from  unliealthy  mouths,  than  are 
caused  by  alcohol.  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter,  the  great  English  physi- 
cian gives  oral  sepsis  an  important  place  in  the  course  of  lec- 
tures that  he  delivers  at  the  John  Hopkins  Medical  University, 
and  he  attributes  many  diseases,  directly,  to  mouth  infection. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  laity,  I  wish  to  make  some  obser- 
vations along  the  line  of  oral  sepsis.  Many  of  us  have  great  re- 
spect for  germs,  and  are  very  fond  of  talking  about  these  little 
devils.  We  all  know  that  the  most  favorable  condition  for  germ 
development  is  heat,  air  and  moisture.  These,  we  have  in  the 
mouth  at  all  times,  and  when  a  germ  gets  into  the  average  mouth, 
he  is  delighted  to  take  up  his  abode,  especially  as  there  is  an  un- 
limited supply  of  food  for  him,  i.  e.  the  filthy  accumulations 
around  the  teeth,  especially  at  the  gum  margin. 

J^rom  time  to  time,  we  all  get  germs  of  different  kinds  in  our 
mouths,  and  while  nature  destroys  germs,  they  develop  in  the  filth 
more  i-apidly  than  nature  can  destroy  them;  hence,  there  are 
myriads  of  these  enemies  to  attack  any  part  favorable  to  them- 
selves that  may  become  weak. 

As  the  moutli  is  the  portal  of  entry  for  most  of  the  maladies  to 
which  the  flesh  is  heir,  it  is  so  much  the  more  important  that  the.se 
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germs  be  not  given  a  hearty  Avelcome  when  tliey  reach  the  thresh- 
old of  the  system.  Erom  time  to  time,  the  germs  and  spors  of 
diphtlieria,  typhoid,  pneumonia,  tuberculosis,  grippe,  and  other 
diseases,  reach  the  mouth.  If  this  mouth  is  in  a  perfectly  healthy 
(prophylaxis)  condition,  the  enemy  is  soon  killed,  ov  made  inac- 
tive by  the  tluids  of  tlie  body,  and  passes  out  of  tlie  system.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  teeth  are  covered  ^vith  tilth,  as  are  most  peo- 
ple's, this  one  germ,  establishes  itself  in  this  accunnilation,  and 
perhaps  within  twenty-four  hours,  tiiere  are  thousands,  or  cvei> 
millions  of  like  germs  in  this  mouth.  Nature  may  be  able  to  with- 
stand tliese  germs  for  a  long  time,  but  when  there  is  any  en- 
feeblement  of  the  vital  powers,  these  germs  occupy  the  weak 
parts,  and  soon  there  is  a  general  infection,  and  ctflen  with  fatal 
results. 

But  there  are  some  people  who  do  not  tliink  much  of  germs, 
and  we  will  now  look  at  another  side  of  the  <juestion.  If  you  will 
not  believe  in  germs  because  you  can't  see  them,  won't  you  take 
your  linger  and  rub  it  over  the  surface  of  these  covered  teeth,  or 
pass  a  piece  of  floss  between  the  teeth  and  note  the  very  bad 
odor,  or  remember  the  very  unpleasant  taste  in  the  mouth  every 
morning,  caused  by  the  stagnant,  odoriferous  matter  on  the 
teeth.  Thousands  of  times  a  day,  every  time  we  swallow,  some 
of  this  poison  is  carried  directly  into  the  gastro-intestinal  tract, 
many  ounces  during  twenty-four  hours.  Think  of  the  number  of 
cases  of  pyorrhea,  where  the  flow-  of  pus  is  added  to  this  poison 
that  is  constantly  being  foix-ed  into  our  system. 

With  tiiese  irritant  poisons  constantly  forced  into  the  only  ac- 
cessible part  of  the  alimentary  canal,  is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
entire  tract  is  subject  to  so  many  forms  of  inflammation.  With 
a  prophyla.xis  mt)ulh,  we  should  not  expect  to  see  as  many  cases 
of  tonsilitis,  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  intestinal  indigestion,  tu- 
berculosis of  the  alimentary  tract,  internal  cancer,  and  many  of 
the  other  fatal  diseases  that  carry  off  thousands  every  year. 

If  these  poisons  Avere  not  thi-own  into  the  system,  Avould  we  not 
have  better  blood  and  fairer  complexions?  If  these  poisons  were 
not  thrown  into  the  system,  would  we  not  liave  fewer  cases  where 
the  kidneys,  after  eliminating  these  poisons  for  years,  can  no 
longer  carry  this  burden,  and  yield  with  fatal  results?  If  these 
poisons  Avere  not  thrown  into  the  system,  would  not  fewer  of  ns 
have  rheumatism  and  gout?  If  these  poisons  Avere  not  throAvn 
into  the  sytem  or  with  prophylaxis  mouths,  would  Ave  not  have 
fewer  cases  of  auto-infection.  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter  held  oA'er  fifty 
post-moi'tems  over  typhoid  j)atients  Avho  had  die<l  with  perfora- 
tions, and  lie  attributed  dcith  in  every  case  to  auto-iufection 
caused  by  oral  sepsis. 

I  would  like  to  throw  out  tA\-o  suggestions  to  the  medical  fra- 
ternity if  any  are  jiresenf.  After  an  operation  for  ap]iendicitis. 
is  not  tlie  open  wound  situated  in  tlie  alimentary  tract,  through 
wliich  infectious  uuiterials  are  constantly  passing  from  the  mouth"/ 
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If  the  patients  temperature  "goes  up''  after  the  operation,  with- 
out any  ai)i)iirent  cause,  why  could  it  not  be  easily  explained  by 
auto-infection? 

Again,  often  after  the  birth  of  an  infant,  there  is  puerperal 
fever,  many  times  fatal,  and  you  cannot  possibly  account  for  it. 
Is  it  not  possible,  that  it  might  be  a  case  of  auto-infection,  caused 
directly  from  a  bad  mouth  condition? 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  believe  that  one  of  you 
having  a  friend  with  an  abscess  on  his  linger  would  be  willing 
for  him  to  suck  the  pus  from  his  finger  and  continually  swallow  it. 
Still,  are  we  not  allowing  our  patients  who  ''put  themselves  in 
our  hands"  to  swallow  pus  and  tilth  eontiiuially  witliout  giving 
them  one  single  word  of  warning. 

In  the  words  of  Dr.  Smith,  "Come  gentlemen,  let  us  stand  to- 
gether on  a  higher  platform,  even  that  of  trying  to  benefit  hu- 
manity. You  hold  in  your  educated  hands  what  can  be  made  to 
do  for  humanity  more  than  any  physician  that  lives.  Some  day, 
some  time,  it  will  be  recognized  that  that  is  the  case.  Why? 
Because  dentistry  has  to  do  Avifh  llie  Iiuman  mouth,— the  very 
vestibule  of  human  life;  and  when  we  come  to  understand  the 
ovei'powering  infection  that  is  centered  in  and  about  the  teeth,— 
not  in  cavities  of  decay, — but  at  the  necks  and  on  the  surface  of 
i\w  teeth,  we  will  better  understand  why  we  hold  the  key  to  many 
pathoh)gical  conditions  in  our  hands.  The  time  will  surely  come 
when  dentistry  will  be  loosed  from  its  i)resent  narrow  confines  and 
expanded  into  a  true  specialty  of  medicine.  It  will  yet  be  rec- 
ognized by  the  medical  profession,  as  the  most  helpful  of  its 
allies. ' ' 

President  Hunt:  Dr.  C.  L.  Alexander,  of  Charlotte  was  to 
have  opened  this  discussion.  In  Iiis  absence  I  Avill  take  the  lib- 
erty of  calling  upon  Dr.  V.  E.  Turner. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  V.  E.  Turner:  As  a  rule,  gentlemen,  a  substitute  is  not 
m  vei-y  good  order.  A  man  who  undertakes  -to  substitute  for 
somebody  else  is  always  very  seriously  handicapped.  While  I 
did  not  expect  to  discuss  this  pa|)er,  I  was  most  deeply  interested. 
\N  e  all  must  acknowledge  that  our  health  is  our  biggest  asset  We 
must  acknowledge  that  he  who  looks  after  his  health  most  care- 
fully IS  among  the  wisest  of  i)eople.  That  the  mouth  is  capable 
of  great  evil  or  great  good  must  be  acknowledged,  at  least  by 
the  dentist.  It  seems  that,  many  years  ago.  in  the  history  of 
dentistry,  we  did  not  recognize  that  our  services  were  required 
111  the  oral  cavity  where  there  is  so  mucli  to  provide  for  the  fu- 
ture liealfli  and  happiness  of  the  individual.  In  the  origin  of 
dentistry,  it  was  never  supposed  tliat  we  would  ever  contemplate 
anytluiig  ot  this  sort.     But  the  modern  theorv  is,  and  workers  upon 
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prophylaxis  realize  tliat  the  cause  of  a  great  many  troubles  orig- 
inate in  the  mouth.  Those  things  which  occur  in  the  system  that 
are  i-ecognized  and  diagnosed  through  the  mouth,  have  placed  den- 
tistry higher  tlian  its  originators  ever  contemplated.  But  it  is 
a  fact,  as  must  be  noted  by  a  remarkable  meeting  in  Boston  last 
winter,  in  which  the  dentists,  the  school  teachers  and  the  pliilan- 
thropists  came  together  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  pro- 
priety and  the  wisdom  of  establisliing  a  free  dispensary  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  mouths  of  the  school  children  and  the 
factory  children.  It  was  believed  by  them  that  if  we  were  try- 
ing to  benefit  the  better  class  of  people,  if  we  were  trying  to  do  a 
work  of  philanthropy,  the  time  to  do  it  Avas  when  it  could  be 
done,  and  that  the  best  time  is  in  the  tender  years  of  childhood 
from  6  to  14  years.  Now  several  cities  in  the  United  States  liave 
acted  upon  that  idea  and  there  are  two  or  throe  places  where  tliere 
is  a  free  disjiensary  and  a  dentist  is  in  attendance  to  investigate 
the  mouths  of  the  children.  Children  whose  parents  are  either 
uninfor-med  or  negligent.  In  such  cases  Avliat  might  tlie  result 
be  if  the  dentist  did  not  come  in  and  help  to  prevent  troubles 
which  naturally  arise  from  such  causes  f  Children  slionld  be  ex- 
amined and  their  mouths  put  in  an  antiseptic  condition.  Take 
the  poor  ehildren,  who  foi-  the  want  of  proper  nutrition  have  u 
poorly  developed  body,  and  it  is  often  the  case  that  those  chil- 
dren who  liave  suffered  from  the  want  of  attention  to  their  teeth 
and  their  mouths,  have  grown  up,  not  only  imperfect  in  physi- 
cal development,  but  also  they  suffer  from  some  nervous  trouble 
Avhich  affects  their  minds,  and  in  many  cases  they  become  im- 
beciles for  life.  And  so,  as  a  rule,  I  do  not  believe  we  till  the 
opportunities  whicli  we  have  f(n-  doing  good  for  the  general  health 
of  the  patient.  As  to  Dr.  Smith's  plan.  I  believe  he  has  many 
thoughts  that  would  be  profitable  to  the  average  practitioner, 
and  I  believe  that  if  there  is  one  thing  that  it  would  pay  you  to 
investigate  it  is  this  system,  for  I  believe  that  by  early  treatment 
and  investigation  we  can  often  prevent  pyorrhea.  It  is  often  the 
case  that  i>atients  come  to  you  after  perhaps  suffering  some  in- 
convenience, rather  than  from  the  fact  that  they  anticipate  liav- 
ing  any  trouble.  We  all  know  the  difficulties  in  treating  a  case 
of  that  sort.  I  believe  that  early  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of 
tlie  mouth  and  the  inspection  of  all  those  indications  that  might 
point  to  the  commencement  of  pyorrhea  would  save  many  a  pa- 
tient from  having  a  disease.  Wi'  all  knoAV  that  in  pyorrhea  we 
may  often  counteract  what  has  a{)parently  occurred.  I  mean  it 
may  be  api)arently  counteracted,  and  the  gums  in  their  receded 
eondition  will  assume  a  healthy  and  normal  color,  and  the  pa- 
tient goes  out  with  the  idea  that  he  is  cured.  Many  dentists 
would  tell  him  that  he  is  cured,  but  we  all  know  that  if  lu^  neg- 
lects his  teeth  more  than  three  months  that  lie  may  tinally  get 
back  in  the  same  condition,  and  so  this  prophylaxis  is  not  only 
very   important  in   preventing  tlie   disease,  but   in   jn'eventing  the 
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return  of  the  disease  after  it  has  been  practically  cured.  I  think 
that  Di-,  Smith's  system  of  treatment  Avould  pay  us  to  iuvesti- 
aale  it.  I  haVe  seen  some  of  Smith's  patients  mvself  and  I  be- 
lieve everybody  would  be  impressed  with  the  condition  presented 
in  cases  which  Dr.  Smith  has  had  charge  of,  and  I  believe  that 
if  we  would  really  come  down  to  the  point  that  we  will  not  do 
anything  to  the  mouth  until  it  has  gotten  in  a  healthy  condition,  I 
believe  that  would  be  a  very  great  factor  for  good  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  teeth  and  in  the  preservation  of  the  health. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  I  just  wanted  to  saj'  a  word  in  com- 
mendation of  the  work  that  Dr.  Wat  kins  is  doing.  A  year  or 
two  ago  Ave  heard  about  ''extension  to  prevention,"  but  I  be- 
lieve Dr.  Watkins'  work,  "cleaning  for  prevention"  has  the  other 
beat  a  mile.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  see  some  of  Dr.  Watkins' 
work  in  his  son's  mouth,  and  while  it  may  be  true  about  the  shoe- 
maker's family  never  having  any  shoes,  yet  that  child's  mouth 
was  in  beautiful  condition.  I  believe  that  Dr.  Watkins  is  going 
to  be  eminently  successful. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Wyche,  of  Greensboro:  I  want  to  speak  in  highest 
praise  of  Dr.  Watkins'  pa])er.  T  don't  think  we  can  have  a  pa- 
per of  more  importance  than  that.  His  speaking  of  a  "filthy 
vestibifle"  reminds  me  that  I  asked  one  man  when  his  teeth  were 
cleaned,  and  he  said  "thirty  years  ago."  I  ought  to  have  asked 
him  how  often  he  washed  his  hands,  too.  If  they  don't  get  in- 
fected I  don't  know  why. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Eubanks,  of  Hendersonville :  I  would  like  to  ex- 
])ress  my  appreciation  of  the  i)a]ier  read  by  Dr.  Watkins  and  I 
Avould  like  to  bring  out  (me  point  that  he  made,  and  that  is  that 
it  is  not  only  of  benefit  to  the  teeth,  but  to  the  Avhole  human  sys- 
tem, the  keeping  of  cavities  in  proper  condition.  W^e  are  less 
likely  to  have  an^^  of  the  contagious  diseases  if  we  follow  his  in- 
structions. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Spurgeon,  of  Hillsboro:  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  on 
this  subject.  It  is  a  subject  that  wlienever  I  hear  it  discussed  it 
always  interests  me  because  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  that 
we  have  to  consider — the  prevention  of  disease,  as  well  as  the 
cure  of  it.  I  have  enjoyed  that  paper  as  well  as  any  I  ever 
heard  on  the  subject.  A  paper  like  that  is  calculated  to  arouse 
interest  in  us  all.  The  question  as  raised  very  much  reminds  me 
"f  a  yarn  I  heard  not  long  ago.  The  incident  took  place  in  a 
barber  shop.  A  felloAv  Avent  in  to  get  a  shave,  and  the  barber  took 
out  some  sterilized  toAvels  and  a  razor,  and  the  'latient  asked  why 
he  didn't  go  on  and  shave  him,  and  he  said  "I  am  not  the  bar- 
ber.    We  are  boiling  him  in  the  back  room."     (Laiighter.) 

Dr.  P.  E.  Horton,  of  Winston:  I  want  to  say  that  I  have  cer- 
tainly enjoyed  the  pajier  read  by  Dr.  Watkins.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  our  local  society  as  Avell  as  the  State  societv  and  I  think 
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they  are  both  honored  bv  having  him  for  a  member.  I  know 
some  of  his  patients  personally  and  I  think  he  is  meeting  with 
eminent  snccess  in  his  prevention  treatment.  I  have  never  ex- 
amined his  i)atients  for  the  reason  that  they  are  so  well  satis- 
fied that  thev  do  not  go  to  the  "other  fellow,"  and  he  keeps 
them.  You  might  think  they  would  leave  him.  some  of  them,  but 
they  don't.  I  think  that  Prophylaxis,  the  prevention  of  dis- 
ease, is  as  important  as  the  cure,  in  that  the  whole  system  is  ben- 
efitted. It  is  not  a  case  of  remedy.  I  believe  if  it  could  be 
Avorkcd  up  to  the  point  tliat  the  Chinese  have  their  physicians,  it 
Avonld  be  perfect.  I  understand  the  Chinese  physician  is  paid 
for  keeping  liis  patient  in  good  health;  when  the  patient  gets  sick 
the  physician's  pay  stops.  I  certainly  think  that  Dr.  Watkius  is 
doing  a  good  work  and  that  he  will  win  out  in  the  long  run. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Reid,  of  Marion:  I  live  about  l.'^O  miles  from  Dr. 
Wat  kins'  town  but  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  his  treatment. 
His  was  a  fine  paper.  If  we  would  all  join  in  and  help  him  ont 
that  would  be  the  shortest  road  to  success. 

Dr.  J.  II.  Wiieeler,  Greensboro:  Since  readinff  Dr.  Watkins' 
paper  and  liearing  it,  I  have  been  sitting  here  wishing  it  were  in 
my  power  and  in  his  power  to  instill  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
the  men  of  the  Dental  Association  of  North  Carolina  the  vast  im- 
portance of  the  Avork  of  wliich  he  is  speaking.  I  was  pained  when 
I  saw  so  many  men  leave  the  room  on  the  eve  of  the  discussion  of 
a  subject  which  I  can  say.  without  qualification,  no  greater  is 
presented  to  any  dentist.  The  eminent  surgeon,  the  average  sur- 
geon of  toda-*'  would  not  operate  until  the  mouth  is  put  into  a 
healthy  condition.  Wliy  ?  For  the  simple  reason  that  Dr.  Wat- 
kins  puts  to  you  there — the  surgeon  doesn't  want  poisonous  prod- 
ucts carried  into  the  system  to  infect  the  wound  that  he  is  forced 
to  make  as  it  would  cause  the  death  of  liis  patient.  There  are 
surgeons  today  who.  before  thev  operate,  send  tlieir  patients  to  a 
dentist  to  have  the  moutli  put  in  proper  condition.  Noav,  it  is 
up  to  us  as  a  body  of  dentists  to  educate  the  public.  Dentistry 
has  been  making  sucli  vast  and  wonderful  strides  in  the  last 
twenty-five  years  that  it  has  almost  outsrown  itself.  It  has 
grown  far  beyond  the  comprehension  <if  the  laity.  In  one  of  our 
papers  a  few  days  ago  Avas  an  article  by  one  of  our  dentists,  and 
on  another  jiagi-  they  jiroduced  a  heinous  article  in  regard  to  it. 
If  you  haven't  read  it  it  is  woi-th  your  while  to  i\'<  so. 

It  is  up  to  us  to  have  a  clear  understandiuii  of  the  fact  that 
oral  cleanliness  in  the  first  aid  to  plivsical  health,  and  you  cannot 
have  it  undei-  oidinary  conditions  without  cleanliness.  I  believe 
that  Dr.  D.  D.  Smith  has  done  a  great  work,  on  a  par  with  that 
of  any  scientific  man  in  America.  If  anv  of  you  liappen  to  go  to 
>»inston  do  not  fail  to  go  to  Dr.  Watkins'  ofiice  and  see  the  re- 
sult of  his  work.  You  will  be  imbued  with  the  same  ideas  that  I 
was.     What    is    our   object    in    life?     T-n 't    it    to    ])reserve   health. 
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peace  aiul  cumfort  of  body  ?  Yet,  we  are  overlooking  the  main 
point — specializing  as  mechanicians  when  we  ought  to  be  special- 
izing as  physicians!  Unless  we  get  the  truth  of  the  matter 
we  can  never  be  scientific  men,  as  it  is  our  privilege  and  preroga- 
tive to  be.  We  liave  no  right  to  go  ahead  and  operate  mechani- 
cally in  the  mouth  until  we  have  put  the  mouth  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition.  I  have  a  little  patient  at  home  li  years  of  age  who  came 
in  my  ofHce  a  few  days  ago  with  her  mouth  in  a  fearful  condition. 
I  haven't  touched  the  cavity  and  do  not  expect  to  until  I  get  the 
mouth  in  a  healthy  condition.  It  is  my  Urst  consideration — to 
produce  a  healthy  condition.  We  must  look  out  for  those  things. 
If  the  disea.sed  soft  tissues  of  the  mouth  are  not  a  pathological 
condition,  what  are  they  ?  What  is  the  use  to  leave  them  there 
when  they  are  going  to  destroy  the  good  results  that  might  other- 
wise be  obtained.  There  are  other  methods  by  which  you  can 
accomplish  the  results,  but  his  is  the  best.  It  behooves  us,  if 
we  are  going  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  and  with  the  profes- 
sion, that  we  begin  at  the  beginning  and  keep  up  with  the  pro- 
cession. And  we  are  going  to  reduce  the  mortality  record  if  we 
do  this.  I  wish  you  could  get  that  thoroughly  in  your  minds.  It 
is  our  prerogative  and  our  duty  to  do  it.  We  have  got  to  educate 
the  public,  and  it  is  a  Ions,  hard,  tedious  job.  but  Ave  cannot  af- 
ford to  shirk  the  i-esponsibility.  A  young  man  came  into  my  of- 
fice recently  and  wanted  to  know  if  his  teeth  could  be  cleaned,  if 
it  was  worth  while.  I  saw  a  lot  of  work  in  his  mouth.  He  took 
good  care  of  his  teeth  as  far  as  he  individually  was  concerned.  I 
said  "Haven't  vou  had  some  work  done  recentlv?"  and  he  said 
''Yes.  sir."  Tlien  I  asked  "Why  didn't  your  dentist  clean 
them?"  "Well,  he  said  it  wasn't  no  use."  Let  us  instill  into 
our  patients  a  desire  for  cleanliness  and  into  our  own  hearts  a 
desire  for  cleanliness.  Teach  your  patients  that  you  are  giving 
them  comprehensive  prophylactic  treatment. 

President  Hunt:     Any  further  discussion,  gentlemen? 

Dr.  Gray :  I  want  to  commend  that  paper.  It  is  a  very  val- 
uable one.  You  have  not  had  a  more  valuable  one  before  you 
this  year.  I  have  attended  a  great  many  associations  and  I  want 
to  say  to  you  that  the  dentists  are  wide  awake  on  this  subject. 
Everytliing  that  we  can  do  in  the  way  of  dentistry  is  pi-ophylactie, 
but  it  seems  that  Smith  has  gotten  ahead  of  us  on  tliis  subject.  I 
think  he  has  done  great  good.  I  don't  think  he  claims  the  honor 
of  being  the  only  prophylactic  teacher.  He  has  got  a  good  many 
l)roniinent  dentists  down  on  him  for  claiming  the  honor,  for  some 
don't  think  he  is  entitled  to  it.  We  have  got  to  wake  up 
though.  There  isn't  any  question  about  that.  Some  dentists 
fill  teeth  without  ])aying  any  attention  to  the  healthfulness  of  the 
mouth.  Tlie  day  is  fast  approaching  when  gold  (illings  will  not  be 
used  in  the  mouth.  There  is  a  great  endeavor  being  made  to  bring 
this    about.     For    instance,    take    Ascher's    Artificial    Enamel.     It 
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is  saiil  to  preserve  tooth  structure  indefinitely.  Under  the  old 
methods,  we  know  that  we  can  seal  up  a  tooth  and  yet  we  have 
recunetif  caries.  I  don't  believe  that  a  man  should  ever  fill  a 
tooth  until  the  mouth  is  in  a  healthy  condition.  I  don't  think 
he  is  doing  his  patient  justice.  I  don't  think  that  he  should 
"throAv  in"  the  cleaninij.  (Applause.)  It  should  be  charged  for 
just  the  same  as  the  extraction  of  a  tooth. 

I  am  going  to  tlirow  this  back  at  you  pretty  hard  because  you 
tramped  upon  me  in  the  college  business  this  morning.  I  believe 
the  day  will  come,  possibly  in  Dr.  Holland's  day,  but  not  in  mine 
(Laughter)  Avhen  there  will  be  very  few  teeth  filled,  very  few  in- 
deed, because  of  the  fact  that  the  people  are  going  to  be  educated 
on  the  subject.  The  dentist  is  beginning  to  take  it  up  and  the 
physician,  and  God  knows  the  physician  needs  instruction.  He 
is  the  first  one  you  should  begin  on  in  the  community.  He  is  the 
most  ignorant  of  the  profession  of  any  mass  of  men.  He  leans 
liimself  away  back  and  has  the  appearance  of  being  full  of  mighty 
power  and  sense,  and  he  knows  nothing  about  it,  and  we  go  and 
sit  down  and  listen  to  his  discussions  without  contradicting  him. 
We  are  afraid  to  give  a  dose  of  medicine,  even  if  it  be  calomel 
for  a  torpid  liver,  without  the  doctor's  permission,  for  fear  of  an- 
tagonizing liim.  You  cannot  cure  a  disease  of  the  mouth  as  long 
as  tlu'  old  alimentary  canal  is  in  bad  condition. — you  talk  about 
cure  wlien  the  blood  is  in  bad  condition,  full  of  disease.  You 
must  begin  to  treat  y)atients  intelligently,  aiul  we  cannot  do  it  un- 
til we  study  these  moi-bid  conditions.  Dr.  Smith  is  doing  an  ex- 
cellent work.  He  is  beginning  to  teach  massage  of  the  gums. 
You  must  know  that  the  blood  vessels  end  there  and  tliey  be- 
come deadened  and  dry  up.  It  is  tlie  same  way  with  the  bone. 
You  want  to  keep  those  blood  vessels  alive  and  you  Avant  to  do  it 
by  massage,  not  only  Avitli  the  fingers,  but  Avith  a  brush,  gently. 
IIoAv  many  patients  go  out  of  the  oHice  Avithout  having  been  in- 
structed and  educated  in  the  cleansing  of  the  teeth.  One  rea- 
son for  tliat  is  because  Ave  are  not  accustomed  for  charging  for 
our  lime.  Therefore,  we  neglect  it.  People  are  not  going  to  go 
on  and  do  these  things  day  bj'  day  for  the  glory  of  the  profession. 
A  man  is  Avorthy  of  his  hire,  and  if  lie  is  (jualified  lu'  ought  to  be 
able  to  earn  it.  and  if  he  is  not  he  should  be  condemned.  (Ap- 
])lause.) 

Dr.  Holland:  I  don't  knoAV  Avhen  I  luive  enjoyed  a  paper  more 
than  tlie  one  of  the  present  essayist.  Tlie  truth  of  it  is  that  it  is 
a  magnificent  pa|)er.  It  is  one  that  is  so  suggestive  of  Avhat  Ave 
shouhl  learn  to  do  that  Ave  cannot  connnend  it  too  highly.  Dr. 
Graj'  has  seen  fit  to  pay  me  a  great  compliment.  He  says  for 
forty-fiA-e  years  I  have  beoi  doing  moi"e  or  less  prophylactic  work 
in  the  mouth.  Noav  I  cannot  say  that  I  accept  tliat  complinuMit  in 
full,  because  the  doctor  is  a  little  senile  here  (he  Avears  a  Aviir.)  I 
don't  know  hoAv  he  got  it  into  his  head  that  T  lind  been  liviu<r  45 
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years.  However  that  may  be,  I  will  say  that  the  care  and  cleanli- 
ness of  the  teeth  has  not  just  within  recent  years  appealed  to  me, 
and  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  ever  done  my  duty  as  to  oral  cleanli- 
ness, but  I  liave  controlled  a  few  patients  for  many  years,  and 
those  patients  I  have  done  more  for  in  the  way  of  preventing  dis- 
ease on  account  of  prophylaxis  than  I  have  by  tilling  teeth.  If 
we  would  teach  our  i)atients  to  understand  that  before  we  per- 
form an  operation  oral  cleanliness  is  absolutely  necessary,  it  would 
be  a  great  thing  for  them.  Now  the  other  gentleman  who  spoke 
went  a  little  further  and  said  it  was  necessai-y  to  render  the 
mouth  perfectly  healthy  before  you  commence  your  dental  op- 
eration,— I  think  he  has  gone  a  little  far  there,  because  some- 
times it  is  impossible  to  render  the  mouth  healthy  without  restor- 
ing nature.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  you  can  render  a  mouth 
perfectly  healthy  where  there  is  a  cavity  which  renders  it  pos- 
sible for  food  to  be  packed  between  the  teeth?  It  is  my  idea 
that  the  tooth  must  be  restored  to  its  natural  condition  as  nearly 
as  possible  before  you  can  bring  about  a  healthy  mouth.  I  would 
like  to  know  liow  many  gentlemen  present  get  anything  like  an 
average  fee  for  cleansing  the  mouth.  I  will  guarantee  to  say 
not  one.  A  year's  faithful  work  to  the  cleanly  care  of  a 
l)atient's  mouth  is  worth  more  than  a  year  of  tilling.  An  ounce 
of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.  It  is  our  mission  in  life 
to  prevent  disease. 

As  to  tlie  oral  cavity  being  filled  with  disease,  I  will  say  that 
T  l)elieve  T  will  live  to  see  the  time  when  the  dentist  will  be  so 
highly  educated  that  he  will  be  called  into  consultation  by  the 
general  practitioner  in  order  to  facilitate  diagnosis  in  the  erup- 
tive diseases.  I  know  that  in  scarlet  fever  and  measles  the  erup- 
tions take  place  in  the  mouth  before  there  is  any  eruption  on  the 
body.  I  want  us  to  get  to  the  point  that  the  moment  we  look 
in  the  mouth  and  see  that  is  is  uncleanly,  to  be  able  to  tell  why 
it  is  uncleanly.  It  is  very  important  then  that  we  should  be  ed- 
ucated up  to  that  point  and  if  we  do  not  study  the  fundamental 
branches  of  medicine.  ])articularly  that  of  pathology*,  how  can  we 
ever  become  comi)etent  men  in  the  practice  of  prophylaxis.  It 
can't  be  done.  The  case  must  be  properly  diagnosed  before  it 
can  be  properly  treated. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  T'have  always  thouglit,  since  my 
first  visit  to  North  Carolina,  that  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Asso- 
ciation was  one  of  the  best  in  the  whole  country.  It  has  always 
been  a  jnivilege  to  me  to  be  with  you.  For  some  years  I  have 
not  had  that  pleasure.  This  year,  I  feel,  after  having  been  wafted 
out  of  my  office  on  account  of  disease  and  .sickness  for  almost  lo 
months  I  feel  that  it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  be  with  you,  and  I 
am  so  liappy  over  it  that  I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  the 
Lord  hasn't  been  so  hard  on  me  after  all.  I  thank  you  for  .your 
attention. 


40  PROCEEDINGS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Dr.  V.  E.  Turnei':  I  want  to  say  one  more  word.  In  order 
to  show  the  importance  of  pi-ophylaotic  treatment,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  month  should  be  kept  in  a  healtliy  condition — I 
remember  on  one  occasion,  I,  with  some  other  dentists  of  the  coun- 
try, appeared  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  order  to  give  them  a  good  reason  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Dental  Army  Coi^JS,  and  one  member  of  tliat  Committee  asked 
this  cjuestion:  "Do  yon  cure  pyorrhea?"  Well,  you  know,  that 
is  a  question  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  about.  Of 
course,  the  question  Avas  a  general  one,  and  he  didn't  state  a  spe- 
cific condition  or  stage  of  pyorrhea.  Well,  Dr.  Kirk,  of  Phila- 
delphia, answered  the  question  by  saying  that  although  a  mouth 
had  been  affected  by  pyorrhea,  by  proper  treatment  it  could  be 
put  in  an  antiseptic  condition.  And  he  went  on  to  say  further 
that  the  importance  of  a  soldiers  mouth  being  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition was  greater  than  any  other  individual,  for  the  reason  that 
a  wound  in  the  face,  through  a  moutli  that  is  diseased,  wuuhl  carry 
contamination  and  fatality  often  to  the  man  who  was  wounded, 
when  he  otherwise  might  I'ecover.  This  is  a  very  important  feat- 
ure, and  1  mention  that  to  show  you  that  that  is  another  stride  in 
the  progress  of  dentistry. 

Dr.  Cole:  I  want  to  thank  Dr.  Watkins  f(n-  his  paper.  I  think 
we  are  on  the  right  track  when  we  talk  about  and  ]ii'actice  ]>]-o- 
phylaxis.  I  think  that  ])rtvention  of  disease  is  what  we  should 
look  to.  I  also  want  to  thank  Dr.  Holland  for  his  kind  remarks 
in  regard  to  our  Association.  His  speaking  of  the  Society  being 
the  best  in  the  country  reminds  me  of  a  .ioke.  It  was  said  that 
there  was  an  old  Northerner  who  after  a  visit  to  the  South  on  one 
occasion,  took  an  old  southern  negro  liome  with  him  and  gave  a 
dinner  in  Aunt  Dinah's  honor,  to  which  a  number  of  his  distin- 
guished friends  Avere  invited.  He  told  Aunt  Dinah  lie  was  going 
to  treat  her  "white.*'  and  not  make  a  sei'vant  of  hei-  as  tliev  did 
in  the  South.  Well,  she  ate  with  the  invited  party,  although  slie 
was  very  uncomfortable,  and  afterwards  the  host  said  to  her, 
"Now.  haven't  I  treated  you  nice.  Your  folks  down  South  don't 
treat  you  that  way,  do  they"?"  And  she  said,  "No,  sir;  dey  is 
gen 'men. "      (Laughter.) 

President  Hunt:     Dr.  Watkins  will  close  the  discussion. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Watkins:  I  have  nothiiiLT  furtlier  t(»  say.  I  simply 
want   to  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  discussion. 

President  Hunt:  Without  objecticni,  the  subject  will  be  passed. 
It  is  g-rowing  lather  late,  and  I  have  promised  Dr.  P>eedles,  of 
Danville,  that  f  will  give  him  a  little  time  tliis  morning,  as  lie  has 
to  catch  an  afternoon  train.  He  has  a  subject  of  great  imi)or- 
tance  which   he  wishes  to  }»ut   before  us.     I  now     otlev     him     the 

fhiO!'. 
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Dr.  Wyclie:  It  seems  to  mo  that  we  ought  to  have  more  of  our 
members  here  to  hear  Dr.  Beedles. 

President  Hunt:  Will  you  act  as  a  Committee  of  One  to  in- 
form the  members  that  Dr.  Beedles  has  the  lioor? 

Wliile  we  wait  for  the  members  to  come  in,  I  wish  to  make  a 
few  announcements.  We  are  not  going  to  have  the  paper  by  Dr. 
Click  until  immediately  after  we  open  this  afternoon. 

The  Local  Committee  desires  that  all  the  members  and  guests 
register  at  the  door.  They  request  also  that  the  members  pro- 
cure and  wear  the  badge  of  the  Association. 

This  afternoon  at  5  :.jO  we  will  have  a  barbecue  at  Overlook 
Park.  You  ai-e  requested  to  meet  at  5:15  at  the  Square,  where 
the  cars  will  be  waiting  for  you,  and  where  3'ou  will  receive  re- 
turn tickets  to  the  Park. 

The  Dental  Brief,  which  was  made  tlie  Official  Organ  of  our 
S<iciety  last  year  has  been  sent  to  us.  a  Inindred  or  more  copies, 
and  they  will  be  here  this  afternoon.  You  v«ill  lind  in  this  an 
aiticle  pertaining  to  the  matter  which  Dr.  Beedle  will  present  to 
you  and  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  all  secure  a  copy  and  read 
the  article. 

The  photographer  requests  that  all  tlie  members  and  guests, 
and  the  ladies  especially,  will  meet  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the 
hotel  immediately  upon  adjournment.  We  hope  that  you  will  all 
be  on  hand. 

Dr.  Beedles,  of  Danville:  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen:  I  am 
here  today  to  reinesent  the  Virginia  State  Dental  Association. 
About  two  years  ago  there  was  a  Committee  appointed  by  that 
Association  lookiuQ'  towards  the  accomplishment  of  something  that 
has  been  in  the  minds  of  the  Dental  profession  for  a  number 
of  years.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  a])ont  the  recognition  of  our 
profession.  Now  we  have  various  definitions  of  "recognition." 
Some  one  has  said  that  we  get  i-ecognition  through  individual  ef- 
forts. This  is  all  very  true.  Still,  there  is  another  kind  of  rec- 
ognition that  we  need  and  ought  to  have.  You  remember  it  was 
only  an   accident   that   caused   the  Dental   profession   to   be  other 

than  a  special  branch  of  medicine.     Years  ago,  when  Dr.  

wanted  to  establish  a  chair  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  they 
were  wrong  then  as  they  seem  to  be  now,  and  they  refused  to 
liave  this  chair  put  in.  If  he  had  established  a  new  school  this 
trouble  would  never  have  come  upon  us.  It  is  never  too  late  to 
remedy  a  wrong,  however.  This  was  a  wrong  and  the  Virginia 
Dentists  are  very  much  in  earnest  as  to  correcting  it.  In  our 
State  there  are  two  dental  colleges.  This  movement  has  origi- 
nated with  the  men  in  those  schof)ls,  the  professors;  they  brought 
it  before  our  State  Association.  We  have  taken  it  up  with  them, 
and  in  a  very  few  words  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is.     All  I  ask  of 
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you  is  that  vou  will  pass  a  resolution  endorsing  us  in  this  matter. 
We  have  not  gone  outside  the  State  for  any  help  or  assistanee  m 
the  matter.  I  believe  that  if  we  can  carry  this  in  Yirginia,  it 
will  be  an  entering  wedge.  The  idea  is  to  get  the  Legislature  to 
pass  a  law  requiring  every  man  who  proposes  to  practice  den- 
tistry in  Virginia  to  stand  his  examination  before  the  Medical 
Board  instead  of  the  Dental  Board  as  it  now  stands.  On  this 
Board  will  be  two  dentists,  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  rec- 
ommended by  the  State  Association.  I  have  papers  in  my  pocket 
about  this.  I  will  only  say,  in  a  few  words,  that  after  much 
study,  the  professors  iii  these  two  schools  in  Richmond  have  de- 
cided that  every  man  shall  be  entered  as  a  medical  student,  take 
a  regular  four  year's  course,  each  session  to  be  composed  of  seven 
months.  He  will  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  study  of  medicine. 
After  the  adjournment  of  the  medical  school  he  will  take  up  me- 
chanical work.  He  will  be  relieved  of  any  theoretical  work,  and 
in  this  way  he  will  have  more  time  to  give  to  the  mechanical  part 
than  he  does  now. 

Now,  there  hasn't  been  a  woid  said  in  any  of  the  discussions, 
and  I  have  listened  very  carefully,  but  what  is  right  along  the  line 
of  this  movement.  So"  I  ask  you— Dr.  Turner  has  the  resolutioii 
in  his  hand — to  simply  back  us  up  in  this.  The  resolution  doesn't 
commit  you  at  all.  I  have  a  pocket  full  of  letters  from  all  over 
the  countrv  commending  the  work  and  wishing  us  success.  I  wish 
to  say  that  unless  we  do  this  pretty  soon,  that  the  other  countries 
wall  be  get  tine-  ahead  of  us.     Dentistrv  in  America  leads  the  world. 

"We  want  to  continue  to  lead.     I  talked  with  Di'.  .     All 

of  vou  know  him.  He  said  that  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  in 
Paris  then  to  do  this  very  thing.  In  Italy  the  same  thing  is  be- 
ing done.  I  look  upon  tlu-se  people  as  being  far  behind  us.  In 
many  respects  they  are.  It  won't  do  for  us  to  fall  behind  in  this. 
I  ask  you  if  you  won't  vote  favorable  on  this  resolution  that  Dr. 
Turner  has.     I  tliank  you  for  your  attention. 

Secretary  Watkins:  Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner  requests  me  to  read  the 
resolution,  which  is  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION. 

Whereas,  IVIedicine  is  the  science  and  art  of  preserving 
health  and  preventing  and  curing  disease  of  tlie  liunuui  body,  Den- 
tistry, treating  of  the  diseases  of  the  mbuth  and  its  contiguous 
parts,  must  be  a  branch  of  medicine,  and 

Whereas,  the  initial  expressions  of  many  constitutional  ailments 
are  found  in  the  mouth,  making  an  intimate  knowledge  of  such  dis- 
eases necessary  in  order  to  an  accurate  diagnosis,  and 

Whereas,  tlie  reflex  actions  of  the  diseases  of  the  contiguous 
organs,  particularly,  and  of  all  the  major  organs  to  a  greater  or 
less  degi-ee,  effect  the  teeth  and  surrounding  parts  and  vice  versa, 
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— a  general  knoAvIecIge  of  medicine  is  necssary  to  the  most  intelli- 
gent practice  of  the  specialtj'  of  dentistry,  and 

Wliereas,  dentistry  is  the  only  branch  of  medicine  Avhich  is 
practiced  under  any  other  than  the  degree  of  M.  D.  and 

Whereas,  a  medical  education  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  practice  of 
dentistry  means  an  additional  year  of  preliminary  instruction 
(high  school)  thus  elevating  the  profession  and  ])lacing  it  on  a  par 
Avith  other  branches, — 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Carolina  State  Dental  Association 
heartily  endorse  tlie  movement  for  the  full  recognition  of  dentistry 
as  a  branch  of  medicine  under  the  plan  proi)osed  by  tlie  Virginia 
State  Association — or  any  plan  which  Avould   accomplish   the  ob- 

Resolved,  That  in  every  proper  way  we  will  promote  the  move- 
ment individually  and  as  a  body. 

President  Hunt:  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  the  resolution. 
What  will  you  do  with  it! 

It  is  moved  that  the  resolution  be  passed. 

Dr.  Wyche:     I  second  the  motion. 

Dr.  Belts:  I  rise  to  ask  for  information.  W^ill  this  condition 
that  Dr.  Gray  speaks  of  as  obtaining  affect  this  movement? 

Dr.  Gray:     No,  sir. 

"Question!"     ''Question!" 

Tlie  question,  upon  being  put  before  the  Convention,  was  unan- 
imously carried,  and  the  Society  goes  on  record  as  favoring  the 
movement  of  the  Virginia  State  Association  as  presented  by  Dr. 
Beedles. 

Dr.  Beedles:  I  wish  to  thank  you  most  lieartily,  gentlemen,  for 
your  endorsement.  I  wish  very  much  that  all  of  you  who  can  do 
so  will  be  at  Old  Point  on  the  23rd  of  July,  when  we  have  our 
State  Association  meeting.  This  question  will  come  up  there  and 
we  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  you  present  with  us. 

Upon  motion,  the  meeting  is  adjourned  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,   JUNE   24TH,   1909. 

President  Hunt :  The  North  Carolina  Dental  Society  will  please 
come  to  order. 

We  will  first  vote  on  the  a])plications  for  admission  to  mem- 
bership. The  vote  will  be  taken  by  ballot.  I  appoint  Dr.  Arthur 
Fleming  to  act  as  teller. 

The  following  gentlemen  wore  voted  on  and  unanimouslv  elected 
members  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society :     George  F.  Whit- 
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lieia,  W.  T.  Ileriuloii,  Edwin  II.  Mason,  IIerl)ert  A.  Moss,  A.  D. 
Abernetliy,  H.  L.  Keith,  H.  N.  Simpson,  William  Fleming,  \Vm.  W. 
Taylor,  T.  F.  Aslibuin,  J.  S.  Wells,  Oscar  L.  Moore. 

President  Hunt:  We  will  now  have  a  j:)aper,  ''Devitalization 
and  Treatment  of  Teeth,"  by  Dr  E.  G.  Click,  of  Elkin. 

Dr.  Click  here  delivered  his  address,  as  follows: 

DEVITALIZATION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  TEETH. 

Mr.   President,   Members   of  tlie   North    Carolina    Dental   Society, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  subject  of  my  paper  is  the  devitalization  and  treatment  of 
teeth.  In  the  beiiinning  let  me  say  that  this  is  a  short  paper  and 
is  not  intended  to  cover  all  tlie  ground,  for  there  is  hardly  a 
limit  to  this  subject.  I  do  not  write  on  tiiis  sul)ject  because  I 
expect  to  teach  you  very  much,  and  not  because  I  claim  to  know 
very  much  about  it,  but  I  write  on  it  because  I  realize  that  none 
of  us  can  know  too  much  about  it  and  I  want  you  men  who  know 
so  much  more  about  it  tlian  I  do  to  discuss  it  so  that  I  may  learn 
something  more  on  the  subject. 

I  do  not  know  how  others  feel,  but  I  have  never  felt  that  I  liave 
done  all  that  could  (u-  sliould  be  done  in  the  treatment  of  teeth. 
I  often  wonder  Avhy  I  do  not  luive  more  trouble  than  I  do  witli 
some  teeth  that  I  have  devitalized  and  tilled.  l'erliaj)s  I  have  not 
practiced  long  enough  to  see  them  begin  to  fail.  1  have  been  sur- 
pj-ised  at  my  success  and  have  often  wondered  at  tlie  facility  with 
which  nature  has  adjusted  hei'self  to  the  crude  attempts  of  man 
in  her  behalf. 

.  I  still  have  to  use  mummifying  pastequite  freijuently  and  I  have 
never  thought  that  this  was  real  dentistry.  If  any  one  knows 
some  new  way  to  clean  out  small  crooked  canals,  I  wish  they 
would  tell  me.  In  tlie  extirpation  of  pulj*,  1  use  cocaine  whenever 
I  can,  and  I'emove  the  pulp  altogether  alive  and  have  very  lit- 
tle trouble  getting  it  fi'om  tlie  single  or  round  rooted  teeth.  I 
usually  use  arsenic  for  the  molars  and  often  for  tlie  upper  bicns- 
})ids,  expecially  when  I  believe  their  roots  to  be  tint  and  hard  to 
get  a  broacli  into.  For  in  using  cocaine  if  you  fail  to  get  every 
particle  the  lirst  time  wliile  the  pulp  is  numb,  then  it's  hard  to 
ever  get  it  later  for  it  is  almost  imi)ossible  to  benumb  again.  You 
do  not  want  to  use  arsenic  at  tlie  apex,  and  a  long  continiu^d  use 
of  acids  causes  irritation  and  is  not  best.  1  liud  that  cocaine 
works  best  with  chloroform  esi)ecially  if  the  })ulp  be  at  all  in- 
flamed. Get  the  cavity  dry,  saturate  witli  chlofoi'in  for  a  fcAv 
seconds,  api)ly  a  small  particle  of  an  adrenalin  cocain  tablet  direct 
to  the  exposure;  place  a  small  piece  of  unvulcanized  red  rubber 
on  this  and  jtress  uj)  with  as  large  a  ball  burnisliei-  as  can  be  got- 
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ten  into  cavity.  Press  liglitly  at  first,  gradually  increasing  the 
pressure,  and,  as  a  rule,  there  Avill  be  no  pain  at  all.  This  pres- 
sure is  continueil  f)-oni  one  to  three  miiuites.  Of  course  it  is  un- 
derstoixl  that  we  have  a  free  exposure  to  begin  with.  A  fine 
sharp  broach  should  be  in  readiness  and  also  the  right  size  bur 
in  the  engine.  0])cn  up  the  cavity  wall  with  the  bur  and  force 
the  broach  between  the  i)ulp  and  the  pulp  wall  up  to  very  tip  of 
the  tooth,  (five  the  broach  two  or  three  rotations  and  withdraw, 
and  you  are  almost  sure  to  bring  the  pulp  out  entire.  Examine  it 
ch>sely  to  be  sure  that  you  have  it  all.  If  the  little  tip  has  failed 
to  come,  go  after  it  right  then  while  it's  numb.  Hemorrhage 
neai-ly  always  follows.  Wash  the  blood  away,  dry  well  and  treat 
with  some  mild  remedy  as  oil  of  cloves,  dentalone,  etc.  The  tooth 
will  l)e  ready  to  fill  in  a  day  or  two  if  there  is  no  pericemented 
trouble,  and  there  usually  is  not.  I  never  use  carbolic  acid  in  a 
healthy  pulp  canal  as  it  is  almost  sure  to  cause  irritation  of  the 
tender  tissues  at  the  apex. 

As  a  devitalizing  paste  I  use  arsenic,  cocain  and  oil  of  cloves  in 
a  stitT  paste  applying  a  small  particle  direct  to  the  exposure,  plac- 
ing over  this  a  small  pellet  of  cotton  saturated  in  oil  of  cloves; 
fill  the  cavity  well  with  dry  cotton  and  coat  the  surface  with 
sandarach  varnish  without  much  pressure.  If  the  cavity  runs  be- 
neath the  gum  margin,  pack  a  pellet  of  cotton  saturated  in  san- 
darach varnish  on  the  gum  the  first  thing,  absorbing  away  excess 
of  varnish  with  dry  cotton,  care  being  taken  not  to  let  the  varnish 
reacli  the  pulp  exposure.  Let  the  arsenic  remain  in  the  tooth  for 
twenty-four  hours,  wash  the  cavity  out  well  with  a  hard  stream 
of  tepid  water.  Exjiose  the  pulp  well,  allowing  it  to  bleed  freely. 
If •  there  is  still  much  sensation  api)ly  arsenic  a  second  time.  If 
the  pulp  appears  to  be  entirely  dead,  treat  with  an  antiseptic  for 
three  or  four  days  before  removing,  as  it  will  at  the  end  of  this 
time  become  tough  and  can  be  removed  in  mass.  After  remov- 
ing the  pulp  I  give  one  more  treatment  witli  Black's  1 — 2 — 3  re- 
tainer for  a  few  days  and  tlien  fill. 

I  use  reamers  for  reaming  out  canals  very  little,  althougli  I 
think  it  is  a  good  idea  to  cut  away  the  surface  of  the  pulp  cavity 
slightly,  thus  insui'ing  tlie  thorough  removal  of  all  animal  mat- 
ter and  micro-organisms,  if  any  exist.  If  a  canal  is  round  it  rare- 
ly ever  needs  any  reaming  and  if  flat,  I'm  afraid  of  the  reamers. 
It  can  be  cleaned  much  better  with  a  small  broach  anyway,  using 
sulphuric  acid  if  necessary.  I  use  gutta  percha  points  nearly  al- 
together in  the  filling  of  canals,  softened  by  heat  and  dipped  in 
oil  of  eucalyi)tus.  Eucalyptus  is  a  solvent  for  gutta  percha  and 
its  great  penetration  and  healing  eft'ects  makes  it  an  ideal  remedy 
in  root  ciinals.  In  case  the  root  be  at  all  diseased,  I  also  use 
iodoform  in  tlie  bottom  of  canal.  Iodoform  is  not  a  germicide,  as 
organisms  will  grow  about  it,  but  it  appears  to  lessen  or  destroy 
the  effects  of  toxic  substances  generated  about  it.  I  then  seal 
with  cement  and  the  treatment  is  completed.     The  cavitv  can  then 
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be  i)rt'pared  for  the  kind  of  filling  desii'ed.  I  have  not  mentioned 
the  rubber  dam.  Of  course  it  is  often  necessary  to  use  it,  but  in 
most  cases  it  is  unnecessary,  as  it  takes  but  little  time  to  seal  with 
gutta  percha  and  cement,  if  everything  is  gotten  in  readiness  be- 
fore hand. 

It  is  not  ray  intention  to  say  anything  about  the  treatment  of 
abscessed  teeth,  but  there  is  a  class  of  teeth  we  all  have  more  or 
less  experience  with;  those  in  which  the  pulp  has  died  unexpect- 
edly from  some  external  cause  as  a  blow  uiton  the  tooth,  from 
l>acking  cotton  too  tightly  and  moving  too  (juickly  to  give  separa- 
tion or  in  correcting  irregularities  or  from  the  }»lacement  of  fill- 
ings in  too  close  proximity  to  the  pulp,  more  frequentlv  from  the 
latter  cause. 

I  have  had  more  pulps  to  die  beneath  artificial  enamel  than 
from  all  other  forces  combined. 

We  will  divide  these  teeth  into  two  classes:  The  first  class 
comprises  those  teeth  in  which  the  pulp  has  mummified  and  has 
given  no  trouble  whatevei",  a  sliglit  discoloration  probably  being 
the  only  clue  as  to  its  true  condition.  Sometimes  a  sliglit  sore- 
ness. A  pulp  dying  beneath  a  cement  filling  is  usually  in  this  con- 
dition as  the  cement  seems  to  have  the  mummifying  effect  upon 
it.  The  treatment  is  to  open  up  with  sterilized  instruments,  re- 
moving eveiy  particle  of  dead  pulp,  cutting  away  the  wall  of  tlie 
cavity  to  a  certain  extent,  as  this  is  the  part  whei-e  discoloration 
is  greatest.  Treat  Avith  a  strong  antisei)tic.  as  jdienol  for  a  few 
days  or  if  bleaching  is  required,  with  hydrogen  or  sodium  dioxide, 
as  there  is  up  .septic  matter  present  the  tooth  can  soon  be  filled. 

The  treatment  of  the  second  class  requires  greater  care  and  is 
of  longer  duratitui.  The  pulp  is  invaded  with  micro-organisms 
and  gives  otf  the  odor  of  hydrogen  sulphid.  The  pulp  may  or 
may  not  be  entirely  dissolved  and  tliere  is  almost  sure  to  be  some 
irritation  or  inflammation  at  the  apex.  If  the  pulp  is  still  in  a 
state  of  preservation  (which  goes  to  show  that  it  has  been  dead 
but  a  short  time)  it  can  be  removed  in  mass,  great  care  being 
taken  not  to  force  tlie  broach  very  far  up  for  fear  of  forcing  sep- 
tic matter  through  opical  foramen.  If  the  pulp  be  dissolved  syr- 
inge out  well  with  hydrogen  dioxide  and  treat  for  a  day  or  two  with 
some  strong  antiseptic  as  phenol,  formalin,  or  Black's  12  3,  not 
forcing  the  cotton  up  too  tightly.  At  the  second  treatment  the 
canal  can  be  cleaned  more  thoroughly,  (here  ]>robably  being  no  ^ 
soreness  by  this  time.  I  believe  in  leaving  these  teeth  open  for 
quite  awhile,  iiivini;'  them  a  thorough  ti-eatment.  In  fact  I  do 
not  believe  in  liurrying  treatment  at  all  when  it  is  for  a  ]iatient 
who  Avill  come  when  directed;  but  if  it  is  for  a  jierson  who  will 
not  come  regularly,  it  is  best  to  fill  as  soon  as  possible  as  a  tooth 
will  soon  go  to  ruin  if  treated  in  just  any  manner. 

With  a  country  practice,  one  has  very  often  to  take  some  I'isks 
and  fill  ]>rematurely  and  pei-ha)>s  lose  many  teeth  that  otlierwise 
could   be   saved.     Our   i)eoi)le   have   so   mucli    to   learn   about    the 
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value  and  care  of  their  teeth.  So  many  are  willing  to  lose  a 
tooth  rather  than  make  one  or  two  ten  mile  trips  for  treatment. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  teach  them  better.  It  will  benefit  us  as  well  as 
tliem  in  lime  to  come,  if  we  preach  the  doctrine  of  "preservation 
of  the  teeth."  It  is  sometimes  hard  to  do  and  we  do  not  feel 
like  arguing,  and  with  some  people  it  is  almost  useless,  but  let 
us  do  the  best  we  can  and  our  labors  will  not  be  in  vain,  and  when 
our  duties  at  the  chair  are  ended  we  can  look  back  and  say,  we 
have  done  our  duty.     What  more  can  a  dentist  do? 

President  Hunt :  We  have  listened  to  this  admirable  paper  by 
Dr.  Click  A\ith  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  The  discussion  will  be 
opened  by  Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming. 

Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming:  I  think  Dr.  Click  is  to  be  congratula- 
ted on  his  ])aper.  I  think  that  while  he  may  have  written  it,  as 
he  says,  to  learn  something,  that  in  the  reading'  of  it  he  has 
taught  us  something.  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  in  dentistry  in 
which  thei-e  is  more  shoddy  work  done  than  in  the  devitalization 
of  teeth.  He  says  he  has  been  surprised  at  what  nature  can  do. 
But  he  can  take  some  congratulation  to  himself,  for  if  there  is 
one  place  where  I  think  nature  does  not  help  much,  it  is  in  this 
work.  He  says  lie  uses  arsenic  in  the  back  teeth.  I  don't  know 
that  I  agree  with  him  in  that.  I  believe  you  can  use  cocaine  in 
the  back  teeth  as  well  as  in  the  front.  Of  course,  if  you  are  go- 
ing to  mummify  the  nerve  you  would  probably  have  more  success 
follo-ning  arsenic  than  cocaine,  but  I  am  glad  that  Dr.  Click 
doesn't  attribute  his  success  to  that.  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
against  all  theory  and  I  believe  that  mummified  teeth  will  come 
back  to  you.  I  have  had  them  to  come  back  to  me,  and  I  sus- 
pect others  have  had  the  same  experience.  I  believe  you  can  re- 
move the  pieces  of  nerve  just  as  readily  following  cocaine  as  bv 
any  other  method.  He  is  right  in  oi)ening  up  his  teeth,  while  he 
says  he  doesn't  believe  in  retiming  the  roots.  I  believe  in  using 
a  Gates-Gliddon  reamer  that  will  open  up  the  roots.  If  it  breaks 
it  breaks  at  the  shank  and  can  be  easily  removed. 

In  folloAving  the  cocaine  treatment,  I  do  not  think  it  is  w^ell  to 
wedge  for  several  days.  I  find  that  I  am  as  successful  to  treat 
immediately  as  to  wedge  for  several  days.  Of  course  the  tooth 
is  very  sore,  but  I  don't  think  the  soreness  is  any  greater  than  it 
would  be  if  left  open.  I  think  abscesses  are  often  overtreated. 
In  the  treatment  of  blind  abscess,  I  have  been  more  successful  in 
the  use  of  Blair's  Puss  Cure.  Dr.  Harris  said  he  didn't  know 
that  we  ought  to  use  patent  medicine  in  the  treatment.  Some 
time  when  you  have  an  old  abscess  that  is  about  readv  to  open, 
try  Blair's  Puss  Cure.  It  comes  in  both  liquid  and  powder.  I 
have  seen  some  here  on  display. 

Dr.  Click  brought  out  oiu'  point  tluit  is  new  to  me.  He  said 
he  had  had  more  nerves  to  die  uiuler  enamel  fillings  tlian  any 
other.     It  IS  true  that  I  don't   come  in  close  contact   with  these. 
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T   don't   tliink   there   is  a  better  preparation   for   filling  the   root 
than  oil  of  cloves. 

I  want  to  commend  Dr.  Click  on  his  well  prepared  paper.  He 
shows  that  he  is  getting  well  np  on  the  work. 

Dr.  J.  E.  "Wyche:  Dr.  Click  didn't  say  anything  about  using 
arsenic  in  temporary  teeth.  I  would  like  to  know  what  his  ex- 
perience has  been  along  that  line. 

Dr.  Click :     I  have  never  used  it  in  temporary  teeth. 

Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner:  I  oijoycd  Dr.  Click's  |iaper  very  much,  and 
am  jileased  to  see  our  young  members  coming  to  tlie  front  and 
giving  tlieir  opinions  and  taking  a  i)osition  in  tlic  practice  of  den- 
tistry. I  don't  agree  Avith' him  as  to  the  time  which  he  desires  to 
elapse  after  having  removed  successfully  a  pulp  under  the  i)res- 
sure  anesthesia.  "  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  egotistical  in  me  to 
say  that  I  do  not  wait  a  minute  after  the  hemorrhage  has  disap- 
peared. But  I  take  the  precaution  to  apply  pretty  sti'ong  sul- 
phuric acid  to  the  root,  in  order  to  satisfy  myself  that  tlie  lining^ 
membrane  has  been  destroyed.  I  ni'ver  wait  at  all.  and  never 
have  had  any  trouble  to  last  more  than  a  few  hours.  1  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  that  is  a  good  lule.  but  it  has  been  my  rule 
and  it  has  satisfied  me.  I  believe  it  is  liest  to  till  a  nerve  canal  as 
.soon  as  the  hemorrhage  has  subsided  and  you  get  all  tlie  blood 
out  of  the  canal. 

In  regard  to  destroying  the  nerve  in  children's  teeth.  I  never 
found  it  necessary  to  use  arsenic.  If  you  will  think  f(u-  a  min- 
ute, it  is  rather  a  difficult  thing  to  use  arsenic  in  children's  teeth, 
because  you  have  got  to  put  on  a  rubber  dam.  It  is  not  possible 
to  put  on  ai-senic  witliout  the  child  interfcrring  with  it.  I  have 
often  found  that  an  application  of  carbolic  acid  with  a  temporary 
tilling  of  cotton  and  sandarach  varnish,  or  something  of  that  kind, 
is  good.  I  have  refrained  from  doing  it  because  I  have  believed 
that  it  is  very  ditlicult  to  manage  to  keep  the  arsenic  from  leak- 
ing through  the  tissue.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  but  that  somebody 
could  do  it  very  successfully. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  abscesses,  I  believe  that  iodoform 
is  the  best  application  that  can  be  made  in  a  root  canal  for  treat- 
ment. It  is  very  disagreeable  in  its  odor  but  very  effective  in  its 
results. 

Dr.  J.  II.  Wheeler:  Witliin  the  last  year  or  two  the  treatment 
of  putrescent  teeth  has  been  completely  revolutionized  so  tliat  we 
can  now  treat  tliem  scientifically,  tlmnks  to  Dr.  F>uckney.  of  Ncav 
York.  Dr.  Buckney  has  given  much  time  to  the  treatment  of  pu- 
trescent teeth  and  has  given  us  the  benefit  of  his  study  and  his 
ideas.  T  had  rather  undertake  the  treatment  of  a  foofli  like  that 
than  with  an  oi)en  exposure.  Those  of  you  wlio  have  read  his 
jouriKil  know  to  Avliat  I  refer.  It  is  ample  and  effective,  and  I 
])elieve    that    tlie    le-ults    will   be   permanent.     He    has   i-evolution- 
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ized  the  whole  practice,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  have  advo- 
cated his  methods  to  all  of  my  friends  personally  for  the  last  few 
months,  and  if  any  of  them  have  had  any  success  with  it  I  should 
be  glad  to  hear  from  them. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  If  I  have  thoroughly  removed  a  pulp  in 
the  last  six  years,  it  was  unintentional.  I  believe  that  mumrai- 
ticatiou  is  the  only  rational  treatment.  There  are  a  great  many 
men  who  differ  as  to  this,  and  it  is  practically  all  right.  We 
won  "t  fall  out  about  it.  I  believe  I  have  been  as  successful  in  my 
practice  as  those  who  undertake  to  thoroughh"  remove  pulps.  I 
believe  that  the  hoiror  of  the  dental  chair  is  caused  by  dentists 
tishing  for  pulps.  It  is  often  the  case-»where  a  man  will  devital- 
ize, by  the  use  of  arsenic  or  cocaine,  and  there  will  be  some  sen- 
sitiveness that  won't  go  away  and  when  you  go  to  pull  out  the 
jiulji  tliere  is  always  a  i>art  of  it  tluit  goes  through  the  tooth  that 
pulls  up  from  around  the  eye-balls  and  the  ears  and  everywhere. 
Dr.  Turner  says  he  always  puts  on  a  rubber  dam  to  apph*  arsenic. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  said  you  have  to  do  it  in  applying  to  children's 
teeth. 

Dr.  Fleming:  Well,  even  in  children's  teeth  it  would  not  make 
any  difference  with  me.  I  never  apply  a  rubber  dam  for  anything 
if  I  can  help  it.  I  sometimes  apply  it  for  Ascher's  Artificial 
Enamel,  and  I  am  fairly  successful  with  inlays.  Sometimes  in 
children's  teeth  I  use  cement  and  sometimes  varnish.  (Here  ex- 
plains his  mode  of  mummification. )  I  don't  know  how  many 
cases  have  gone  to  other  people  that  I  have  treated  this  way,  but 
I  have  never  had  a  single  case  to  return  to  me  in  tive  jears  from 
the  treatment  of  a  pulp. 

Dr.  Wlieeler:  What  becomes  of  them  .^  Do  you  bury  them  all"? 
(Laughter.) 

Dr.  Fleming:  They  may  go  to  Goldsboro,  and  I  believe  every- 
body that  goes  there  dies. 

Dr.  Click  has  given  us  a  good  paper  and  some  good  points. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair:  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  two  gentlemen 
Avho  have  just  left  the  floor.  It  .sets  me  right  with  the  Asheville 
Dental  Society,  because  this  has  been  my  hobby.  I  mean  I  have 
advocated  the  treatment  that  has  just  been  explained  to  you  for 
the  past  two  or  three  years.  In  the  treatment  with  formaldahide 
I  am  not  familiar.  I  use  carbolic  acid  one  part  and 
one  part.  Putrescent  pulp  I  treat  with  this.  I  never  attempt  to 
remove  the  molars.  In  filling  teeth  this  way  I  do  not  have  any 
trouble  now.  as  I  did  six  or  seven  years  ago. 

Dr.  P.  E.  Horton :  I  certaiidy  enjoyed  the  paper  of  Dr.  Click. 
There  is  only  one  thing  in  whicli  I  disagree  with  Dr.  Sinclaire. 
That  is  the  use  of  formaldahide  in  the  ease  of  devitalizing  under 
pres.sure  anaesthesia.     Therefore,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  a  pa- 
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tlioloirifal  condition  has  arisen,  the  nerve  is  cong-ested,  and  is  re- 
nioved  under  the  pressure  anesthesia.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  good 
pi-actice  to  put  an  irritant  in  that  tooth  under  the  eircumstanees. 
I  prefer  Dr.  Turner's  suogestion  to  use  iodoform  and  creosote  in 
that  case.  In  the  case  of  devitalizing  teeth  for  children  I  d(j  not 
use  arsenic,  for  the  reason  that  1  am  afraid  of  it  to  some  extent. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:     Dr.  Wheeler  and  Dr.  Sinclair  both  use  a 
prei)aration  with  which  I  am  not  familir.r.     I  don't  see  where  you 
gain  anything  by  combining  carbolic  acid  with 
Everybody  knows  that  carbolic  acid  has  a  tendency  to  coagulate. 

Dr.  Wheeler:  If  you  will  look  u})  your  Dental  Cosemos  you 
will  tind  that  it  is  thoroughly  scieutihc  and  if  you  will  take  liis 
treatment  and  put  it  into  effect  and  jn-actice  you  will  be  thor- 
oughly convinced  that  you  never  came  across  anything  in  your 
life  that  compares  to  it.  It  has  been  endorsed  by  the  foremost 
men  in  the  profession,  especially  by  the  Societies  in  New  York. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  a  short  while,  I  believe,  until  the  pro- 
fession is  going  to  realize  the  fact  and  give  Dr.  Butler  credit  for 
one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  modern  days. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  my  friend.  Dr.  Fleming,  for  whom  I  have 
the  highest  regard,  still  advocating  mummiticati(m.  I  don't  like 
to  use  preparations  that  1  don't  know  what  they  contain.  I  like 
to  know  absolutely  what  I  am  using.  The  market  today  is  Hooded 
with  preparations  based  on  prescriptions  by  men  of  recognized 
merits.  Many  people  are  using  them  and  getting  successful  re- 
sults. I  want  to  know  wJiat  I  am  doing  as  far  as  ])ossible.  When  the 
time  comes  when  I  have  to  u.se  something  1  don't  know  what  it  is, 
I  may  use  it  if  I  can't  get  anything  better. 

Dr.  H(dland:  Dr.  Fleming  spoke  of  his  mummifying  pulp. 
Every  dentist  all  over  this  country  has  taken  to  himself  some  es- 
pecial therapeutic  treatment.  This  is  wrong.  There  is  a  basic 
principal  that  underlies  this  Avoi-k,  as  well  as  anything  else.  In 
discussing  that  portion  of  the  pai)er  as  he  did  a  while  ago  when 
he  spoke  of  mummifying  pulp.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are 
conditions  where  we  cannot  do  anything  else  except  to  attempt  to 
mummify  so  Ave  will  not  have  to  probe  down  to  the  dead  tissues 
remaining.  But  tliere  is  a  principle  that  underlies  any  operation 
for  pulp  extraction,  and  unless  you  have  that  grounded  in  your 
mind  you  are  not  going  to  pursue  that  right.  You  remember  the 
root  of  every  tooth  that  you  have  in  your  mouth  varies  in  size. 
When  you  devitalize  the  pulp  of  the  tooth,  Avhat  do  you  liave  to 
compete  Avith?  An  albuminus  substance,  anything  that  will  de- 
compose or  coagulate  Avill.  of  course,  form  a  barrier  in  the  way  of 
mummifying  the  pulp.  Remove  Avhere  instrumentation  is  pos- 
sible. I  do  contend  that  it  is  a  menace  to  dentists  that  we  do  not 
attempt  to  extract  that  devitalised  tootli.  Fifteen  years  ago  I 
was  tlu'  greatest   advocate  of  sterilizing  i)ul]is  that  you  ever  saw. 
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Much  to  my  regi-et,  I  have  had  rnanj'  of  the  worst  abscesses  to 
return  to  me.  You  will  often  tiud  that  patients  who  suffer  very 
much  from  their  operations  do  not  get  back  to  you,  and  you  are 
sometimes  misled  in  this  way  as  to  your  calculations  as  to  success. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  I  want  to  say  one  thing.  Dr.  Wheeler 
said  he  didn't  believe  in  using  things  when  you  don't  know  w^hat 
they  contain.  I  did  at  one  time.  I  have  already  told  everything 
that  I  used  in  my  mummifying.  I  think  Dr.  Holland  is  right  in 
a  way.  If  you  leave  a  pulp  in  and  put  a  mummifier  on  it  and 
the    "  comes  out   and   the   tooth   loses   the   influ- 

ence of  that  it  will  possibly   give   ti'ouble. 

It  has  been  my  practice  to  remove  all  the  pulp  I  can  with  a  burr, 
so  as  to  have  a  place  to  put  this  mummifier.  If  I  felt  towards 
mummifying  as  Dr.  Holland,  Dr.  Wheeler  and  Dr.  Sinclair  do, 
and  if  in  my  practice  I  found  a  tortuous  root  and  a 
surface  of  a  molar,  I  should  advise  the  extraction  of  that  tooth 
to  spare  ray  ])atient  pain  probably  twenty  years  aftemvards,  when 
that  mummifiei-  might  give  Avay.  I  am  conscientious  in  what  I 
say  and  I  back  it  up  by  my  practice.  So  far  as  my  patients  com- 
ing back  to  me,  they  liave  to.  There  is  nobody  else  for  them  to 
go  to. 

President    Hunt :     The   discussion  being  closed,   what   shall   we 

do  with  it  ? 

It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  discussion  and  the  paper  be 
passed.     Motion  put  to  house  and  unanimously  carried. 

Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming:  I  asked  permission  of  the  President 
that  I  might  make  my  report  as  prosecutor  this  afternoon,  and  I 
would  like  to  make  it  now. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  I  would  like  to  ask  those  men  who  Avish  to 
leave  and  who  have  joined  the  Society  to  come  np  and  sign  the 
b3'-laws. 

Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming,  Prosecution  Committee,  here  reads  his 
report  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  PROSECUTION  COMMITTEE. 

Have  prosecuted  during  the  year  only  three  cases:  one  in  Wake, 
one  in  Johnston,  and  one  in  Cherokee  county.  In  Wake,  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Sykes,  a  recent  arrival  from  Oklahoma,  a  veritable 
quack.  He  was  tiued  $2.5.00  and  costs.  He  had  only  been  in  the 
State  a  short  while  and  I  am  afraid  he  is  still  practicing  in  re- 
mote parts  of  Wake,  Granville.  Durham  and  Harnett  counties.  In- 
formation concerning  him  will  be  welcome. 

In  Johnston  county  the  man,  Scarlette,  was  running  an  open 
advertising  office  in  Selma,  and  had  done  so  for  some  yeai's.  He 
had  a  standing  advertisement  in  his  county  paper.     Some  one  ac- 
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cidentally  discovered  that  he  had  no  license  and  reported  him.  He 
Avas  tincil  !f!2.'>.00  and  costs,  and  was  allowed  from  Saturday  till 
]\Ionday  to  arrange  tlie  payment  of  his  fine  but  departed  to  parts 
unknown,  leaving  the  magistrate  liable  to  the  school  board  for  the 
fine. 

The  third  case  was  from  Cherokee  county,  Dr.  J.  W.  Tliompson. 
He  was  convicted  and  fined  $25.00  and  costs  but  appealed  his  case 
to  the  Superior  Court,  hoping,  as  he  says,  to  pass  the  board  before 
court  convenes  and  have  the  court  remit  the  fine.  Your  ]irosecu- 
tion  committee  would  recommend  that  the  case  be  fought  to  a 
finish.  It  is  an  aggravated  case.  He  has  been  violating  the  law 
for  16  years  and  has  boasted  here  that  he  expects  to  practice  still 
should  he  fail  to  pa.ss  the  examination.  His  conviction  occurred 
only  a  few  weeks  ago  and  he  acknowledges  that  he  has  practiced 
since  tlien.  He  seems  to  be  trying  to  break  into  jail,  and  will 
probably  be  successful  if  the  dentists  of  this  whole  section  will  keep 
your  prosecutor  informed  of  his  actions. 

The  cost  in  these  three  cases  has  amounted  to  .$67.00  besides  an 
individual  expense  account  of  $7.00  postage,  notary  fees,  etc. 

So  much  for  the  repoi-t  proper,  but  I  wish  to  add  just  a  personal 
word.  The  dentists  of  the  state  have  not  been  as  free  to  report 
these  violators  as  they  should  have  been.  There  has  been  too  much 
desire,  on  their  part,  not  to  be  known  in  these  cases.  Sometimes 
they  have  rather  winked  at  the  violations,  by  students^  especially, 
or  any  other  men  who  do' not  come  in  conflict  with  their  practice. 
Such  'a  course  injures  the  work  and  retards  the  day  when  tliese 
violations  should  cease  altogether.  You  can  show  your  love  for 
the  profession  and  your  interest  in  the  society  by  giving  this  com- 
mittee your  earnest  support. 

The  Committee  has  also  been  hampered  in  its  work  by  lack  of 
funds,  and  the  President's  recommendation  of  an  increase  in  dues 
to  meet  that  expense  has  the  hearty  endorsement  of  your  commit- 
tee.    Yirg:inia  I  understand  has  so  arranged  for  tlieir  prosecutions. 

Respect  full  V  submitted. 
June  24th,  1909.  J.  MARTIN  FLEMING. 

President  Hunt:  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  this  report,  wliat 
will  you  do  with  it  f 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  I  move  that  we  accept  his  report  and  that 
his  expense  account  be  allowed. 

Dr.  Betts:  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  about  tliis  undesirable 
position  that  he  fills  so  well.  With  all  due  respect  to  every  man  in 
my  presence,  I  don't  know  a  man  Avho  will  more  fearlessly,  con- 
tinuously and  perfectly  do  that  work  as  Dr.  Fleming  will  and  has 
done,  it  is  a  thankless  place  and  it  is  as  little  as  each  one  of  us 
can  do  to  grive  him  all  the  information  we  can.  I  have  heaid 
of  one  or  tw^o  cases  of  violation  since  I  have  been  here,  and  I 
think  we  ougfht  to  assist  him  in  getting  information  if  we  can,  to 
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enable  bim  to  enforce  tbe  law  as  it  now  stands.  We  are  not 
"only  protecting  the  local  men  but  are  upboblins:  the  ilignity  of  our 
profession.  It  is  up  to  us  to  see  that  these  laws  are  enforced,  and 
I  move  the  a-doption  of  tbe  motion. 

The  President:  Are  you  ready  for  tbe  question?  All  in  fa- 
vor of  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  as  made  will  please  say 
^'aye";  to  the  contrary  ''no."  Tbe  motion  is  unanimously  car- 
ried. 

At  this  hour  it  has  been  arranged  to  bold  our  Memorial  Ser- 
vice over  the  lives  of  Dr.  (Jritbtb  and  Dr.  Harris.  I  will  ask  the 
Society  to  please  stand  while  Dr.  Williams  offei's  a  prayer. 

Dr.  Williams:  Our  Father,  we  thank  thee  that  while  we  are  in 
the  presence  of  death,  we  ai'e  also  in  the  midst  of  life;  that  while 
our  brothers  have  departed  from  our  midst,  they  are  still  allowed 
to  remain  with  us  in  spirit.  We  thank  thee  for  the  good  of  the 
lives  of  tbe  men  who  have  left  us,  for  the  good  that  they  have 
done  to  their  fellow  men.  We  thank  thee  for  the  kindness  of  the 
profession,  0,  Lord,  to  cherish  the  memory  of  tho.se  who  drop 
out  from  their  ranks.  We  ask  that  thou  would 'st  bless  tbe  homes 
rind  families  tliey  have  left,  the  wife,  tbe  children  and  those  who 
luive  been  dependent  upon  them.  We  pray  thee  that  thou 
would 'st  by  thy  holy  spirit  bind  in  their  memories  tbe  good  traits 
of  these  men,  that  they  may  continue  to  live  in  tbe  light  of 
their  deeds.  Bless  these  men  here  who  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
mankind.  Bless  them  in  their  deliberations  hour  by  hour  and 
day  by  day,  and  keep  us  so  that  when  tbe  death  summons  shall 
come  to  us  we  may  be  ready  and  that  we  may  hear  the  words, 
''Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant."     Amen. 

President  Hunt :  A  paper  on  tbe  ' '  Life  of  Dr.  J.  F.  GrilTith ' '  has 
been  prepared  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Ramsay.  He  is  unable  to  be  present 
and  has  sent  bis  paper,  which  the  Secretary  will  now  read. 

Secretary  Watkins  here  read  Dr.  Ramsay's  paper,  as  follows: 

''THE  LIFE  AND  CHARACTER  OP  THE  LATE 
DR.  J.  F.  GRIFFITH." 

Dr.  James  Francis  Griffith  died,  at  bis  home,  Salisburv.  N.  C, 
Thursday,  July  16th,  190-8,  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
James  Francis  Grifbtb  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  North 
Carolina,  Jaiuian-  11th,  18')1.  In  his  early  childhood  his  parents 
moved  to  Kernersville,  and  there  be  spent  the  earlier  years  of 
his  life. 

After  studying  for  one  year  with  the  late  Dr.  Watkins,  as  pre- 
ceptor, he  entered  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  Spring,  1872.  The  fol- 
lowing summer  he  located  at  Salisbury,  where  for  thirty-six  years 
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be  practiced  Ids  profession  with  eminent  success.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society  in  1878,  at  Char- 
lotte; he  was  elected  First  Vice-President  in  1880,  and  President 
in  1882;  at  Moreliead  in  1883  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Boaid 
of  Examiners  and  was  elected  Secretary,  which  office  he  held  till 
1897;  he  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  1904.  At 
the  joint  meeting  of  the  N.  C.  and  the  Southern  Dental  Associa- 
tions at  Morhead,  he  made  the  address  of  welcome;  and  he  rep- 
resented the  State  Society  at  the  meeting  of  the  Dental  Associa- 
tion in  Omaha. 

Shortly  after  locating  in  Salisbury,  he  was  happily  married  to 
Miss  Mollie  Klutz,  who  with  one  son,  Mr.  Francis  Griffith,  sur- 
vive him. 

This  in  briefest  outline  is  the  life  of  the  beloved  and  honored 
member  of  this  Society,  to  whom  we  today  pay  our  memorial 
tribute. 

Dr.  Griffith  ranked  high  in  his  profession.  In  the  North  Caro- 
lina Dental  Society,  none  has  held  a  more  honored  place  than  he, 
and  none  has  done  more  for  the  dental  profession  in  this  State. 
For  over  thirty  years,  he  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  dental 
affairs  of  the  South;  and  the  wiiole  dental  world  recognizes  that. 
in  his  death,  it  has  lost  one  of  its  truest  and  best  representatives. 
Probably  no  dentist  in  Noiih  Cai'olina  was  better  known  than  Dr. 
Griffith,  and  this  means  that  none  was  lictter  loved;  for  not  oidy 
had  lie  the  highest  esteem  of  his  professioiud  associates,  but  their 
substantial  frieiulshij),  and   real  affection  as  well. 

Wliatever  this  organization  means  to  the  dental  profession  in 
North  Carolina  in  the  protection  of  its  members  and  their  ]ia- 
trons  from  those  who  seek  to  dishonor  and  prostitute  the  profes- 
sion, whatever  it  means  in  upholding  the  dignity  and  strengthen- 
ing the  influence  of  the  profession  in  our  midst,  and  whatever  it 
means  in  tlie  promotion  of  fraternal  consideration  and  co-opera- 
tion, much  is  due  to  the  unselfish  devotion,  the  farsighted  wisdom, 
and  the  extraordinary  executive  abilitv  of  our  beloved  Dr.  Grif- 
fith. 

Dr.  Griffith  as  a  representative  of  ideal  manhood,  as  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  as  a  loyal  defender  of  tlie  Christian  faith,  as  a 
personal  friend  and  father  to  me  in  my  professional  life  and  in  all 
my  relations  with  him.  I  may  not  speak. 

Let  us  build  here  the  memorial  of  our  love  and  esteem  for  our 
deceased  brother  in  the  profession,  but  let  us  be  incited  by  his 
no])le  life  to  do  earnestly  and  avcU  tlie  work  that  is  committed 
unto  ITS. 

IN  MEMORIAM— FRANK  S.  HARRIS,  D.  D.  S. 
By  D.  L.  James,  D.  D.  S.,  Greenville,  N.  C. 

On  November  1 7th.  1908,  at  his  home  in  Ilciidctson,  N.  C.  tlie 
immortal   nature   of  Dr.  Frank   S.   Harris  was  released  from  its 
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eai'thly  temple,  and  took  its  everlasting  flight  to  the  realms  of  joy 
:in(l  blessedness,  there  to  await  the  coming  of  the  loved  ones  of 
caith.  He  left  an  aged  mother,  a  devoted  wife,  and  four  chil- 
dren besides  a  number  of  relatives  and  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
to  mourn  their  loss. 

The  Henderson  Gold  Leaf  said,  ''Li  the  death  of  Dr.  Frank  S. 
Harris  one  of  the  best  men  in  Henderson  has  gone  out  from  among 
us.  There  are  men  who  have  tilled  a  larger  place  in  the  business 
life  of  the  community,  but  there  Avas  no  one  Avho  lield  a  higher 
place  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  for  the  worth  of  the  man. 
In  cluirch.  in  state,  in  home,  in  office,  in  the  tield — everywhere  he 
was  a  man.  He  feared  God,  kept  his  commandments  and  this 
was  with  him  the  whole  man.  Every  pei'son  in  Henderson  knew 
him;  every  man  honored  him;  every  woman  trusted  him;  every 
child  loved  him." 

Dr.  A.  J.  HaiTis  a  prominent  physician  of  Henderson  wrote 
thus  of  Dr.  Frank  Harris:  ''For  more  tlian  twenty-five  years  I 
liave  seen  l;im  daily,  I  knew  him  to  the  core,  and  can  truly  say  he 
was  a  true  man.  He  shirked  no  duty;  he  dodged  no  trial;  he 
sliunned  no  criticism;  he  avoided  no  conflict  with  evil;  he  feared 
no  man;  fearing  God  and  keeping  His  commandments  was  the 
whole  man.  His  life  was  in  keeping  with  his  lineage;  sternly 
upi-ight ;  strictly  honest ;  th(jroughly  truthful,  he  walked  in  the 
ways  of  righteousness  and  went  hence  to  his  reward  proudly  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  his  was  a  life  without  offence  to  God  or 
man.  He  walked  in  the  light  always  because  his  face  was  toward 
God.  He  feared  no  evil  because  he  knew  the  sustaining,  strength- 
ening' power  of  his'  Redeemer.  He  bore  much  fruit  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  lived,  and  all  of  it  was  good  for  he  continued 
to  abide  in  the  Vine  and  never  forgot  he  was  one  of  the  bran- 
ches." 

Frank  S.  Harris  was  born  in  Granville  County,  North  Caro- 
lina near  Henderson,  May  I9th,  ]8o2.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Baltimoi-e  Dental  College  and  the  Dental  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland.  He  joined  the  North  Carolina  Dental 
Society  July  1st,  1879,  and  for  twenty-nine  years  he  was  an  ac- 
tive and  useful  member.  He  was  elected  ]iresident  in  1892  and 
presided  with  ease  and  dignity  over  the  meeting  in  1893. 

Just  a  year  ago  at  the  meeting  in  Charlotte  (over  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  presiding)  he  was  unanimously  elected  a  member  of 
our  State  Dental  E.vamining  Board.  Thus  one  of  the  last  acts 
of  our  society  was  to  give  to  Dr.  Harris  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant offices  in  the  society  he  had  sei-ved  so'  faithfully  for  twenty- 
nine  years. 

The  form  of  Dr.  Harris  has  passed  to  the  silent  tomb,  but  pleas- 
ing memories  of  his  life  and  career  in  our  midst,  his  genial  com- 
panionship, the  work  done  by  him  for  the  North  Carolina  Dental 
Society,  his  generous  kindly  heart,  his  voice  so  soft  and  pleasing 
as  to  make  it  almost  eloquent,  and  the  grand  soul  which  beamed 
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from  out  his  beautiful  eyes,  these,  these  memories     will     endure 
with  us  to  the  end  of  time. 

After  the  reading;  of  the  paper  by  Dr.  D.  L.  James,  on  the  lift? " 
of  Dr.  F.    S.  Harris,   the  President    announced   that   he  would  be 
glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  had  anything  to  say  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Dr.  V.  E.  Turner:  I  can  scarcely  hope  to  say  more  than  lias 
been  said  in  the  beautiful  tributes  that  have  been  paid  to  (nir 
departed  brothers.  It  seems  almost  a  useless  thing  for  me  to' 
arise  and  attempt  to  say  things  that  are  more  true  and  raore 
beautiful  than  the  gentlemen  who  have  just  read  those  memorials. 
In  the  tirst  place,  Dr.  (n-iHith  was  a  warm  personal  friend — not 
a  professional  friend  so  much  as  a  personal  friend.  His  nature 
was  a  noble  one.  He  was  as  unselfish  and  as  pure  as  a  Avuman. 
He  was  patriotic  in  every  libre  of  his  make-up.  He  loved  den- 
tistry and  honored  it.  He  tried  in  every  way  to  promote  den- 
tistry on  a  high  |dane.  He  was  deeply  attached  to  the  State  So- 
ciety, and  when  1  knew  him  as  a  youig  man  in  1878  I  was  deeply 
impressed  with  his  earnestness  to  do  anything  for  the  cause  of 
dentistry  that  was  lionoral)le  and  necessary.  I  loved  Dr.  Gi-iHitli. 
I  i-emember  the  last  conversation  I  had  with  him  in  Charlotte 
about  two  weeks  before  his  death.  He  was  in  feeble  health.  I 
didn't  thiidi  that  the  end  was  so  near,  though  lie  had  been  in 
feel)le  healtii  for  so  many  years,  and  I  felt  personally  grieved  at 
his  death. 

As  to  Dr.  Harris,  he  and  his  father  Avere  my  friends  in  child- 
hood. I  knew  and  honored  him.  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  \v(d- 
come  him  into  the  Ntn'th  Carolina  Dental  Society.  I  knew  that 
whatever  he  undertook  he  would  do  it  cai-efully  and  conscien- 
tiously. He  was  a  man  who  had  his  convictions  and  his  opinions 
and  he  never  failed  to  ann(nnice  in  what  he  believed  and  he  never 
hesitated  to  do  what  was  right  in  any  matter  connected  Avith  den- 
tistry, or  anything  else.  I  Avas  not  so  intimately  associated  Avith 
Dr.  Harris  after  he  greAV  to  manhood,  allliongli  he  i)racticed  in  my 
native  town,  but  I  frequently  met  him  tliere  and  to  me  he  e.x- 
tended  the  cordial  hand  of  a  friend.  I  Avas  deeply  grieA'ed  at  his 
death,  particularly  because  Avhen  T  saAv  him  last  he  seemed  in 
such  perfect  health,  and  he  seemed  enthusiastic  -in  trying  to  per- 
form his  whole  duty  to  dental  sui'gei'v  and  to  dental  operation. 

Dr.  Betls:  I  think  it  is  ahvays  tit  at  these  meetings.  Avhen  Ave 
seem  to  try  t(^  dispatch  business  as  fast  as  possible,  to  pause 
a  Avhile  and  contemjilate  the  lives  of  our  fallen  comrades.  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  Association  for  several  years,  and  T  have 
been  on  my  feet  to  speak  a  Avord  and  to  lay  a  loving  tribute  upon 
the  lives  of  a  .number  of  my  f(dloAvs  avIio  have  fallen  by  the  way. 
T  don't  tliink  that  I  cimld  make  loving  reference  to  anyone  more 
worthy  than  tliese  twd  men  to  whose  memory  Ave  pay  tribute  today. 
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I  have  known  each  one  of  them  several  years  and  there  are  little 
instances  that  connected  ray  life  -with  theirs.  In  a  word  I  am 
going-  to  mention  them.  Dr.  Griffith  was  a  thoroughly  friendly 
man  to  the  young  men,  as  Dr.  Turner,  and  all  of  us  who  knew 
him  know.  When  he  sent  my  license  to  me  in  1884.  while  he  had 
a  good  many  to  mail  out — I  don't  know  that  he  did  it  on  all  of 
them — lie  wrote  me  a  nice  personal  letter  that  contained  volumes 
to  me  in  encouragement.  I  have  that  letter  in  my  desk  today.  He 
was  always  friendly  and  courteous  to  me  and  that  encouraged  me 
a  great  deal. 

When  I  was  at  Morehead  City  Iavo  vears  ago  it  was  by  chance 
that  1  roomed  with  Dr.  Harris,  out  in  the  office  on  the  edge  of  the 
sound.  I  knew  him  to  be  a  good  man,  though  I  had  never  been 
<hi-own  intinaately  with  him  before  that  occasion.  I  think  if  I 
saw  that  man  reading  his  Bible  one  time  I  saw  him  reading  it  a 
dozen  times  while  we  were  there.  I  think  I  make  no  mistake 
when  I  say  that  that  man's  life  was  buried  with  Christ  in  God. 
Both  of  them  have  certainly  gone  to  their  reward. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron :  Gentlemen  of  the  Society:  When  I  went 
before  tlie  State  Examining  Boaid.  Dr.  Critlith  was  secretary  of 
the  Board,  and  my  esteem  and  admiration  for  the  man  began  then. 
He  also  sent  my  license  to  me,  and  along  with  my  license  he  sent 
a  personal  letter,  and,  like  my  friend.  Dr.  Belts,  I  tiled  that  let- 
ter away  in  my  desk  and  have  it  there  now.  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly the  closing  Avords  of  that  letter, — ''Keep  the  profession  on 
a  higii  plane."'  That  was  the  key-note  of  the  man's  life.  His 
life  was  set  to  that  key.  He  was  one  of  Nature's  gentlemen.  He 
was  a  true  nobleman.  He  had  a  warm  place  in  his  heart  for.  the 
young  man  and  he  never  hesitated  to  let  him  know  it.  His  ex- 
ample is  worth  a  great  deal  to  us.  I  was  very  much  gi'ieved  when 
I  heard  of  his  death.  I  had  knoAvn  for  several  years  that  he  was 
in  declining  health.  I  had  looked  anxiously  for  his  face  at  many 
of  our  meetings  and  feared  that  he  would  not  be  there,  and  I  was 
always  glad  when  I  saw  that  he  was  present.  His  presence  was 
an  inspiration.  I  understand  that  he  sutfered  no  lingering  ill- 
ness. It  seems  that  the  hand  of  the  beneficent  Creator  led  him 
down  to  wliere  the  crossing  was  easy.  I  was  profoundly  grieved 
at  his  death,  and  I  too  think  that  if  a  double  portion  of  his  spirit 
abides  upon  this  Association,  it  Avould  be  as  a  benediction  to  us. 

President  Hunt:  Anyone  else  anything- to  sayf  We  Avill  be 
glad  to  hear  from  any  one  who  has  a  word.  We  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  if  he  has  anything  to  say. 

Kev.  Mr.  Williams:  I  feel  that  I  could  hardly  afford  to  take 
any  of  your  time.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with 
Dr.  Harris  for  six  years,  and  every  word  that  you  have  said  of 
him  here  today  is  true.  In  knowing  a  man  as  liis  minister,  I 
think  you  find  out  the  very  best  of  his  life.     If  Dr.  Harris  had 
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had  any  faults  I  think  I  would  have  known  of  them.  lie  was 
just  as  pure  and  spotless  as  a  bahe.  There  is  no  measuring  the 
influence  he  had  in  his  community.  In  his  profession,  he  Avas, 
of  course,  absolutely  all  right  and  honest,  but  outside  of  this  he 
lived  a  great  life  as  well.  There  never  was  a  single  service  in 
his  Church  from  which  he  was  absent  while  I  was  there  for  the 
six  years  as  his  pastor,  and  his  family  was  always  at  church  when 
they  could  possibly  get  there.  I  feel  that  no  word  that  I  could 
say  would  be  good  enough  for  the  sacredness  of  his  memory,  and 
I  certainly  appreciate  the  gracious  privilege  of  being  here  and 
hearing  your  words  of  kindness  in  his  behalf  this  afternoon. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Betts:     I  move  that  the  subject  be  passed. 

President  Hunt :     Without  objection,  the  question  will  be  passed. 

The  next  subject  on  our  program  is  a  paper,  ''Materials  and 
Appliances,"  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley,  of  Wilmington. 

Dr.  Stanley  here  read  his  paper,  as  follows: 

Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley:  Before  I  read  tlie  paper,  I  would  like  to 
state  that  the  subject  covers  all  dentistry,  and  as  I  was  chaii-man 
of  tlie  committee,  I  appointed  two  otlier  men  on  the  committee 
and  they  proposed  to  get  out  papers  on  sub-division,  and  I  have 
merely  prepared  my  paper  Avith  reference  to  gold  and  amalgum, 
and  the  others  were  to  be  in  regard  to  Ascher's  Artificial  Phiamcl 
and  Cement.  I  was  sure  that  at  least  one  of  them  would  be  here, 
but  I  find  that  they  are  not,  so  my  paper  will  not  cover  the  field 
it  is  supposed  to  cover. 

MATERIALS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

The  subject  "Materials  and  Appliances"  tliat  has  been  assigned 
to  me,  is  one  tliat  tliere  are  as  many  different  opinions  in  as  there 
are  different  appliances.  What  one  of  us  would  use  for  a  particu- 
lar piece  of  work,  another  would  use  something  else.  I  remem- 
ber hearing  a  dentist  make  the  lomark  that  tlic  only  instrument 
he  Avanted  to  make  a  set  of  teeth  Avith  Avas  just  a  common  pocket- 
knife,  of  course  excepting  the  A'ulcanizer. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  afraid  there  are  a  great  many  dentists  that 
are  as  narroAv  as  the  "pocket-knife"  dentist,  in  not  adoi)ting  the 
instruments  witli  which  he  can  do  better  Avork.  I  Avill  admit 
there  are  a  great  many  instruments  on  the  market  that  are  only 
catch-penny  instruments,  but  Ave  that  are  endeavoring  to  give 
to  our  patients  the  Aery  best  Avork  possible,  are  ahvays  Avilling  to 
use  an  instrument  that  in  our  opinion  has  some  merit,  (and  the 
dentist  that  has  not  some  original  ideas  aiul  opinions  is  in  the 
A^'rong  profession).  I  Avas  talking  to  a  dentist  some  six  montlis 
ago,  and  as  the  old  adage  goes,  that — "From  the  abundance  of 
the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh,"  I  began  to  talk  about  the  cast- 
ing machine,  for  in  my  opinion,  it  has  filled  the  greatest  long-folt 
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want  of  any  appliance  that  has  come  on  the  market  in  a  good 
many  years,  and  I  have  used  it  to  such  great  advantage,  both  to 
myself  and  patient  that,  of  coui'se,  I  -wanted  to  talk  about  it,  and 
to  my  consternation,  this  dentist  told  me  that  it  was  only  some 
new-fangled  thing  that  "some  smart  Yankee  had  gotten  out  to 
g-uU  the  dentist  with,"  and  that  all  those  that  used  it  now  would 
be  sorry  some  day.  I  am  afraid  lie  would  come  under  the  head 
of  the  "pocket-knife"  dentist.  After  hearing  what  he  said,  and 
not  only  what  he  said  but  the  way  in  which  he  said  it,  it  made  me 
a  little  curious  in  regard  to  his  practice,  and,  as  we  all  know  what 
a  giant  curiosity  is,  I  managed  to  find  out  what  kind  of  a  prac- 
tice he  did  have,  and  I  found  that  his  practice  had  never  gone 
over  Fifteen  Hundred  Dollars  a  year,  and  for  a  good  many  years, 
not  more  than  one-third  of  that  amount. 

Gentlemen,  the  uf>to-date  dentist  is  thirsting  for  those  appli- 
ances with  which  he  can  do  better  work,  and  we  are  ready  to  use 
and  not  abuse  them.  Of  course,  there  are  some  that  have  been 
endowed  with  an  inventive  mind,  while  there  are  a  great  many  of 
us  that  have  to  depend  on  those  kind  of  people  for  our  new  ap- 
pliances, but  when  we  see  an  appliance  and  Avliat  can  be  done  with 
it,  why,  Ave  are  only  too  glad  to  take  it  and  use  it.  In  the  con- 
struction of  crown  bridge  work,  the  casting  machine  in  my  opin- 
ion filled  a  want  that  Ave  have  all  been  longing  for.  In  my  opin- 
ion, we  can  make  a  crown  or  bridge  by  casting  more  thoroughly 
than  Ave  can  in  any  other  way.  I  find  that  the  S.  S.  White  green 
Avax  is  the  best  for  easting  croAvns,  as  it  does  not  discolor  the 
tooth.  Avhile  I  find  that  Johnson  &  Lund's  black  Avax  is  the  best 
for  inlays,  as  you  can  tell  more  accurately  when  you  have  your 
margins  perfect.  I  have  been  using  S.  S.  White's  Investing  Com- 
pound, and  have  gotten  very  good  results,  and  have  also  had  some 
failures,  but  I  find  that  we  learn  more  by  our  failures  than  by  our 
successes,  iii  some  cases.  Show  me  a  man  that  has  not  made  fail- 
ures, and  I  Avill  show  you  one  that  has  not  done  very  much  inlay 
A\ork.  * 

In  the  casting  of  gold  inlays,  I  find  that  24  carat  gold  is  the 
best  to  use,  in  that  you  can  burnish  it  to  your  margins  better  than 
a  loAver  carat,  for  both  posterior  and  anterior  teeth.  For  easting 
a  bridge  or  a  croAvn,  I  use  22  carat,  Avhich  of  course  may  cost  a 
little  more  than  the  old  Avay  of  making  a  bridge  by  soldering  with 
eighteen  carat  solder,  but  a  bridge  or  croAvn  made  of  22  carat  gold 
Avill  not  oxidize  in  the  mouth.  I  am  sure  none  of  us  Avould  Avant 
anything  put  in  our  mouths  that  was  not  of  the  very  best,  and  I 
am  sure  there  are  many  Avithin  the  sound  of  my  A'oice  that  Avill 
only  be  satisfied  Avith  tlie  best  for  tlieir  patients. 

There  is  another  use  to  Avhich  we  can  put  the  casting  machine, 
Avhich  is  to  put  a  gold  filling  in  a  porcelain  tooth,  the  technique 
of  which  does  not  come  under  my  head. 

In  constructing  bridges  Avhere  the  abuttments  are  gold  shells, 
I  first  east  my  dummies  and  then  solder  them  together,  but  for 
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anterioi-  bridges  Avhei-e  the  abuttments  are  pins.  I  always  east  the 
whole  thing  at  oneo.  In  making  the  pins,  I  always  use  iridio 
platinum  wire,  guage  15. 

In  the  insertion  of  amalgum  tillings,  there  is  one  little  instru- 
ment that  I  tind  indispensable,  which  is  the  Ivory  matiix-retainer. 
If  there  is  any  among  you  that  has  not  nsqd  it  and  you  want  to 
put  in  amalgum  tillings  that  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  yourself 
and  patient,  I  advise  you  to  invest  in  one  at  once  and  then  use  it. 

Ivory's  Rubber  Dam  Clamp's  are  in  my  opinion  the  best  on  tli(> 
market,  as  tliey  are  easier  to  apply  and  hold  the  rul)ber  out  of 
your  way  bettor,  than  any  I  liave  used. 

I  guess  it  is  useless  for  me  to  bring  up  the  subject  of  taking  out 
nerves  with  cocaine,  but  I  think  so  much  of  it  that  I  would  just 
like  to  say  tluit  it  is  a  time  and  labor  saver.  I  used  Parke  Davis 
&  Comj)any's  aderenalin  and  cocaine  tablets,  which  is  composed 
of  cocaine  hydro-chloride  one-sixth  grain,  and  aderenalin  one- 
three  hundreth  grain.  I  tind  tliat  a  one-half  tablet  is  sufficient  to 
anasethise  most  nerves.  Of  course  we  will  find  one  sometimes 
where  we  have  to  use  more.  I  prefer  to  use  the  rubber  dam  when 
I  use  cocaine,  but  if  I  can't  apply  the  dam,  I  go  ahead  and  use 
bibulous  ])aj)er  to  keep  my  field  dry.  I  always  till  my  roots  im- 
mediately after  removing  the  nerves,  as  1  feel  that  I  have  less 
chance  of  trouble  starting  up  afterward  than  if  I  just  put  a  treat- 
ment of  some  of  the  essential  oils  in  it  and  then  fill  after  a  few 
days.  I  find  that  the  preparation  oxpara  is  one  of  the  best  root- 
fillings  we  have,  in  that  it  contains  some  of  the  best  antiseptics, 
one  of  which  is  formaldehyde,  and  it  is  easily  mixed  and  easily 
worked  in  the  I'oot  canal.  I  always  use  gutta-percha  point  with 
it,  and  I  dip  tlu>  point  in  chlorofoi'm  just  before  inserting, which  dis- 
solves the  gutta-percha  just  enough  to  allow  you  to  press  it  in 
thoroughly,  and,  having  the  oxjiai'a  alieady  worked  doAvn  in  the 
root,  and  then  to  press  the  iioint  in.  T  am  sure  that  I  have  the  root 
thoi-oughly  filled.  I  find  an  excellent  way  to  keep  my  broaches, 
both  baibed  and  smooth,  in  an  ascei)tic  slate,  is  to  have  a  large 
necked  bottle,  filled  with  pure  alcohol,  and  drop  them  in,  after 
sterilizing.  I  also  keej)  inv  hyperdermic  needles  in  the  same  way. 
I  use  boiling  for  sterilizing,  and  by  ])utting  a  small  amount  of 
sal-soda  in  the  sterilizer,  keep  the  iustrnincnls  Prom  i-usting. 

No  doubt  Ave  have  all  had  tronljlc  in  ai)plying  tlie  rubber  dam, 
Avhere  we  liave  the  teetli  very  close  togetlier.  If  you  will  apply 
just  a  small  amount  of  vaseline  on  tlie  rubl)er  just  around  the 
holes  you  have  punched,  you  Avill  be  plensiuillv  surprised  to  see 
how  easily  it  Avill  sliji  over  the  tootli.  In  speaking  of  i-ublier 
dams,  no  doul)t  lots  of  us  used  to  use,  and  use  now,  the  ligature 
to  hold  it  on  the  tooth,  Avhich  in  my  opinion  is  a  most  useless, 
unnecessary  and  uncalled  for  procedure,  in  applying  the  dam. 
No  doubt  lots  of  you  have  seen  a  patient  give  a  sigh  and  clinch 
the  chair  when  she  saw  you  start  to  apply  tlie  rubber,  knowing 
that  you  Avere  going  to  tie  if  on  with  a  ligature,  nnd  no  doubt  you 
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have  often  heard  them  make  the  remark,  "Doctor,  can't  you  fill 
my  tooth  without  the  ruhher,  for  it  hurts  so  to  put  the  strings,'-' 
as  nearly  all  of  our  j)atients  call  the  ligature  ''strings," — "around 
my  tooth."  Gentlemen,  it  does  hurt,  for  I  have  had  it  put  on 
my  teeth,  and  I  have  not  used  a  ligature  in  three  years  to  lu)ld  the 
rubher  on,  and  never  expect  to  use  one  again,  and  I  will  say  I 
have,  and  can,  fill  cavities  tliat  extend  up  under  tiie  gum,  without 
the  ligatuies,  for  1  vletermine  the  size  of  the  tooth  I  am  to  fill, 
then  select  the  size  hole  in  dam  punch  that  makes  a  close  fit — (gen- 
erally all  of  the  six  anterior  teeth  will  take  a  hole  the  size  of 
the  second  to  the  smallest  hole  in  the  S.  S.  White  punch) — and 
then  it  is  onl}'  necessary  to  force  the  dam  on  the  tooth  and  will 
not  leak.  1  find  sometimes  I  have  to  use  the  Ivory  cerfix  clamp, 
but  even  then,  Gentlemen,  that  is  preferable  to  the  ligature. 

In  the  extracting  of  roots,  I  find  that  the  Hows  Post  Systeni  i.s 
the  best  IHiave  ever  tried. 

There  are  two  little  instruments  for  the  excavation  of  decay  from 
a  tootli  which  I  find  indispensable,  which  are  Nos.  17  and  18  D.  P. 
Excavators,  made  by  the  S.  S.  White  Dental  ^lainifacturing  Com- 
]iany.  They  are  curved  in  just  the  light  angles  to  reach  every 
suT-face  of  a  cavity. 

Sometime  ago,  I  broke  a  smooth  bi'oach  off  up  in  the  root  of 
a  tooth,  and  aiter  working  at  it  until  my  patient,  as  well  as  myself 
was  i)retty  nearly  worn  out,  I  thought  of  getting  a  magnet  and 
magnetizing  anotliei-  broach;  so  I  sent  down  street  and  bought  just 
a  common  hoi'se-shoe  magnet  and  magnetized  another  broach,  and 
ran  it  ui>  into  my  canal,  and  to  my  delight  it  brought  the  broken 
one  out  with  it.  s 

In  treating  Rigg-'s  Disease,  I  find  it  is  very  necessary  to  ana- 
sethetize  the  gum,  to  thoroughly  clean  the  tooth  of  the  deposit,  and 
I  use  Watt's  local  anastlietic.  I  have  not  confined  myself  to  any 
particular  set  of  instruments  for  the  cleaning  off  of  the  tartar, 
but  use  some  of  Adaii''s  and  Jolmson's,  and  some  I  made  myself. 
I  use  the  little  rubber  cups  for  polisiiing  with  pumice.  I  also  use 
Dr.  Head's  preparation  Tartasol,  and  get  beautiful  results. 

The  Perry  Separator,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best  on  the  market. 
It  is  so  arranged  that  you  not  oidy  get  separation  with  it,  but  you 
also  cause  less  pain  than  with  the  others  I  have  tried,  for  it  does 
not  impinge  on  the  gum  as  lots  of  them  do.  It  is  not  in  your 
way  and  does  not  obstruct  your  view,  and  does  its  work  more  ef- 
ficiently than  any  on  the  market.  The  Ivory  Separator  comes  in 
very  well  at  times,  when  you  have  over-lapped  centrals  and  later- 
als that  you  would  find  ditficult  to  apply  the  Perry  to,  but  there  is 
more  pain  produced  by  the  Ivory  than  the  Perry,  in  that  the  lit- 
tle points  of  the  Ivory  always  impinge  on  the  g:um  and  espec- 
ially where  the  cavity  goes  up  to  the  gum,  and  very  often  when 
yon  have  removed  the  rubber  after  using  the  Ivory,  you  will  have 
a  very  sore  sum  whei-e  the  ixtints  have  pressed  on  it. 

In  speaking  of  the  Perry  Separator,  I  am  reminded  of  the  lee- 
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ture  that  the  old  janitor  of  the  Southern  Dental  College  would  al- 
Avays  jiive  the  boys  on  the  last  day  of  school.  He  would  always 
bring'  in  some  ironical  assertion  expressing'  the  hobbies  of  the  dif- 
ferent pi'ofessors,  and  when  he  would  come  to  the  subject  of  op- 
erative dentistry,  he  Avould  straighten  himself  up  and  assume  as 
dignified  appearance  as  possible  and  exclaim — ''Gentlemen,  if  dar 
ain't  but  one  teeth  in  de  head,  be  sure  to  apply  the  rubber  dam  and 
the  Perry  Separator." 

President  Hunt  :  The  discussion  of  (his  paper  will  be  opened 
by  Dr.  John  H.  Wheeler. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  Why  not  have  Dr.  Apple's  paper  now  and  dis- 
cuss them  both  together? 

A  Member :     He  is  not  here. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Wheeler:  I  am  sorry  that  T  have  not  had  an  op- 
portunity to  read  Di-.  Stanley's  paper.  He  sent  me  a  copy  but  it 
w-as  lost  in  the  mail,  and  this  is  tlie  first  time  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  it. 

Evei-y  improved  idea  that  Ave  can  get  hold  of,  everytliing  by 
Avhich  Ave  can  lessen  the  arduous  labor  of  past  years,  and  make  the 
patient  more  comfortable,  is  just  that  much  of  an  advance  in  den- 
tistry. I  have  thought  frequently  how  much  easier  the  practice 
of  dentistry  is  today  than  Avlien  I  began  it  14  years  ago.  Hoav 
much  less  arduous  is  the  toil  of  the  dentist  than  it  was!  How 
mucli  easier  it  is  to  make  an  inlay  than  to  stand  and  pull  out  bit 
by  bit. 

Dr.  Stanley  spoke  of  the  ivory  matrix.  A  man  Avho  has  once 
used  it  cannot  get  along  Avithout  it.  It  is  so  simple  to  Avork  Avith, 
is  easily  adjusted,  comfortable  for  the  patient,  gives  you  a  finished, 
properly  toned  filling,  can  be  done  in  a  sliort  Avhile,  gives  you  a 
space  there  from  the  over-plus  of  filling  nuiterial.  It  is  so  much 
easier  and  better.  I  can't  get  along  Avitlmut  it  or  some  form  of 
matrix. 

I  iifdice  his  remarks  in  regard  to  gutta  percha  in  filling  canals. 
I  ran  aci'oss  an  article  some  time  ago  whicli  said  that  a  good  plan 
Avas  to  dissolve  the  gutta  percha  in  chloroform  until  the  cliloroform 
had  evap(»rated,  and  I  have  found  it  to  be  true.  Tluit  has  been  one 
of  the  things  tluit  has  helped  me  a  great  deal. 

I  am  so  glad  to  hear  him  say  that  he  can  use  the  rubber  dam 
Avithout  ligaments,  They  hurt  me  and  I  don't  like  them.  I  am 
goins'  to  try  that  Avlien  I  gel  back  home. 

And  a  Avord  in  regard  to  Dr.  Head's  Tartasol.  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  talking  to  him  about  this  and  I  am  using  it  experiment- 
all  v  and  I  believe  it  is  a  good  thing.  I  believe  Ave  are  going  .to 
get  good  results  from  it.     My  favorite  name  for  it  is  "liquid  fire." 


DENTAL  SOCIETY  63 

It  has  to  be  used  very  carefully.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what 
its  good  uses  are.  I  want  to  talk  to  Dr.  Holland  about  one  of  the 
cases  I  am  working  on  at  home  now.  I  believe  it  is  a  good  thing 
and  that  the  Doctor  knows  what  he  is  doing. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Betts:  If  it  is  not  out  of  order,  I  move  that  Dr.  Har- 
ris be  made  a  committee  of  one  to  use  somnofoam  on  those  folks 
who  persist  in  hammering  outside  that  window. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron:  I  notice  that  in  most  instances  where  pulps 
are  to  be  devitalized  and  roots  or  root  canals  filled,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen have  advised  the  application  of  the  rubber  dam.  Tliat  is 
a  thing  that  I  seldom  do.  I  apply  the  cocaine  under  pressure  an- 
esthesia, or  use  arsenic,  devitalize  the  pulp  and  remove  them  as 
thoroughly  as  I  can,  and  I  usually  work  just  a  little  strong  sul- 
phuric acid  into  the  roots,  f(dlowed  by  a  solution  of  sodium  , 
and  when  I  get  ready  to  till  the  canal  I  apply  a  roll  of  absorbent 
cotton  on  either  side  of  the  tooth  and  dry  tlie  canals  as  speedily 
as  I  can  and  till  the  canal  with  a  paste.  I  now  use  a  preparation 
known  as  pustuline,  mix  it  with  a  little  pure  creosote,  so  as  to 
make  a  paste  that  can  be  readily  soaked  into  the  canal.  I  have 
my  cement  on  the  slab  ready  to  be  mixed,  and  as  soon  as  the  root 
canals  are  well  filled,  I  take  a  little  absorbent  cotton  and  dry  out 
the  cavity  and  a]>ply  the  preparation.  For  the  small  gold  filling, 
wlien  I  cannot  keep  them  dry  without  the  use  of  the  dam,  I 
usually  resort  to  it.  I  thing  it  is  a  waste  of  time  in  filling  root 
canals,  and,  besides,  a  great  inconvenience  and  annoyance  to  the 
patient.  I  think  I  save  a  good  deal  of  time  and  perspiration  by 
eliminating  the  dam. 

President  Hunt:     Any  further  discussion  of  the  paper? 

Dr.  Holland:  You  made  a  radical  statement  just  now  and  I 
cannot  sit  still  and  listen  to  it.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  you 
can  intelligently  and  properly  devitalize  a  pulp  without  the  use  of 
the  rubber  dam?  Will  not  the  most  serious  consequences  occur  by 
having  infection  to  follow"?  Yon  know.  I  was  like  you  for  a  while. 
I  said  it  was  all  foolishness,  but  I  had  a  number  of  abscesses  to 
foUow  some  of  the  most  successful  operations  which  I  thought  I 
had  made.  The  basic  principle  is  to  fill  the  root  canal  so  as  not 
to  leave  any  space  for  the  secretion  of  any  parti<'les,  and  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  perform  a  satisfactory  operation  without  the 
use  of  the  lubber  dam.  Years  ago,  I  travelled  nearly  4.')  miles  to 
learn  to  adjust  the  ruliber  dam.  And  I  nevei-  travelled  a  mile  that 
I  got  more  ont  of  tlum  those  45.  The  application  and  adjustment 
of  the  rubber  dam  is  good  for  (hat  i)ai'ticular  thing.  I  am  sorry 
that  so  few  men  learn  and  know  how  to  adjust  it.  You  consider 
that  it  is  pain  and  tr(Mible  to  the  patient,  consuming  unnecessary 
time  to  adjust  it,  and  I  would  be  very -glad  to  show  you  how  to 
adjust  the  rubbei-  dam.  It  is  a  revelation  to  see  a  man  who  knows 
how  to  do  it.     There  is  not  one  man  in  50  who  does  know  how  to 
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pi-operlv  adjust  the  rubber  dam.  I  dou"t  mean  to  say  that  I  ana 
an  expe'rt,  but  that  the  average  dentist  has  not  ^ven  the  necessary 
time  and  study  to  it.  You  can't  keep  the  cavity  dry  enough  to  aj)- 
ply  tlie  matrix  properly.  In  a  molar  tooth,  when  you  want  tn  be- 
exact  about  it,  how  much  better  it  is  to  keep  all  of  the  saliva  away 
with  the  rubber  dam.  and  by  applying  the  separator,  get  more 
space.  These  are  practical  tilings.  Thank  Heaven,  I  am  not  in 
my  dotage!  I  keep  up  with  the  progress  in  dentistry.  When  you 
condemn  the  rubber  dam  you  make  a  serious  mistake,  because  ev- 
(■rvthing  reasonable  points  to  the  use  of  it.  My  experience  has 
led  me  to  make  such  an  assertion.  I  wish  I  might  be  eloquent 
enough  to  impress  this  audience  with  tliat  one  thing,  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  rubber  dam.  1  believe  you  have  a  rule  by  wliicli  you 
do  not  allow  an  "outsider"  to  give  a  clinic,  but  I  would  lil^e  to 
have  your  kind  permission  to  give  one  or  two  clinics  this  after- 
noon.' You  can't  get  up  and  make  a  man  know  a  thing  by  simply 
talking  about  it.  and  I  would  like  to  show  you  how  it  is  done. 

President  Hunt:  We  will  l)e  very  glad  indeed  to  have  you  dem- 
onstrate it. 

Dr.  Holland.  I  thank  you.  T  Avould  also  like  to  demonstrate 
the  use  of  the  Perry  Separator,  if  you  will  allow  me.  I  believe  I 
an  a  rea.sonable  man.  1  have  devoted  my  life  to  this  work,  and  I 
believe  T  can  })rove  to  you  that  you  can  accomi^lish  more  with  the 
Perry  Separator  than  with  any  other.  I  don't  mean  that  you 
must  use  one.  but  a  dozen  or  more.  It  gives  me  an  opportunity 
to  reacli  conditions  that  I  could  not  reacli  otherwise.  And  the 
sum  total  of  our  work  is  to  relieve  environment.  Tlie  very  begin- 
ning and  end  of  our  work  is  painstaking  and  slow.  One  success 
is  bettei-  than  a  thousand  failures,  so  let  us  take  six  honrs.  if  nec- 
essary rather  than  make  a  mistake. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron:  I  am  very  glad  that  we  have  these  learned 
and  eloquent  professors  of  dentistry  with  us.  men  of  right  exi>e- 
rience  and  wide  range  of  information.  I  always  receive  gladly  all 
that  they  bring  us,  and  if  there  is  any  one  tliino'  that  I  have  tried 
to  emphasize,  or  tried  to  make  the  paramount  importance  in  my 
work,  it  is  to  do  a  thorough  operation.  It  is  not  my  hope  to  ever 
hasten  through  with  an  operation.  I  judge  my  work  by  results. 
Now,  I  have  been  tilling  root  canals  as  I  described  to  you  awhile 
ago  for  a  couple  or  three  years,  and  where  the  conditions  were 
favorable,  I  do  not  believe  that  1  exaggerate  when  I  say  they  were 
a  complete  success  in  at  least  98  per  cent  of  the  cases.  They 
never  came  back,  and  if  those  teeth  have  ever  liad  a  sun  bath  the 
other  fellow  gave  it  to  them.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  practice 
in  that  way.  Of  course,  I  know  that  the  ai)plication  of  the  rub- 
ber dam  is  a  safe  procedure.  It  is  good  jiractice  and  all  that.  I 
use  the  rubl)cr  dam  when  I  think  it  is  necessary,  but  I  don't  know 
that  I  would  count  myself  an  expert  in  its  application.  It  was 
said  In-  tlu-  eminent  Dr.  Kirk  that  "If  tlie  tooth  was  worth  a  dam — 
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to  put  it  on."'  (Laughter.)  I  practiced  without  them  a  good  long 
time  myself,  but  I  found  that  I  got  llie  results  desired  with  them. 
I  d<)u"t  know  that  I  could  do  this  work  if  I  used  gutta  percha 
points,  or  anything  else  that  requires  a  considerable  time  to  put  in. 

President  Hunt:  Ls  there  any  further  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject, gentlemen?     If  not,  Dr.  Stanley  will  close  the  discussion. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley:  Dr.  Wheeler  spoke  of  dissolving  gutta  per- 
cha in  chloroform  and  allowing  the  chloroform  to  evaj^orate.  I 
would  like  to  state  that  I  use  that  method  myself.  I  guess  I  saw 
it  in  the  same  Cosmos  that  he  saw  it  in,  but  I  found  it  didn't 
prove  as  satisfactory  to  me  as  claimed  to  be.  He  also  spoke  of 
tartasol.  a  preparation  for  treating  pyorrhea,  and  that  the  only 
name  he  knows  for  it  is  liquid  fire.  He  is  about  right,  but  it  cer- 
tainly d(>es  the  work.  It  gives  results  that  I  have  never  been  able 
to  get  with  anything  else.  The  tissue  will  respond  to  the  burning 
much  quicker  than  to  any  other  preparation  I  have  ever  put  in  an 
abscess  pocket,  and  it  will  soften  up  the  deposits  on  the  tooth  that 
is  very  hard  to  remove  with  an  instrument. 

Pyorrhea  is  something  that  few  dentists  even  infoi-m  their  pa- 
tients they  have  and  they  do  the  patients  a  great  harm  by  not  tell- 
ing them,  and  more  than  likely  they  will  go  ahead  and  let  all  the 
teetji  drop  out. 

Dr.  Dameron  spoke  of  using  pustaline.  I  have  used  it  and  had 
a  lot  of  trouble  with  it  too. 

In  regard  to  taking  out  nerves  without  the  rubber  dam,  if  it 
is  properly  applied,  it  is  as  quickly  done  as  applying  the  absorbent 
cotton.  Dr.  Holland  says  he  uses  the  ligature  yet,  and  I  guess 
he  does,  but  it  is  unnecessary,  the  most  unnecessary  thing  in  den- 
tistry. If  he  is  going  to  use  the  Perry  Separator,  the  points  of  it 
can  be  pressed  up  under  the  gum  just  as  far  as  the  ligature.  The 
clamp  is  the  thing.  The  ligature  is  absolutely  unnecessary  on  the 
anterior  teeth.  It  is  unnecessary  jDain  for  the  patient  to  undergo. 
There  is  no  pain  to  it  if  you  are  careful  in  placing  the  rubber 
dam  on  there. 

President  Hunt:  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  subject  will  be 
passed. 

I  have  some  announcements  to  make.  All  who  have  not  yet 
registered,  please  do  so  with  the  young  lady  at  the  door  who  is'  in 
charge  of  the  register.  I  want  a  complete  record  of  all  those  who 
are  attending. 

The  Local  Committee  would  like  me  to  announce  that  the  cars 
will  leave  the  Square  at  5:13  for  Overlook  Park.  The  invitation 
to  the  barbacue  is  extended  to  the  members,  giiests  and  visitors, 
and  the  Exhibitors,  and  the  exhibitors  are  also  allowed  to  take  a 
guest  with  them. 

In  order  to  keep  tlie  engagement  with  tlie  local  committee  I  move 
that  we  adjourn.     Our  next  session  will  be  held  at  Overlook  Park, 
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where  Hon.  J.  C.  Piiteliard  will  address  us,  his  subject  being  ''Den- 
tal Ethics  and  Jurisprudence. ' ' 

Secretary  Watkins:  I  wish  to  announce  that  I  have  an  appli- 
cation of  T.  A.  Hargrove,  in  due  form,  endorsed,  and  bearing  the 
approval  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Meeting  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  24TH,  8:30  P.  M. 
OVERLOOK  PARK. 

President  Hunt :  Tlie  North  Carolina  Dental  Society  will  please 
come  to  order.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  address  an  audience  in  an 
open  air  theatre  when  you  are  so  far  back,  and  Judge  Pritchard 
requests  that  you  come  down  as  near  the  front  as  possible. 

It  is  not  very  often  that  we  have  the  honor  of  having  a  dis- 
tinguished jurist  address  a  Dental  Society  meeting.  At  this  time, 
we  are  exceedingly  foitunate  in  having  one  who  needs  no  intro- 
duction to  a  Nortli  Carolina  audience.  He  is  known  from  one  end 
of  the  State  to  the  other.  Therefore,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  ad- 
dress you  in  his  behalf  in  the  ilowery  language  that  my  friend, 
Dr.  James,  Avould  have  used.  (Laughter.)  I  take  great  pleasure 
in  introducing  Judge  J.  C.  Pritchard.     (Applause.) 

Hon.  Jeter  C.  Pritchard:  I  am  very  glad  indeed,  to  be  with  you 
this  evening.  In  fact,  I  esteem  it  a  great  honor  to  be  with  you  on 
this  occasion. 

Owing  to  the  technical  character  of  the  questions  to  be  discussed 
tonight,  I  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  reduce  my  remarks  to  writing. 

Judge  Pritchard  here  read  his  address,  as  follows: 

JUDGE  PRITCHARD 'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Some  time  since  I  was  invited  by  your  committee  to  deliver  an 
address  on  this  occasion,  but  was  restricted  to  a  discussion  of 
"Dental  Ethics  and  Jurisprudence."  I  must  confess  that  the 
subject  as  presented  is  most  difficult  of  treatment,  owing  to  the 
limited  time  at  my  disposal  in  which  to  examine  llie  decisions  of 
the  variou.s  courts  as  respects  this  particular  branch  of  our  juris- 
prudence; and,  under  the  cii-cumstances,  I  liave  decided  to  take  a 
somewhat  wider  range  than  the  one  assigned  to  me.  But,  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks  I  shall  refer  to  some  principles  that  have 
been  establislied  by  oui-  courts  which  I  believe  will  prove  to  be  of 
interest  to  the  profession. 

We  esteem  it  a  great  honor  to  have  you  assembled  in  our  midst, 
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arifl  I  trust  that  your  stay  among  us  may  be  both  pleasant  and 
profitable. 

I  am  pleased  to  see  the  ladies  present  on  this  occasion — we  need 
tliem  always.  Without  the  sympatliy  and  sup{)ort  of  woman,  man 
can  accomplish  but  little  in  tliis  life.     It  has  been  truly  said: — 

"Next  to  God,  w'e  are  indebted  to  woman  for  life  itself,  and  then 
for  making-  it  worth  living.  To  describe  her,  the  pen  should  be 
dipped  in  the  humid  colors  of  the  rainbow,  and  the  paper  dried 
with  the  dust  gathered  from  the  wings  of  a  butterfly.  There  is 
one  in  the  world  who  feels  for  him  Avho  is  sad  a  keener  pang  than 
he  feels  for  himself;  there  is  one  to  whom  reflected  joy  is  better 
than  that  which  comes  direct;  there  is  one  who  rejoices  in  an- 
other's honor  more  than  in  her  own;  there  is  one  upon  whom  an- 
other's transcendent  excellence  sheds  no  beam  but  that  of  delight; 
there  is  one  who  hides  another's  infirmities  more  faithfully  than 
her  own;  there  is  one  who  loses  all  sense  of  self  in  the  sentiment 
of  kindness,  tenderness,  and  devotion  to  another — that  one  is  she 
who  is  honored  with  the  holy  name  of  wife." 

''Woman  my  err,  woman  may  give  her  mind 
To  evil  thoughts,  and  lose  her  i)ure  estate; 
But  for  one  woman  who  affronts  her  kind 
By  wicked  passions  and  remorseless  hate, 
A  thousand  make  amends  in  age  and  youth, 
By  heavenly  pity,  by  sweet  sympathy, 
By  patient  kindness,  by  enduring  truth, 
By  love  supremest  in  adversity." 

Your  profession  is  one  of  importance,  and  its  gi'owth  and  de- 
velopment have  been  phenomenal  and  full  of  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  civilized  world. 

Dentistry,  originally,  was,  as  you  all  know,  purely  mechanical; 
but,  by  intelligent  study  and  research  on  the  part  of  those  wdio 
have  devoted  their  lives  to  its  advancement,  it  has  come  to  be  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  necessary  and  important  professions  and  one 
wliich  the  people  of  this  day  and  time  regard  as  essential  to  their 
physical  comfort. 

The  following  is  tlie  best  definition  of  dentistry  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain:  "Dentistry  is  a  special  department  of  the  science  and 
art  of  healing;  embracing_a  knowledge  of  the  structure,  i)hysiolog>-, 
pathology,  and  the  therapeutic,  surgical  and  mechanical  treatment 
of  the  tissues  of  the  mouth  and  its  contained  organs,  also  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  materials  used  and  their  manipulation  in  the  restora- 
tiou  of  the  dental  and  oral  -structures. ' ' 

The  date  of  the  origin  of  dentistry  is  not  definitely  known,  but 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  operations  on  teeth  for  relief  from  pain 
caused  by  disease  and  accidents  to  which  they  are  subject,  were 
performed  at  a  very  early  period  of  our  history.  It  is  referred 
to  in  the  writings  of  Herodotus  (500  B.  C.)  but  "we  have  evidence 
that   dentistry   was  practiced   at    a   very   much   earlier  period   as 
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shown  by  the  Egyptian  and  Ilimloo  records.     An  examination  of 
the  crania  of  some  of  the  earlier  aboriginal  races  also  confirms  this 
view.     That  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans  were  familiar  in  a  degree 
with  the  dental  art  is  evidenced  by  the  tenth  table  contained  in  the 
twelve  tables    (4.'j0  B.  C.)   the  translation  of  which  is  as  follows: 
"If  anyone's  teeth  have  been  bound  together  with  gold,  it  sliall 
not  be  unlawful  to  bury  him  with  it."     The  Romans  are  said  to 
have    deiived    their    knowdedge   of   dentistry   from    the   Etruscans, 
who  in  turn  derived  theirs  from  the  Egyptians,  the  fountain-head 
of  the  arts  and  sciences.     From  the  time  of  Hippocrates  until  the 
christian  era,  but  little  is  recorded  as  to  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the   dental  art,  and  information  on   this   subject  is  very 
meagTe  in  the  time  intervening  between  that  and  the  seventeenth 
century.     In    1678,    Antoni   van    Leeuwenhoek,   of   Delft.   Holland, 
published  a  work  in  which  he  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of 
his  discovery  of  the  tabular  structure  of  the  dentin,  this  discovery 
being  made  possible  by  the  aid  of  an  improvised  microscope  invent- 
ed by  the  author.     Prior  to  that  period,  surgeons  and  barbers  per- 
formed certain  operations  upon  the  teeth,  such  as  extraction  and 
the  treatment  of  the  toothache  and  abscesses  or  inflammatory  dis- 
orders of  the  soft  tissues  in  the  region  of  the  teeth.     The  fllling 
of  cavities  was  not  attempted  by  the  ])hysician,  this  class  of  work 
being  done  principally  by  the  goldsmith,  artisans,  and  other  work- 
ers in  precious  metals.     These  people  were  known  as  dental  me- 
chanics.    The  Avork  which  they  did  was  purely  mechanical,  their 
skill  enabling  them  to  devise  and  fashion  substitutes  for  lost  den- 
tal organs,  an  art  which  later,  as  a  result   of  i)ersistent    and   sys- 
tematic study  and  organized  professional  training,  has  developed  a 
high  S'rade  of  perfection. 

As  has  been  said:     "The  development   of  modern   dentistrv   as 
a  professional  calling  has  had  a   distinctly  double  origin:     First, 
as  an  outgrowth  of  medicine  and  surgery,  certain  practitioners  of 
these  arts  in  the  earlier  days  devoting  tlieraselves  to  dental  prac- 
tice and  adding  to  tlieir  medical  qualifications  such   technical  and 
maniinilative  skill  as  enabled  them  to  meet  tlie  public  (lemand  for 
restorative  operations  upon  the  teeth;  second,  the  arti.san  or  me- 
chanic dentist  who  acquired  so  much  of  mc-dical  and  surgical  knowl- 
eda-e   as  enabled  him  to  treat   with   some   measure  of  success  the 
dental  diseases  Avith   which   his  calling  confronted   him.     In  Eng- 
land, at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteentli  century  the  best  practi- 
tioners of  dentistry  Avere  medicallv  educated  men.  of  Avhora  Joseph 
Fox,  lecturer  on  the  diseases  of  the  teeth  at  (iuy's  Hospital,  Lon- 
don, mav  l)e  taken  as  a  type.     Both  Fox  and  his  successor,  Thos. 
Bell,  pniilished  Avoi-ks  on  the  diseases  of  the  teeth  which,  for  tlieir 
time,  Avas  standards.     The  Avords  of  other  British   writers  on   the 
same  subject,  notably  those  of  Koeker,  Jobson,  Waite  and   Alex- 
ander Navsmyth.  all'made  their  appearance  in  the  first  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century.     The  Avorks  of  these  Engiisli  practitioners  and 
teachers  Avere  characteristic  of  the  medical  ami  surgically  educated 
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practitioners,  in  that  anatomical,  pathological  and  therapeutic  de- 
partments of  dental  science  and  practice  were  strongly  emphasized 
by  them  wliile  the  manipulative  phase  and  restorative  department, 
of  the  dental  art  were  given  a  minimal  recognition. 

Of  tlie  earliest  origin  of  tlie  art  of  mechanically  restoring  lost 
dental  structures,  the  records  are  obscure.  Jaws  in  which  natural 
teeth  or  carved  imitations  of  them  were  inserted  and  retained  by 
means  of  gold  bands  atTixed  to  adjoining  sound  teetli  have  been 
found  in  early  Etruscan  tombs — specimens  of  this  cliaracter  being 
prf-served  in  the  museum  of  Pope  Julius  in  Rome  and  elsewhere. 

Specimens  of  similar  restorations   are   also   recoi-ded   as   having- 
been  found  in  the  mouths  of  Egyptian  mummies.     No  record,  liow- 
ever,  of  a  systematic  presentation   of  this  department   of  dental 
art  is  known  to  have  been  ])ublislied  until  the  works  of  Pierre  Fou- 
<diard  made  its  appearance  in  France   (1728).     This  treatise  upon 
the  art  of  dentistry  was  most  complete  for  that  period,  and  so  great 
was  its  originality  that  its  author  lias  been  called  "Tlie  father  of 
modern  dentistry_^"     Foucliard   was  born  in   Brittany    (1()80)    and 
died  in  Pjiris    (1(01).     In   the  preface   to   his  book   iie  makes  the 
following  interesting  statement  regarding  the  then  existing  status 
of  dentistry:     ''The  most  celebrated  surgeons  have  abandoned  this 
branch  of  surgery,  or  at  least  having  but  little  cultivated  it,  the 
negligence  has  been  the  cause  of  its  being  embraced  by  those  wlio, 
without  theory  and  without  experience,  practice  it   without  prin- 
ciples or  methods.     It  is  only  recently  that  in  the  City  of  Paris 
the  eyes  have  been  opened  io  this  abuse,  and  an  easy  examination 
is  required   of   those   wlio   devote   themselves  to   the'  treatment   of 
these  diseases,  after  which  they  are  granted  the  title  of  Experts 
upon  the   Teeth,  altliough   several  among  tiiem  are  only  provided 
with  a  knowledge  below  mediocre."     As  it  was  provided  tliat  tiie 
examination  referred  to  should  be  conducted  by  men  ''learned  in 
all  branches  of  medical  science"  who  should  decide  upon  the  mer- 
its of  the  applicants,  we  have  in  this  measure  the  tirst  reported  at- 
tempt at  statutory  regulation  of  dental  practice  wdiicli   is  now  a 
generally  exercised  safeguard  to  tlie  public  health  in  all  nations. 
The  work  of  Fouchard  gave  an  im]Hilse  to  the  practice  of  dental 
art  and  tended  to  specialize  it  as  a  distinct  calling.     It  was  the  art 
of   Fouchard    which    was    implanted    upon    American    soil    by    tlie 
French  dentist,  Joseph  Lemaire,  a  surgeon  attaclied  to  the  forces 
of  Count  Kochambean,  whose  army  was  quartered  witli  the  colon- 
ia_l   trooiis    near   Providence,   Rhode   Island,   during  the   Avinter   of 
1(81-2.     Although    Lemaire    liad    been    preceded    in    IZ.iG    by    one 
Robert    Woofendale,   a    student   of   Tliomas    Bardmore,    dentist    to 
His  Majesty  King  George  III,  and  probably  by  one  or  two  others 
of  \yhom  the  records  are  obscure,  the  importance  of  Lemaire  *s  vis- 
itation attaches  to  the  fact  that  he  took  ()ccasi(.n  to  instruct  in  his 
art  Joshain  Flagg  a  young  man  holding  a  Major's  Commission  in 
the  colonial  army,  and  he  thus  educated  the  li'rst  dentist  native  to 
this    country.      Another    who    profited    by    Lemair's    instructions 
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alonjr  with  Flajig^  was  James  Gaidette  who  anived  with  I  lie  French 
fleet  in  tlie  eapaeity  of  naval  surgeon,  but  wl»o,  through  l)is  interest 
in  the  work  with  Lemaire,  turned  his  attention  to  dentistry  and 
after  the  <-h)^e  of  the  war  went  to  Boston,  thenee  to  New  York 
ill  178;{,  and  tinally  in  the  autumn  of  1784  settled  in  Philadelphia,, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  as  dentist  imtil  1829  when  he 
returned  to  France  and  died  in  Bordeaux  (18ol).  The  career  of 
Gardette  as  a  dental  practitioner  Avas  remarkable  not  only  from  a 
financial  standpoint  but  by  reason  of  the  intellij^ence  which  he  ex- 
ercised in  his  calling  and  the  ingenuity  and  skill  which  character- 
ized his  work.  He  added  many  useful  inprovemeiits  tt)  dental  art 
and  attained  much  prominence  as  a  skilled  and  ethical  professional 
mau. 

"Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  several  dentists  who  did  much 
to  elevate  dental  {>ractiee  and  place  it  upon  a  pi-ofessional  plane, 
arrived  in  America  from  Europe.  Eldward  Hudson,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  Let)nard  Koeker,  of  Germany.  b«)th  of  "whom  prac- 
tised in  Philadelphia,  were  noted  for  their  excellence  as  practi- 
tioners and  their  high  professional  standing.  These  early  i)io- 
neers  of  American  dentistry  were  practitioners  sui  generis.  Their 
means  of  educational  and  professional  training  were  limited  to 
what  they  could  obtain  from  preceptors  and  the  scanty  literature 
of  the  time,  but  what  they  lacked  in  educational  facilities  was 
more  than  compensated  by  their  natural  ability  and  enthusiasm, 
and  so  excellent  were  the  standards  which  they  raised  that  much 
that  is  best  in  modern  dentistry  is  to  be  justly  ci-edited  to  their 
almost  unaided  achievements  and  professional  example.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  early  practitioners  and  the  increasing'  demand  for  den- 
tal service  coincident  with  the  growing  jiopulation,  brought  about 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  oflt'ered  tiieir 
services  to  the  community  as  dentists.  There  being  no  leg:al  re- 
strictions upon  practice  anyone  miglit  advertise  himself  as  a  den- 
tist regardless  of  his  qualilications  for  the  practice  of  that  spec- 
ialty; hence,  tempted  by  the  emoluments  and  position  which  den- 
tistry seemed  to  offer,  many  incompetent  engaged  therein  and 
charlatanism  was  rife.  The  only  means  of  obtaining  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  dentistry  Avas  througrh  the  instructions  of 
a  preceptor  who  had  similarly  acquired  it.  hence  the  instruction 
of  apprentices  became  a  lucrative  business,  as  large  fees  were 
charged  for  initiating  the  novices  into  the  art  and  mystery  of 
dental  i)ractice.  The  knowledge  thus  gained  at  considerable  cost 
and  having  a  commercial  value,  was  jealously  guarded,  and  with 
but  few  exceptions,  professional  intercourse  among'  practitioners 
Avas  an  unknown  feature.  This  deplorable  condition  of  affairs  be- 
coming intolerable  to  those  dentists  of  more  liberal  tendencies, 
a  successful  attempt  Avas  made  in  NeAv  York  in  1787  to  organize 
a  local  association  of  dentists,  and  in  1840  in  the  same  city,  a 
National  Association. — The  American  Society  of  Dental  Sur- 
geons,— was  organized,  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Horace  H, 
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Hayden,  of  Baltimore,  "To  advance  the  science  of  free  communi- 
cation and  interchange  of  sentiments." 

Lack  of  time  forbids  that  I  should  pursue  this  very  interesting 
branch  of  the  subject  further  on  this  ocacsion  than  to  say  that  iu 
1839  the  first  dental  journal  in  the  world  as  established  by  Dr. 
Chapin  Harris,  who,  by  his  energy  secured  the  support  of  a  num- 
ber of  his  enthusiastic  colleagues  in  the  laudable  undertakins;  of 
establishing  a  medium  through  which  the  views  of  the  intelligent 
members  of  the  i^rofession  could  be  promulgated;  and  in  18-10,  the 
Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery  was  established,  it  being 
the  first  institution  for  the  sj-stematic  education  of  dentists.  The 
charter  of  this  institution  was  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland  by  Doctors  Harris.  Hayden,  and  othex's.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  in  the  years  1839  and  1840  the  three  essential  fac- 
tors of  professional  growth  in  dentistry,  to-wit:  the  College,  the 
Association,  and  the  Journal  were  established,  and  from  that  dav 
until  this  good  hour  there  has  been  a  steadj'  and  systematic  growth 
of  the  profession;  and  numbered  among  the  faculties  of  tliese 
institutions  of  learning  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  country.  The  number  of  practitioners  in  the  United  States 
at  this  time  is  said  to  be  about  28,000.  There  are  also  about  sixty 
institutions  devoted  to  the  systematic  education  of  dentists,  and 
a  large  number  of  journals  devoted  exclusively  to  the  profession. 

Toothaclie  has  always  been  considered  as  the  most  excruciating 
kind  of  pain,  and  as  I  have  said,  human  beings  have  been  afflicted 
with  this  disease  from  the  earliest  time  until  the  present.  Leonato. 
in  "MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING "  when  advised  bv  Antonio 
to  possess  his  soul  in  peace  and  patiently  bear  his  suffering,  ex- 
claimed : 

"I  pray  thee  peace!  I  will  be  flesh  and  blood; 
For  there  was  never  yet  philosopher 
That  could  endure  the  toothache  patiently, 
However  they  have  writ  the  ^style  of  gods 
And  made  a  push  at  sufferance." 

Until  within  a  comparatively  recent  period  in  many  sections  of 
this  country,  the  people  were  denied  the  pi-ivilege  of  secui-ing  the 
services  of  scientifie  dentists,  and  when  we  come  to  consider  the 
suffering  and  torture  endured  by  the  unfortunate  victims  of  those 
who  attempted  to  practice  dentistry,  we  find  that  the  horrors  of 
the  Spanish  Inquisition  pale  into  insignificance  wlien  compared 
with  the  torture  and  suffering  endured  by  this  unfortunate  class 
of  patients.  In  the  year  187.5,  Avhile  residing  at  Bakersville.  this 
State,  I  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  toothache,  but  postponed 
tile  evil  day  as  long  as  possible,  and  finally  one  evening  about  ten 
o'clock  the  pain  became  so  intense  that  I  was  compelled  to  seek 
the  services  of  a  dentist.  I  was  informed,  however,  tliat  there 
was  no  dentist  in  the  Town,  but  that  a  gentleman  who  was  engaged 
in  the  carpenter  business  made  tooth-pulling  a  specialty.     He  was 
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at  that  time  erectiiiii-  a  dwelling  bouse  for  a  relative  of  mine,  i 
called  on  him  and  requested  him  to  extract  the  tooth.  He  read- 
ily consented  to  perform  the  operation — in  fact  seemed  to  take 
a  tiendish  deliuht  in  complying  with  the  request.  He  used  what 
was  known  as  the  '"twister"  in  extracting  teeth,  and,  after  making' 
several  incisions  in  tiie  gum  witli  an  old-fashioned  horn-handled 
knife  (which  was  very  dull),  he  proceeded  to  wrap  a  red  bandanna 
handkerchief  ai'ound  the  "twister"  (and  in  this  connection  I  will 
say  that  the  handkerchief  had  been  used  by  him  for  about  six 
consecutive  weeks  without  being  laundered).  After  getting  the 
"twister"  thoroughly  pre|)ared,  he  told  me  to  lie  down  on  the 
floor  flat  of  my  back.  He  then  placed  both  knees  on  my  chest  and 
took  me  by  the  fore-top  Avith  liis  left  hand,  and  after  placing  the 
"twister"  in  my  mouth,  proceeded  to  remove  not  only  the  toothy 
but  a  considerable  portion  of  my  jawbone! 

Another  process  of  pulling  teeth  Aviiich  may  not  be  in  vogue 
at  this  time,  Avas  in  common  use  in  this  section  of  the  country  for 
a  numbei'  of  years.  The  t<H)lli-puller  snp[>lied  himself  with  a  ten- 
penny  nail  and  an  ordinary  hammer.  The  operation  consisted  of 
placing  the  nail  on  the  shoulder  of  the  tooth  and  hitting  it  a  sud- 
den blow  with  the  Immmer.  The  success  of  the  operation  depended 
largely  upon  the  nerves  of  the  victim.  If  he  was  able  to  stand 
motionless  until  the  fatal  blow  was  stricken,  the  operation  was 
most  generally  a  success,  but  if  he  happened  to  dodge,  the  i-esult 
was  a  broken  clieekbone  or  a  badly  dislignred  face. 

Until  1887,  the  medical  profession  suffered  even  to  a  greater 
extent  than  the  dentists,  owing  lo  the  fact  that  there  were  hun- 
dreds of  individuals  attem|)ting  to  ))rac(ice  medicine  who  had 
never  seen  a  medical  college,  and  many  of  whom  had  never  read  a 
wdi'k  of  medicine.  The  so-called  doctor's  in  some  communities  did 
a  thriving  business,  but  as  to  the  I'esults  of  this  ])ractice  T  am  not 
prepared  to  fui-nish  you  with  anything  like  reliable  statistics. 

It  is  related  of  one  of  this  class  of  doctors  that  a  patient  suf- 
fei'ing  with  tul)erculosis  called  on  him  for  treatment,  and,  after 
carefully  examining  and  considering  the  symptoms  of  the  pa- 
tient, he  prepai'ed  a  bottle  of  medicine  and  handed  it  to  him  re- 
marking at  the  time:  "If  you  will  take  tive  doses  of  this  med- 
icine you  will  never  cougli  again."  The  conliding  patient  took 
one  dose,  and  there  is  a  tradition  to  the  effect  that  he  really  never 
coughed  again ! 

On  one  occasion  in  East  Tennessee  a  coloicd  doctoi-  by  the  name 
of  Hinckle,  called  upon  a  white  doctor  (who  like  himself  had  never 
taken  the  pains  to  attend  a  medical  college)  to  accompanv  liiin  lo 
the  bedside  of  a  negro  suffering  with  heai't  trouble.  Wliile  they 
were  there,  the  negro  expired.  Hinckle  turned  to  the  white  doc- 
tor and  said:  "He's  dead  an<l  in  hell,  I  hope,  because  I've  at- 
teufh'd  him  for  tlie  last  live  years  and  he  has  never  paid  me  a 
nickel  for  my   services,"   whereupon   the   other  doctor   remarked: 
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''Di"-_Hinfkle  that  is  darn  poor  consultation  for  the  dead  man's 
reviving  friends. ' ' 

I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  loAver  branch  of  the  Leg- 
ishiture  of  1887,  at  which  time  the  law  requiring  doctors  to  stand 
a  medical  examination  was  passed,  and  it  affoided  me  great  pleas- 
ure to  vote  for  its  adoption.  For  a  few  years  after  the  enactment 
of  this  law  it  caused  a  great  deal  of  friction  in  some  communities 
oAving  to  the  agitation  set  on  foot  by  the  quacks  who  were  at- 
tempting to  follow  a  profession  about  whicli  they  knew  little  if 
anytliing;  but  that  disposition,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  disapoeared, 
and  today  I  believe  that  the  medical  profession  in  North  Caro- 
lina will  compare  favorably  in  dignity,  cliarai-ter  and  intelligence 
with  that  of  any  of  the  other  states  of  the  Inion. 

To  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  older  members  of  your  profession 
are  you  indebted  f(tr  the  enactment  of  a  wliolesoiiie  law  by  our 
Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  your  pro- 
fession and  protecting  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  Legislature 
at  its  session  in  1879  passed  a  law  on  this  subject  which  has  proven 
to  I)e  very  beneticial.  Among  other  things  it  is  provided  by  the 
law  passed  at  that  session,  that  no  })erson  excei)t  regularly  author- 
ized physicians  and  surgeons  shall  commence  the  practice  of  den- 
tistry unless  said  person  has  been  graduated  and  received  a  di- 
ploma from  a  reputable  institution  wliei-e  this  specialtv  is  taught, 
chartered  under  the  authority  of  tlie  United  States  or  of  a  foreign 
government,  in  which,  as  stated,  he  shall  have  obtained  a  certi- 
ticate  of  a  board  of  examiners  duly  appointed  and  authorized  by 
said  act  to  issue  such  certiticale.  It  is  also  provided  that  the 
Board  of  Examiners  authorized  to  be  appointed  shall  consist  of 
six  members  -of  the  Nortli  Carolina  Dental  Society  to  be  elected 
as  therein  specified.  Tliere  are  other  provisions  iii  the  act  which 
constitute  the  machinery  by  which  the  Dental  Society  is  created, 
and  authorizing  it  to  provide  suitable  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  examinations  to  test  tlie  titness  of  the  applicants. 

The  provisions  which  render  this  law  effective  are  to  be  found 
in  the  following  sections  now  contained  in  the  Kevisal  of  190.5: 

"3642.  If  any  person  shall  practice  dentistry,  except  extract- 
ing teeth,  without  having  first  passed  the  examination  and  obtained 
the  certificate  provided  by  law.  lie  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemean- 
or, and  fined  twenty-five  dollars.  Provided  aiiy  person  so  con- 
victed shall  not  be  entitled  to  sue  for  or  recover  "any  fee  or  charee 
for  dental  service  in  any  court,  and  any  sum  of  money  paid  to\ 
person  for  dental  services  rendered  may  be  recovered  by  the  per- 
son so  paying  the  same,  or  his  legal  representative:  provided  fur- 
ther, no  one  applying  for  a  license  to  practice  dentistry  shall  be 
denied  such  license  on  account  of  race,  color  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude. 

''3643.  If  any  person  shall  knowingly  and  falsely  claim  or  pre- 
tend to  have  or  hold  a  certificate  of  proficiency  aranted  by  the 
board  of  examiners  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  he'  shall 
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be  gnilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be  fined 
not  more  than  tifty  dollars  nor  less  than  twenty-tive  dollars  for 
each  offense."  Tliis  section  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in 
1887. 

Prior  to  18/9  anyone  could  practice  dentistry  in  North  Carolina 
without  first  standing  an  examination  to  test  his  fitness,  and,  as 
a  result  many  impostors  and  incompetent  persons  took  advantage 
of  the  situation,  and  owing  to  their  lack  of  scientific  knowledge 
many  of  our  citizens  were  subjected  to  unnecessary  torture,  and  in 
some  instances  incurred  disabilities  which  remained  Avith  them 
dui-ing  their  natural  lives.  At  that  time  there  was  no  concerted 
action  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  prepared  themselves  for  the 
discharge  of  the  delicate  duties  incident  to  the  profession  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  and  as  a  result,  but  little  progi-ess  was  made 
until  the  profession  as  such  was  recognized  by  legislative  enact- 
ment. These  sections  constitute  a  wise  and  wholesome  law,  and, 
while  under  section  3642.  the  old-fashioned  tooth-puller  is  still 
permitted  to  roam  at  large,  unhampered  by  legislative  restrictions, 
nevertheless,  the  recognition  of  dentistry  as  a  scientific  profession 
has  enabled  the  educated  and  intelligent  members  of  your  pro- 
fession to  place  the  same  upon  a  plan  which  is  very  attractive  to 
our  ambitious  young  men,  many  of  whom  have  qualified  themselves 
to  enter  the  profession,  and  as  a  result  almost  every  community 
is  supplied  with  well  trained  dentists,  and  only  those  who  ]>re- 
fer  to  do  so  need  undergo  the  ordeal  incident  to  a  conflict  with  the 
old-fashioned  tooth-puller. 

This  legislation  was  not  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  the  dentist 
alone,  but  it  was  also  intended  for  the  protection  of  a  long-suffer- 
ing public,  and  in  vieAv  of  tlie  pi-ogress  wliich  you  liave  made,  has, 
in  my  judgment,  contributed  as  much  to  the  public  welfare  as 
almost  any  piece  of  legislation  on  our  statute  books. 

Dental  jurisprudence  is  defined  as  ''That  science  which  teaches 
the  application  of  every  branch  of  dentistry  to  the  purposes  of 
the  law;  hence  its  limits  on  the  one  hand  are  the  requirements  of 
the  law,  and  on  the  otlier  the  whole  range  of  dental  knowledge: 
anatomy,  physiology,  therapeutics,  materia  medica.  cliemistry,  op- 
erative and  prosthetic  dentistry."  etc.  In  order  that  a  court  of 
law  may  arrive  at  a  proper  decision  in  a  dental  case  at  issue,  each 
of  these  branches  of  science  may  be  of  great  service  in  pro])erlv 
interpreting  the  evidence  adduced.  Such  being  the  case,  it  is 
highly  important  that  every  dentist  should  thoroughly  understand 
the  subjects  just  mentioned  in  order  that  he  may,  when  called  u])on 
to  testify  as  an  expert,  be  able  to  give  fair  and  intelligent  testi- 
mony; or  in  the  event  he  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  a  patient,  that  lie  may  be  prepared  to  make  an 
intelligent  defense.  It  would  be  folly  for  one  not  qualified  in 
these  branches  to  undertake  to  testify  as  an  expert.  Dr.  Ehvell, 
a  disting-Tiished  member  of  the  legal,  as  well  as  the  medical  pro- 
fession, observes  tliat  "no  witness  is  ever  compelled  to  testify  to 


DENTAL  SOCIETY  75 

what  he  does  not  know. ' '  Ordinarily,  dentists  and  physicians  are 
only  called  to  give  expert  testimony  and  no  one  should  ever  under- 
take to  give  testimony  of  this  character  unless  he  thoroughly  un- 
derstands the  subjects  involved  in  the  controversy  Avhich  is  being 
considered  by  the  coui't.  In  this  connection  it  is  highly  important 
that  a  dentist  should  consider  the  ciuestion  as  to  his  rights  when  it 
is  sought  to  recover  damages  in  a  suit  instituted  against  him  by 
one  wlio  alleges  malpractice  or  other  improper  conduct  in  the 
treatment  of  the  teeth.  It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  me  to  be 
able  to  say  that  the  members  of  your  profession  in  this  State  have 
rarely  ever  been  called  upon  to  defend  actions  of  this  character. 
However,  there  have  been  a  few  actions  of  this  nature  instituted 
in  our  courts.  In  1897  an  action  was  instituted  in  one  of  the 
coui'ts  in  this  State  in  which  the  plaintiflp  alleged  that  on  account 
of  improper  treatment  by  the  defendant  an  abscess  had  devel- 
oped which  became  chronic,  and  necro.sis  of  the  bone  ensued,  in 
wiiich  action  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  damages  on  account  of 
the  alleged  negligence  of  the  defendant.  In  that  case  the  court 
announced  the  following  principles  of  law  as  controlling  in  such 
cases : 

First:  That  if  the  defendant  did  not,  at  the  time  of  treating 
the  plaintiff,  possess  the  learning  and  skill  ordinarily  possessed 
by  members  of  the  dental  profession,  and  by  improper  treatment 
the  plaintiff  was  injured,  the  defendant  would  be  liable  for  such 
damages  as  the  plaintiff  sustained  by  reason  thereof. 

Second :  The  degi-ee  of  learning  and  skill  which  the  physician 
and  surgeon  holds  himself  out  to  possess,  is  that  degree  which  is 
ordinarily  possessed  by  the  profession  as  it  exists  at  the  time,  and 
not  as  it  may  have  existed  some  time  in  the  past. 

Third :  That  in  the  trial  of  a  dentist  for  malpractice,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  the  dentist  possesses  the  learning  and  skill  which 
ordinarily  characterizes  his  profession,  and  fails  to  exercise  it 
in  serving  tlie  plaintiff,  and  plaintiff'  is  theieby  injured,  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  recover  for  injuries  thus  sustained. 

Fourth :  That  in  the  trial  of  an  action  for  injuries  resulting 
from  the  malpractice  of  a  dentist,  the  jury  may  take  into  consid- 
eration tlie  injury  to  the  plaintiff",  such  as  the  pain  suffered  by 
the  plaintiff,  loss  of  time,  loss  of  teeth  and  increased  delay  in  ef- 
fecting a  cure,  and  the  probability  of  permanent  injury,  necessar- 
ily consequent  upon  the  injury  sustained  by  the  maltreatment. 

Fifth :  That  the  degree  of  skill  required  of  a  dentist,  while 
not  necessarily  the  highest  knoAvn  to  his  profession,  cannot  be 
limited  to  such  as  is  exercised  by  dentists  in  the  neighborhood,  but 
must  be  such  as  is  ordinarily  possessed  and  practised  by  the  ordi- 
nary dentist  in  his  profession. 

Sixth:  That  in  a  case  where  the  liability  of  a  dentist  for  mal- 
practice it  is  shown  that  the  patient,  after  such  malpractice,  dis- 
obeyed the  orders  of  the  dentist,  and  thus  aggravated  the  injur- 
ies, does  not  discharge  the  dentist's  liability." 
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In  this  connection,  I  will  say  that  the  true  test  is  as  to  whethoi- 
the  dentist  in  a  piven  action  has  been  auilty  of  misconduct  or  mal- 
practice, and  if  this  fact  is  established,  the  plaintiff's  right  of 
recovery  is  fixed,  and  any  subsequent  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
patient' cannot  be  held  to  waive  the  right  of  recovery,  when  the 
same  has  once  been  established. 

In  discussing  the  degree  of  skill  and  care  required  of  a  dentist 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  the  Sui>reine  Ccmrt  of  our  State  said: 

'' Whether  this  malpractice,  found  by  the  jury,  arose  from  tlie 
want  of  ordinary  knowledge  and  skill,  or  the  want  of  reasonable 
care  on  the  part  of  tlie  defendant  is  imuniterial,  as  botli  are  im- 
pliedly guaranteed  by  one  oft'ering  his  services  to  the  public  The 
degree  of  care  and  skill  required  is  that  possessed  and  exercised 
by  the  ordinary  members  of  his  profession.  It  need  not  be  the 
liighest  skill  and  knowledge  known  to  the  profession,  but  it  must 
be  such  as  is  ordinarily  possessed  by  the  average  of  the  profes- 
sion. Tt  cannot  be  measured  simply  by  the  profession  in  the 
neighborhood,  as  this  standai-d  of  measurement  would  be  entirely 
too  variable  and  uncertain.  '•Neigliborhood"  might  be  construed 
into  a  very  limited  area,  and  is  generally  so  understood  among 
our  people.  It  might  contain  but  few  dentists  in  sparsely  settled 
sections — perhaps  only  one  or  two.  Both  might  be  men  of  very 
inferior  qualifications,'  and  to  say  that  they  might  set  themselves 
up  as  the  standai'd  of  a  learned  profession,  and  prove  the  stand- 
ing of  each  by  the  ability  of  the  other,  would  be  equally  unjust  to 
the  profession  and  its  patients.  The  words  "tlie  neigh])orhood' ' 
as  used  in  the  ])rayer  are  essentially  different  from  the  phrase 
''the  general  neighborhood"  or  "the  same  general  h)cality, "  Avhich 
are  found  in  some  decisions  from  otlier  states.  In  the  well  con- 
sidered case  of  Gramm  v.  Boenor,  .")()  Indiana,  4n7,r)()l,  the  court 
says:  'It  seems  to  us  that  pliysicians  oi-  surgeons  practising  in 
small  towns,  or  rural  or  sparsely  populated  districts,  are  bound  to 
possess  and  exercise  at  least  the  average  degree  of  skill  possessed 
and  exercised  by  tlie  profession  in  such  localities  generally.  It 
will  not  do.  as  we  think,  to  say  that  if  a  surgeon  or  physician  has 
exercised  sncli  a  degree  of  skill  as  is  ordinarily  exercised  in 
tlie  particular  locality  in  which  he  jiracfices  it  will  be  suf- 
ficient.' *  *  *"  We  think  the  jury  was  sufficiently  in- 
structed tliat  the  defendant  was  not  linlile  if  he  jiad  exercised  or- 
dinary skill  and  care,  and  if  lie  failed  in  eitlier  of  these  partic- 
ulars, he  would  be  responsible  for  the  damages  resulting  from  his 
own  acts  alone.  In  Dubois  v.  Decker.  130  N.  Y.,  32.>,  it  was  field 
that  'when  a  liability  or  malpractice  is  estal^lislied.  ])roof  tliat  tlie 
patient,  after  tlie  liability  was  incuried.  disobeyed  Ihe  orders  of 
tfie  ]»hysici:in  and  so  aggravated  tlie  injiir\.  does  not  discliarge  flie 
liability,  but  sini[)ly  goes  in  mitigation  of  damages.*  The  rule  as 
to  ordinary  and  reasonable  skill  and  care  is  alluded  to  in  Wood- 
ward V.  Hancock.  52  N.  C.  384.  and  in  Boon  v.  IMurphy.  108  N. 
C,  187;  but  is  not  fully  discussed.     We  tliink  that  tlie  rule  herein 
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laid  doAvn  is  fully  in  accord  witli  those  decisions,  and  is  sustained 
liy  tlie  weight  of  authority  in  other  jurisdictions.  Where  a  dif- 
ferent rule  is  followed  it  is  almost  invariably  of  a  more  striuijent 
nature."  The  court  then  cites  Sherman  and  Redtield  on  Negli- 
gence, Sections  431  and  433,  and  a  number  of  other  cases  in  sup- 
port of  the  doctrine  thus  announced. 

Of  course  there  are  many  other  phases  of  dental  jurisprudence, 
but  it  would  i-equire  more  time  than  I  have  at  my  command  on 
this  occasion  t<»  further  discuss  such  matters  in  detail. 

Tlie  oi ganizatioH  of  your  dental  society  has,  in  my  opinion.  ])een 
the  most  potent  factor  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the  work 
in  which  you  are  engaged.  While  it  is  true  that  individual  etfoi-t 
on  the  part  of  the  intelligent  pioneers  of  the  profession  in  this 
State  resulted  in  much  good,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  in  your 
profession,  as  in  all  other  professions,  very  little  substantial  prog- 
ress can  be  made  without  cooperative  work  on  the  part  of  the  intel- 
ligent and  thoughtful  members  of  your  body.  This  is  distinctly 
an  area  of  co-operation.  All  the  great  institutions  of  the  country 
til)preciate  the  fact  that  in  union  tliere  is  strength,  and  in  order  to 
secuie  tlie  best  residts  in  any  business,  trade,  or  profession  it  is 
A-ery  essential  that  there  should  be  an  interchange  of  suggestions 
and  ideas  fn)m  which  definite  and  satisfactory  conclusions  re- 
specting the  welfare  of  the  same  may  be  reached.  It  is  this  policy 
which  ]iaX>^ii*iibuted  to  the  establishment  of  all  of  the  great  in- 
stitution^ of  the  couiiti-y.  In  the  churches  we  have  conferences, 
synods,  associations,  and  other  organizations;  in  the  legal  pro- 
fessions we  have  bar  associations;  in  the  medical  profession,  the 
medical  society;  in  the  business  world,  the  bankers'  and  merchants' 
associations:  in  the  cities,  boards  of  trade  and  chambers  of  com- 
merce; among  the  raili-oad  employees,  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  and  Firemen;  and  likewise  Ave  have  the  carpen- 
tei's'  unions  and  labor  organizations,  and  as  a  result  a  vast  amount 
of  good  has  been  accomidished  in  all  branches  of  human  endeavor. 
In  this  connection  I  Avish  to  remind  you  that  it  is  highly  impor- 
tant that  you  should  conform  strictly  to  your  code  of  ethics.  Avhich 
is  prei)ared  Avith  great  care  and  embodies  those  things  calculated 
to  insure  a  liigh  standni'd  for  your  profession.  Section  1  of  your 
Code  relates  to  the  conditct  of  the  dentist  in  the  treatment  of  his 
patients,  and  a  strict  obserA'ance  of  these  provisions  will  insure 
the  respect  and  friendsliiji  of  the  i>atient,  and  thereby  place  the 
dentist  upon  a  substantial  basis  in  liis  profession.  Section  3  pro- 
A'ides  that  "The  dentist  should  be  temperate  in  all  things,  keep- 
ing the  mind  and  body  in  the  best  possible  health,  tliat  the  pa- 
tients should  have  the  benefit  of  that  clearness  of  judgment  and 
skill  which  is  their  right."  Article  2  Section  1  provides  that  "A 
member  of  the  dental  profession  is  bound  to  maintain  its  honor, 
and  to  labor  earnestly  to  extend  its  sphere  of  usefulness.  He 
should  avoid  everything  in  langiiage  and  condjiict  calculated  to 
discredit  or  dishonor  his  profession,   and   should  ever  manife^st   a 
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due  resi)ect  for  his  brethren.  The  yomig  shonkl  show  special  re- 
spect for  their  seniors,  the  aged  si)ecial  encouragement  to  their 
juniors.''  Section  2  of  this  Article  provides  that  "The  person 
and  office  arrangement  of  the  dentist  should  indicate  that  he  is 
a  gentleman;  and  he  should  in  all  relations  sustain  a  high  moral 
character.'' 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  your  Society  exacts  a  high  standard 
of  conduct  on  the  i)art  of  those  who  may  desire  to  practice  your 
profession,  'ilie  code  of  ethics  by  which  you  are  governed  very 
properly  fixes  character  as  the  test  by  which  the  dentist  is  to  be 
peitnlttcd  to  become  a  member  of  your  body.  This  not  only  in- 
volves his  fitness  to  practice  the  profession,  but  also  his  charac- 
ter as  a  citizen.  These  reciuirements  are  essential  and  should  be 
adoi)ted  by  all  trades  and  professions.  Tlie  individual  who  does 
not  possess  a  good  moral  character,  and  wlio  habitually  indulges  in 
the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  should  never  under  any  circumstan- 
ces be  licensed  to  i>ractice  any  of  the  ]irofessions:  and  this  is  es- 
pecially true  of  the  dental  and  medical  professions. 

You  should  respect  the  profession  to  which  you  belong  and  at 
all  times  guard  the  good  name  and  reputation  of  your  brethren 
with  the  utmost  fidelity.  The  late  Dr.  Oliver  Wendtdl  Holmes,  on 
one  occasion,  in  an  address  entitled  "The  Ethics  of  the  Physician" 
gave  utterance  to  the  folloAving  beautiful  sentiments,  which  are 
very  ai)pro})riate  and  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  dental  pro- 
fession ; 

"If  you  respect  your  profession  as  you  ouglit,  you  will  respect 
nil  honorable  practitioners  in  this  honored  calling.  And  respect- 
ing them  and  yourselves,  you  will  beware  of  all  degrading  jeal- 
ousies and  despise  every  unfair  art  Avlucli  may  ])romise  to  raise 
you  at  the  expense  of  a  rival.  How  hard  it  is  not  to  undervalue 
those  who  are  hotly  <-ompeting  with  us  for  the  prizes  t>f  life!  In 
every  great  crisis  our  instincts  are  apt  suddenly  to  rise  upon  us 
and  in  these  exciting  struggles  we  are  liable  to  be  seized  by  that 
passion  which  led  the  fiery  race-horse,  in  the  height  of  a  desperate 
contest,,  to  catch  his  rival  with  his  teelli  as  he  passed,  and  hold  him 
back  from  the  goal  by  whicli  a  few  strides  would  liave  borne  him. 
But  for  the  condemnation  t>f  this  sin,  I  must  tui-n  you  over  to  the 
Tenth  Commandment,  Avhich,- in  its  last  general  clause,  unqueslion- 
ablv  contains  this  special  rule  for  the  pliysician — THOU  SHALT 
NOT  COVET  THY  NEIGHBOR'S  PATIENTS. 

You  can  hardly  cultivate  any  sturdy  root  of  virtue  but  it  will 
bear  the  leaves  "and  flowers  of  some  natural  grace  or  (>ther.  If 
you  ai-e  always  fair  to  your  professional  brethren,  you  will  almost 
of  necessity  encourage  those  habits  of  courtesy  in  your  intercourse 
with  tliem"  wliicli  are  tlie  breathing  organs  and  the  blossoms  of 
the  virtue  from  which  they  spring." 

The  dentist  as  a  citizen  owes  a  duty  to  the  public  which  he  can- 
not evade;  and  as  such  lie  is  jointly  responsible  with  the  other 
citizens   of   the   commuuitv   in    which    he    resides   for   the   mainte- 
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nance  and  perservation  of  law  and  order.  It  is  bis  duty  to  study 
well  our  governmental  affairs  and  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  any- 
thing that  pertains  to  the  up-building  of  our  common  country. 
The  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  and  the  preservation  of  our 
liberty  depend  in  a  large  measure  upon  the  character,  intelligence 
and  patriotism  of  the  citizen.  It  should  be  remembered  at  all  times 
that  "eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty." 

"O  freedom!  thou  are  not  as  poets  dream, 

A  fair  young  girl  with  light  and  delicate  limbs 

And  wavy  tresses  gushing  from  the  cap 

With  which  the  Roman  master  crowned  his  slave, 

When  he  took  off  the  gyves.     A  bearded  man, 

Arm'd  to  the  teeth,  art  thou;  one  mailed  hand 

Gra.sps  the  broad  shield,  and  one  the  sword;  thy  brow, 

Glorious  in  beauty  though  it  be,  is  scarr'd 

With  tokens  of  old  wars ;  thy  massive  limbs 

Are  strong  with  struggling Oh!  not  yet, 

Mayst  thou  unbrace  thy  corselet  ncn-  lay  by 
Thy  sword;  nor  yet,  O  Freedom!  close  thy  lids 
In  slumber;  for  thine  enemy  never  sleeps, 
And  thou  must  watch  and  combat  till  the  day 
Of  the  new  earth  and  heaven.'' 

Devotion  to  one's  country,  veneration  for  the  flag,  due  regard 
for  the  rights  of  others,  and  the  recognition  at  all  times  of  the 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  exemplified  by  our  daily  walk,  con- 
stitute the  key-note  of  the  character  of  the  truly  patriotic  Ameri- 
can citizen.  Without  the  observance  of  these  things,  there  can  be 
no  permanent  success  in  anv  branch  of  human  endeavor. 

I  trust  that  your  proceedings  may  result  in  much  good  to  the 
profession,  and  I  feel  sure  that  as  the  years  roll  by,  your  mem- 
bers will  be  found  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  those  pa- 
triotic American  citizens  wlio  are  endeavoring  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James :  I  move  that  we  extend  to  Judge  Pritcbard  the 
unanimous  thanks  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Dental  Society  for  his 
most  excellent  address. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Betts:     I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion,  upon  beins'  put  to  a  vote  was  unanimously  carried. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Pritcliard :  Gentlemen.  I  appreciate  your  action  ever 
so  much. 

President  Hunt:  If  Di-.  Hughes  is  in  the  audience,  we  will  be 
glad  to  hear  from  him  now. 

Dr.  Hughes:  Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  Just  be- 
fore leaving  Atlanta,  the  Cliairman  of  tlie  Legislative  Committee 
of  the  National  Dental  Association  asked  that  I  present  to  you  a 
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bill  for  the  reoiiianization  of  the  Army  Dental  Corps  and  a  bill; 
for  the  or,aanizatiou  of  the  Naval  Dental  Corps,  in  order  that  yoiu 
miiilit  endorse  these  bills  and  notify  the  Contrressmen  of  this  State 
of  snch  action.  I  will  read  these  bills  to  you.  Tlie  hrst  is  a  bilF 
autlioriziiiii'  the  ajipointnu-nt  of  Dental  Surgeons  in  the  Navy,  aiul 
is  as  follows : 

(Here  reads  bill.) 

Now  the  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  orgaiiize  n  Dental  Corps  in  the 
Navy.  The  other  is  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  Dental 
Cori>s,  and  is  as  follows: 

(Here  reads  bill.) 

Now,  the  purpose  of  this  bill  to  reorganize  a  Dental  Corps  iii 
the  Army  is  to  place  more  men  in  the  army,  and  to  place  the  Den- 
tal Surgeon  (in  exactly  the  saTue  basis  that  the  Medical  Surgeon 
has.  The  other  is  to  put  a  corps  in  the  Navy.  I  ask  you  to  en- 
dorse these  bills  and  notify  your  Congressmen  and  ask  them  to  en- 
dfU'se  it  when  they  come  before  the  Congress. 

President  Hunt:  You  have  heard  the  remarks  made  by  Dr. 
Hughes.     What  action,  if  any,  do  you  desire  to  take? 

Dr.  J.  S.  Spurgeou:  This  is  witlnuit  donl)t  a  very  imi)ortant 
nuittei",  and  I  move  that  we  endorse  these  resolutions. 

Motion  seconded. 

The  motion  upon  being  put  to  a  vote  by  the  President  was 
unanimously  carried. 

Dr.  Hughes:  I  would  ask  that  this  notification  be  not  given  at 
present,  but  early  in  Decend)er.  We  will  forward  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  a  formal  notiticati(ui  to  be  given  to  the  Congress- 
men and  they  will  forward  it  then. 

President  Hunt :  I  declare  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  in 
the  Ball  Room  of  the  Battery  I'aik  Hotel  tomorrow  morning  at 
9  o'clock.  ]  wish  you  would  all  be  on  hand  proni[)tly  as  we  wisli 
to  cover  as  much  ground  as  possible. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  2.yni,  9:00  A.  M. 
ASSEMBLY  HALL. 

President  Hunt:     The  Society  will  please  come  to  order. 
I    think    the   Executive    Commit  lee    lias   a    rei>ort    to    make.     We 
Avill  now  liear  from  them. 

Secretary  Wat  kins:  I  liave  tlie  aiiplications  of  J.  S.  Hoffman, 
and  T.  A.  Haigrove,  which  are  in  due  form  to  be  balloted  upon. 

Presidcnit  Hunt:     We  will  now  vote  on  the  applications  of  Dr. 
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J.  S.  Hoffman  and  Dr.  T.  A.  Hargrove.     I  will  ask  Dr.  Fleming:  to 
act  as  Teller. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  I  have  to  report  that  J.  S.  Hoffman  and 
T.  A.  Hargrove  have  been  unanimously  elected  to  membei'ship  in 
the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society. 

President  Hunt:     Any  Committees  desiring  to  report?  * 

If  there  are  none,  we  will  now  have  tlie  paper,  ''Ascher's  Arti- 
ficial Enamel  and  Cements.''  This  paper  was  prepared  by  Dr.  R. 
O.  Apple.  He  is  not  able  to  be  with  us  and  I  will  ask  Dr.  J.  C. 
Johnson  to  read  the  paper  in  his  stead.  • 

Dr.  J.  C.  J()hnson  here  read  Dr.  Apple's  paper,  as  follows: 

ASCHERS  ARTIFICIAL  ENAMEL  AND  CEMENTS. 

Our  profession  has  been  in  search  for  years  for  a  plastic  filling 
material  that  would  withstand  the  requirements  and  conditions  of 
the  mouth.  Many  have  been  put  upon  the  market  and  some  used 
to  a  great  extent  and  one  especially  to  our  sorrow.  ■  We  are  more 
careful  today  of  the  selection  of  silicate  cements  than  Ave  were 
years  ago  majm-ity  of  dentists  trying  and  experimenting  out  of 
the  mouth  as  well  as  in  the  mouth. 

I  d(»  not  think  that  you  can  get  a  fair  test  of  Asehers  Artificial 
Enamel  with  experiments  out  side  of  the  mouth  and  dentists  who 
have  only  expeiimented  in  this  way  cannot  ascertain  the  true  value 
of  this  material. 

Asehers  Artificial  Enamel,  I  believe,  lias  a  permanent  place  in 
our  practice  and  am  sure  has  come  to  stay.  In  1903  this  material 
was  placed  on  the  market  in  Germany  and  its  consumption  has 
grown  very  rapidly  ever  year  until  now  it  is  impossible  for  the 
manufacturers  to  supply  the  demand  promptly. 

Dr.  Hugli  Ascher,  a  prominent  dentist  of  Berlin,  first  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  perfection  of  a  permanent  plastic  porcelain 
filling  more  than  ten  years  ago  and  after  enlisting  the  co-operation 
of  H.  P.  Steenbock,  the  world  i-enowned  German  Chemist,  they 
have  placed  upon  the  market  this  filling  material. 

For  years  tiiey  toilecl  unceasingly  and  after  a  great  amount  of 
experimental  work  discovered  tliat  tlie  only  ingredient  that  would 
complete  tlie  form  of  a  perfect  silicate  cement,  was  a  compound 
known  as  Beryllium.  In  itself  Beryllium  is  an  absoultely  insol- 
uable  matei-ial  about  twenty-four  per  cent  of  Beryllium  together 
with  about  fifty-four  per  cent  of  silicate  and  small  quantities  of 
aluminum,  lime,  magnesia  and  phosphoric  acid  in  the  powder  of 
Asehers  Artificial  Enamel.  This  combined  witli  the  liquid  manu- 
factured by  these  people  makes  one  of  the  hardest,  plastic  fillings 
we  use. 

If  you  wish  to  accomplish  any  success  with  Asehers  Artificial 
Enamel,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  the  directions  be  followed  close- 
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ly  at  all  times.     Uniform  results  cannot  bo  obtained  unless  tliis  is 
done. 

I  quote  here  tlie  directions  which  are  printed  in  the  book  which 
is  sent  out  by  The  Pinches  Dental  Mfg'.  Co.: 

Prepare  the  cavity  carefully,  having  ample  undercutsand  scjuaro 
luargins  wherever  possible.  Dry  cavity  carefully  with  alcohol. 
Have  your  slab,  spatula  and  all  instruments  scrupulously  clean. 
Give  them  a  tinal  Avashing  with  alcohol.  Discolorations  are  invari- 
ably caused  by  the  incorporation  of  foreign  matter.  This  means, 
dust,  old  cement,  metal  instruments,  etc.  Have  a  slab,  spatula  and 
instruments  for  the  ejcdusve  use  of  Aschers  Artificial  Enamel. 

The  entire  quantity  of  acid  placed  on  the  slub  must  be  used  ui> 
in  the  compounding.  Incorporated  quantity  in  the  powder  which 
in  bulk  appears  fully  as  much  as  a  liquid  on  the  slab,  with  a  light 
rotary  motion  and  witliout  stopping  to  absorb  all  the  particles 
around  the  edge,  then  the  powder  is  added  continuously,  still  using 
only  a  light  motiiui.  Do  not  s]-)read  it  out  any  more  than  possi- 
ble.^ 

When  the  mixture  appeal's  of  a  uniform  consistency,  add  more 
powder  until  the  compound  becomes  so  stitf  that  it  is  difficult  to 
stir  with  the  si)atnla.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  the  umiecessary 
scraping  of  the  slab,  but  mix  the  paste  quickly  by  spreading  it  out 
sliglitly  with  the  flat  side  of  the  spatula,  turning  same  in  the  hand 
so  as  to  use  both  sides  alternately.  More  pressure  may  be  used  at 
this  stage. 

I  also  Avish  to  quote  a  few  remarks  regarding  the  acid  from  tliis 
same  book  and  I  find  from  personal  experience  that  same  cannot 
be  deviated  from  in  any  way. 

"The  liquid  being  a  solution,  changes  its  condition  when  left 
standing  for  some  time,  the  ingredients  forming  successive  layers 
and  should,  therefore,  be  thoroughly  shaken  or  stirred  with  the 
glass  rod  before  using. 

As  the  deposits  of  a  solution  are  always  heavier  on  the  side  walls 
and  increase  in  density  in  the  bottom  layers,  owing  to  their  spe- 
citic  gravity,  the  residue  of  a  bottle  of  the  acid,  which  has  almost 
entirely  been  used  up,  cannot  be  used  for  mixing  the  compound  as 
the  solution  has  become  concentrated.  The  reason  for  this  is,  it 
would  inv(dve  the  danger  of  the  cement  hardening  too  sloAvly  and 
wlien  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  saliva  as  usually  hajjpeus  after 
fifteen  minutes,  Avould  become  mixed  witli  it.  If  a  filling  becomes 
chalky' in  appearance  or  consistency  in  from  two  to  twelve  months 
after  insertion  it  is  only  mi  account  of  premature  exposure,  as 
above  described. 

Very  often  the  liquid  becomes  millcy  or  sediment  forms  in  the 
bottom  of  the  bottles.  Stir  it  up  thoi-ouglily  and  it  will  give  even 
better  satisfaction  tluni  the  cleai'  liquid.  This  condition  is  due  en- 
tirely to  the  climate  changes  but  does  not  effect  the  woi-king  qual- 
ities of  the  liquid  in  the  least. 

If  Aschers  Artificial  Enamel  is  mixed  according  to  the  above  di- 
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reetions  the  operator  will  not  require  the  last  fourth  of  each  bot- 
tle of  liquid.  You  must  throw  this  away  to  be  sure  of  perfect  re- 
sults. This  residue  must  not  be  poured  into  a  fresh  bottle.  The 
liquids  of  any  other  preparation  must  not  be  used  with  this  pow- 
der as  they  are  totally  different." 

To  be  sure  of  perfect  harmony  of  color  with  the  Enamel  of  the 
tooth,  it  is  best  and  preferable  to  always  select  your  shades  be- 
fore placing'  the  rubber  dam  over  the  teeth.  This  can  be  done 
very  easily  with  the  shade  ring  wiiich  has  twelve  porcelain  cylin- 
ders arranged  conveniently  for  comparing-  witli  the  teeth.  It  is 
]>erfectly  all  right  to  prepare  your  cavity  before  jilacing-  the  rub- 
ber dam  over  the  teeth  but  never  try  to  go  further  than  this.  In 
every  instance  tlie  mbber  dam  must  be  used  and  the  cavity 
and  filling  kejit  ]>erfectly  dry  for  at  least  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  oi- 
even  longer  after  the  hlling  has  been  completed.  Tlie  porcelain 
like  nature  of  Aschers  Artificial  Enamel  demands  bulk  for  strength 
and  this  means  that  margins  must  not  be  bedelled  as  for  g-old  fill- 
ings. Because  the  enamel  is  packed  in  as  a  filling',  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  extend  margins  as  required  in  inlay  work  and  being  adhe- 
sive it  sui)i>orts  weakened  walls  ratlier  than  strains  them"  by  its 
insertion,  hence  there  is  a  saving  of  tooth  structure. 

For  example  I  will  explain  the  filling  of  two  cavities  in  the 
a])proximal  surfaces  of  the  central  incLsoi's  the  rubber  dam  being 
in  place  and  shades  taken. 

Take  a  bud  burr  and  excavate  all  of  the  decay  then  take  a  small 
Avlieel  or  a  small  bud  bui'i-  and  run  a  grove  entirely  around  the 
cavity.  The  retention  in  this  case  similar  to  that  as  for  a  non-co- 
hesive gold  hlling.  The  instruments  indicated  being  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  placed  conveniently  on  tlie  bracket  so  you  will  not  be 
detained  a  moment  Avhen  tlie  material  is  ready  "for  insertion. 
Place  your  powder  and  liquid  on  the  slab  about  an  inch  apart  and 
mix  according  to  the  directions  as  read  above.  Scrape  tl\e  mass 
upon  the  spatula  and  place  before  you  on  the  bracket,  divide  this 
in  two  or  more  parts  with  your  instrument  placing  the  hrst  piece 
in  the  cavity  making  it  adhere  to  the  walls,  floor  and  margin,  add 
another  piece  until  the  cavity  is  slightly  flush.  Be  sure  to  bur- 
nish the  margins  while  it  is  setting,  this  will  insure  adhesion 
and  prevent  a  possibility  of  moisture  entering.  Very  often  the 
instruments  Avill  stick  to  the  mass  while  inserting,  especially  if 
too  thin.  By  rubbing  the  instrument  on  a  towel,  dipping  in  talc, 
then  rubbing  on  towel  again  you  will  find  it  will  come"off  very 
readily.  Avoid  building  a  great  excess  as  it  takes  time  and  time  to 
remove  besides  causing  a  great  many  scratches  which  takes  a  lot 
of  burnishing  to  remove.  When  thei'e  is  a  surplus  to  remove,  use 
the  x-ery  finest  cuttle-fish  disks  or  strips.  Do  not  do  this  until  the 
filling  has  been  in  the  cavity  for  thirty  minutes  or  longer.  If  com- 
menced too  soon  you  will  in  a  few  months  find  the  filling  discol- 
ored, in  most  cases  lishter.  If  there  is  an  excess  around  the  mar- 
gin a  very  sharp  knife  blade  instrument  can  be  used  to  cut  this 
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away  before  polishing-.  All  margins  should  be  jierfectly  smooth. 
The'  celluloid  strips  are  quite  necessary  after  the  material  has 
been  placed  in  the  cavity.  Run  the  celluliod  strip  in  the  approx- 
imal  space  and  pull  the  mass  to  the  margins.  If  you  should  tind 
it  sticking  to  the  strip  talc  should  be  placed  over  it.  After  the 
surplus  has  all  been  removed  the  burnishing  with  the  instruments 
and  celluliod  strips  and  disks  will  polish  the  tilling.  When  this  is 
done  I  tind  it  advisable  to  keep  tlie  filling  free  from  moisture  for 
at  least  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  applying  paraphine.  The  fill- 
ing should  be  kept  under  the  paraphine  for  at  least  two  houi's  af- 
ter the  operation. 

In  inserting  the  material  in  very  large  cavities  where  the  ligual 
or  buccal  surfaces  are  involved  or  any  othei'  surface  contouring  is 
'  rerfuired  you  will  find  the  matrix  a  great  benefit  and  time  saver. 
No  metal  matrix  is  suitable.  The  Celluliod  strip  idaced  in  posi- 
tion and  secured,  either  bv  string  or  held  with  your  fingers  is  all 
that  is  necessary.  A  small  rubber  band  is  very  useful  and  can 
very  easily  be  slipped  around  the  tooth  and  matrix. 

Oftentimes  in  finishing  up  the  filling  yon  will  see  where  there 
is  just  a  little  more  material  necessary.  Tliis  will  require  another 
mix,  though  in  cases  Avhere  you  think  tliis  will  occur  it  is  advis- 
able to  have  the  powder  and  liquid  placed  on  the  slab  so  the  mix- 
ing can  be  accomplished  and  the  material  placed  in  the  cavity 
while  it  is  still  moist  and  adhesive. 

Instruments: — It  is  never  advisable  in  anv  case  to  use  metal  in- 
struments for  as  sure  as  this  is  done  your  tilling  will  discolor.  The 
tortoise  shell  is  too  light  for  this  material  when  it  is  a  little  stiff, 
then  too  it  is  hard  to  find  a  handle  that  is  not  too  heavy.  The  best 
instrument  that  I  have  found  is  the  agate  Avhich  you  can  buy  from 
most  any  dental  depot.  I  have  several  instruments  of  my  own 
make  which  were  carved  out  of  tooth  brush  handles.  These  I  find 
of  great  service  and  much  stronger  than  either  the  tortoise  shell 
or  agate. 

I  do  not  believe  tliis  material  sliould  be  used  to  excess  and 
placed  in  cavities  Avhere  it  is  not  indicated.  If  tliis  is  done  you 
will  bring  resret  upon  yourself  and  become  very  much  discouraged 
with  the  material.  If  should  be  limited  to  approximal  services  of 
tlie  tAveiity  anterior  teeth  and  where  there  is  not  too  much  con- 
touring it  can  be  used  Avith  perfect  safety  in  compound  cavities 
of  the  bicuspids  and  molars.  Defective  marains  of  large  gold  fill- 
ings have  been  repaired  sometimes  entirelv  hiding  the  gold  Avhere 
it  shoAved  before  and  Avould  have  been  more  consjiicnous  if  re- 
paired or  refilled  with  gold.  A  jiatient  came  into  my  office  with 
only  a  limited  amount  of  time  Avith  a  central  incisor  facing  brf)ken 
off  a  bridge  the  pins  remaining  in  tact.  I  explained  to  him  that  I 
could  use  Aschers  .Enamel  but  as  it  was  my  first  case  of  this  kind 
could  give  him  no  guarantee  as  to  how  long  it  Avould  stay  in.  1 
saw  the  filling  a  month  ago  and  it  is  as  perfect  today  as  it  Avas 
when  it   Avas  placed  on   the  bridge.     In   rei)airing  gold   croAvns  in 
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tlie  occlusal  surfaces  of  molars  it  is  very  va^luable  and  done  much 
quicker  than  repairiii'^'  with  gold. 

The  best  operatois  of  this  material  will  have  failures  some  times 
^and  the  majority  of  them  will  attribute  it  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance to  some  fault  of  their  manipulation.  I  am  frank  to  say 
that  if  used  with  precaution  anil  according'  to  the  directions  set 
out  by  the  manufacturers,  we  will  find  that  Aschers  Artiticial 
Enamel  is  the  best  jdastic  filling-  material  on  the  market  today 
Avitli  the  exception  of  amalgam.  I  am  using  it  daily  in  my  prac- 
tice and  have  been  for  over  two  years  and  can  report  but  a  few 
failures  and  this  due  to  faulty  manipulation. 

CEMENTS. 

Everyone  should  know  how  to  manipulate  cements  and  the  ma- 
jority have  different  appliances  for  tlieir  insertion,  yet  a  paper 
,ind  discussion  on  this  subject  will  be  a  benefit  to  all. 

Tliere  is  nothing  better  than  a  good  cement  filling  in  its  place 
and  under  certain  conditions  of  the  fluids  of  the  mouth.  It  will 
last  for  years  and  in-eserve  the  tooth.  In  most  cases  the  rubber 
dam  should  be  put  on  in  order  to  keep  the  cavity  perfectly  dry 
during  the  0})eration  and  should  remain  on  for  at  least  ten  or  fif- 
teen minutes  after  polishing  to  give  the  cement  plenty  of  time  to 
harden  before  cbmins'  in  contact  with  the  fluids  of  the  mouth.  Ce- 
ment fillings  ai'e  weakened  when  allowed  to  become  moist  too  soon 
and  this  is  one  reason  so  many  fillings  of  this  kind  disintegrate. 
It  also  causes  tliem  to  change  color.  It  also  causes  disintegration. 
When  ready  to  remove  the  rubbei-  dam,  it  is  advisable  to  put  a 
thin  coat  of  paraphine  over  the  filling  to  protect  it  from  moisture 
Tintil  thoroughly  hardened.  I  am  sure  if  this  is  done  after  every 
operation  when  cement  is  used,  the  life  of  the  filling  would  be 
very  much  longer. 

For  filling  purposes  I  am  partial  to  the  Harvard  Cement,  be- 
cause it  sets  slower.  The  liquid  does  not  contain  quite  as  much 
water,  judging  from  the  fact  that  boiling  the  liquid  for  a  few  min- 
utes makes  it  set  more  slowly  and  harder. 

Basic  Zinc  Cements — The  basii-  cements  employed  in  dentistry 
are  the  oxychlorid  and  the  phosphate.  The  oxysuelfate  should 
also  be  included. 

Tlie  oxychlorid  was  introduced  as  a  dental  filling  material  about 
1850.  Its  apparent  ensolubility,  hardness  and  whiteness  recom- 
mending it  for  tliat  pur]iose.  It  disintegi'ated  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  was  soon  discarded. 

Freshly  mixed,  it  is  very  iri'itating  to  vital  tissues  when  bi'ought 
in  contact:  a])plied  close  to  or  upon  an  exjiosed  jmlp,  will  produce 
transient  or  a  persistent  irritation  or  even  inflamation. 

The  amount  of  zinc  chlorid  pi-esent  largely  governs  the  extent 
of  irritation.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  cement  retains  after  set- 
ting an  antiseptic  power  for  a  greater  or  less  period,   ^^herefore, 
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it  is  desirable  for  use  where  teeth,,  in  which  caries  proceed  to  great 
depths  Avithout  external  evidence  of  tlie  extent  of  invasion.  After 
these  cavities  have  been  partially  excavated  it  is  found  that  fur- 
ther excavation  and  the  removal  of  the  deepest  layers  of  the 
leathery  dentine  which  appears  to  have  retained  sensitivity  Avould 
probably  uncover  the  pulp. 

In  such  cases  the  deepest  lijyer  of  partially  disorganized  dentine 
is  permitted  to  I'emain.  After  using  some  good  antiseptic 
the  cavity  should  be  well  dried  with  bibulous  pai)er  and 
Avarm  air.  Should  the  cavity  be  very  deep,  it  is  advisable  to  pro- 
tect the  pulp  by  interposing  a  film  of  chloropercha  between  the 
oxychlorid  and  the  dentine  over  the  pulp. 

As  a  permanent  root  coral  filling,  statistics  will  show  that  a 
greater  percentage  of  success — Unit  is  fewer  number  of  cases  pre- 
sent subsequent  evidence  of  sepsis,  when  zinc  oxychlorid  has  been 
used;  the  material  is  capable  of  hermetically  sealing  the  apex  and 
is  unchangeable  in  the  conditions  surrounding  it. 

Zinc  Phosphate — Its  legitimate  iield  of  usefulness — and  really 
there  is  no  substitute  for  it — is  in  filling  of  the  greater  portion  of 
extensive  cavities,  which  are  then  filled  with  gold  or  amalgam,  by 
an  or  it  may  be  by  a  partial  crown.     It  is  most  valuable, 

as  the  retaining  medium  of  fixed  bridge  work  and  of  many  forms 
of  artificial  crtnvns.  Before  i)lacing  the  zinc  phosphate  filling  iu 
a  cavity,  it  is  advisable  to  liven  the  latter  with  one  of  the  quick 
drying  etherial  varnishes.  ]u-otecting  the  dental  Avails  from  con- 
tact Avilh  acid  solium  phosphate  Avhich  may  be  present  in  the  ce- 
ment. Wlien  zinc  phospliate  is  placed  in  very  deep  cavities,  there  is 
usually  marked  suffering.  This  can  be  prevented  by  placing  in 
the  cavity  a  softened  disk  of  gutta  percha  over  the  Avall  nearest 
the  pulp. 

Mixing  of  Cement — This  is  an  operation  of  very  great  impor- 
tance, and  is  paid  better  attention.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that 
the  life  of  a  cement  filling  is  governed  by  the  manipulation  while 
mixing.  First  of  all  tlie  cement  slab  should  be  scrupulously 
clean,  then  place  a  drop  or  tAvo  of  fluid  on  one  side  of  the  glass, 
the  amcmnt  of  poAvder  necessary  for  the  operation  is  placed  at  a 
distance  from  the  fluid.  A  portion  of  the  powder  is  drawn  into 
the  liquid  by  means  of  a  stout  si)atula  and  stii-red  with  a  rotary 
movement  until  a  thin  paste  is  made;  another  portion  of  the  poAv- 
der  is  then  added  and  is  slowly  and  thoroughly  incorporated ; 
more  poAvder  is  added  until  the  mass  is  as  thick  as  putty  and 
difficult  to  smear  Avith  the  spatula,  the  mass  is  scraped  together, 
taken  from  the  spatula  and  rolled  betAveen  the  forefinger  and 
thumb,  Avliich  have  been  Avell  scrubbed.  The  mass  is  noAV  kneaded 
then  rolled  into  pellets  i)lacing  them  in  the  cavity  one  at  a  time, 
burnishing  each  pellet  Avith  a  ball  burnisher  Avell  acainst  the  Avails 
of  the  cavity  until  same  is  a  little  flush  of  the  margins.  Cement 
fillinss  should  have  such  .smoothness  that  polishiu"-  is  not  necessary. 
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T^Hieii  necessary  they  should  be  perfectly  dry,  with  the  finest  cuttle- 
fish 'disks. 

Combination  hlling's  of  oxychloid  or  phosphate  in  'deep  cavi- 
ties, where  you  cannot  get  proper  retention  for  amalgam,  cement 
placed  in  the  cavity  and  the  amalgam  worked  into  it  makes  an 
-excellent  combination  and  the  hlling-  generally  stands.  Willi  gold, 
you  work  your  cement  into  tJie  cavity  lining  tlie  walls  as  far  as 
necessary,  after  the  cement  lias  hardened,  get  proper  retention  and 
j)lace  your  gold  in  the  cavity  in  the  usual  way. 

When  anthodontia  appliances  such  as  rings  or  caps  or  pros- 
thetic api)liances,  crinvns  and  bridges  are  to  be  set,  it  is  pref(M-a1)le 
to  use  a  cement  jn-epare*^!  foi'  that  purpose,  altiiough  it  is  tlie  gen» 
•eral  practice  to  use  the  cement  to  wliich  the  operator  is  accus- 
tomed, mixing  it  thinner  than  for  tilling. 

Zinc  Uxysulfate — It  is  bland  and  unirritating  to  exposed  pulps; 
is  a  nou  conductor  and  is  fausly  and  persistently  astougent.  Its 
priiicipal  use  is  as  a  pulp  capping.  A  thin  paste  is  made  in  which 
;i  disk  of  paper  is  dipped  tlien  quickly  and  accurately  laid  upon 
the  area  of  exposure.  When  hard,  which  is  only  a  few  seconds,  a 
drop  of  fresh  skin  paste  is  flowed  over  the  disk. 

President  Hunt:  The  discussion  of  this  paper  will  now  be 
opened  by  Dr.  P.  E.  Horton. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  P.  E.  Horton:  I  hardly  feel  able,  under  the  cii-cumstances. 
to  discuss  the  paper.  I  haven't  read  it  at  all  and  know  but  little 
that  is  in  it.  However,  from  the  caption  as  given  in  the  prO' 
§Tam,  I  see  it  covers  ''Cements  and  Enamels."  I  take  it  that  the 
majority  of  us  are  familiar  with  all  kinds  of  cement,  and,  of 
course,  the  majority  of  us  are  also  familiar  with  Ascher's  Arti- 
ficial Enamel.  That  is,  I  believe  a  more  modern  thing  and  tliere 
is  somelhin*-  to  say  about  it.  I  haven't  been  acquainted  with  it 
for  more  than  two  and  a  half  years,  but  it  has  made  a  most  fa- 
vorable impression  on  me.  It  has,  to  a  great  degree,  revolution- 
ized the  practice  of  dentistry,  in  that  it  has  eliminated  the  need 
of  the  use  of  so  much  gold,  and  will  give  what  I  term  a  permanent 
tilling,  also.  Now,  I  think  Ascher's  Enamel,  if  used  as  directed 
by  the  manufacturers,  will  give  good  results.  I  do  not  believe  i( 
is  good  practice,  in  the  main,  to  ttU  unprotected  cavities, — I  mean 
in  the  teeth  wliere  the  cavities  run  down  to  the  cnttin<>'  edge.  In 
that  the  porcelain  inlay  still  holds  the  held.  As  to  tlie^life%f  the 
enamel  tilling,  our  patients  often  ask  how  long  it  lasts.  I  cannot 
answer  that.  It  is  something  like  our  new  bitulithic  streets.  It 
hasn't  been  used  long  enough  to  say  much  about  its  lonsjevitv. 
From  the  present  use,  it  looks  as  if  it  is  a  good  filling  and  it  is 
being  very  generally  used  now.  No  metal  insti'ument  should  ever 
be  put  on  it,  as  it  causes  discoloration.     I  have  enjoyed  hearing  the 
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paper  which  Di'.  Johnson  read,  but  I  am  very  sorry  that  Dr.  Apple 
eould  not  be  here  himself. 

Dr.  Hughes:  I  would  like  to  say  just  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
this  Ascher's  Enamel.  My  experience,  has  been  for  only  a  short 
while  in  the  use  of  it,  because  it  has  only  been  out  for  a  short 
wliile,  and  I  think  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  conservatism  should 
always  be  prominent.  If  any  of  you  have  ever  used  this  enamel 
filling  as  an  experiment  and  placed  it  in  the  analine  dye  after  it 
has  tlioroughly  crystalized,  and  later  on  taken  it  out  and  found 
that  the  dye  is  underneath  the  tiling,  then  we  begin  to  get  a  little 
shaky.  No  doubt,  you  have  noticed  that  a  little  dark  line  begins 
to  sliow  at  the  margin  after  a  while.  The  manipulation  has  more 
to  do  with  this  than  anything  else.  A  friend  of  mine  in  Atlanta 
used  it  right  much,  but  he  does  not  do  so  now  because  of  the 
discoloration.  Wlien  it  comes  to  the  adliesion,  I  do  not  think  we 
can  depend  on  it  with  this  cement  at  all,  because  if  vou  will  take 
the  slab  and  drop  it  into  a  glass  of  water  you  will  find  that  it 
turns  loose  immediately.  I  believe  that  it  will  do  the  same  thing 
in  the  mouth.  I  do  not  believe  in  placing  it  where  there  is  very 
much  pressure  on  it.     There  are  places  where  it  is  well  to  use  it. 

The  paper  was  well  read  by  Dr.  Johnson  and  well  written  by 
Dr.  Api)le.  A  number  of  thesev  fillings  by  my  friends  and  myself 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  But  the  dark  lines  coming  around 
the  tilling,  and  sometimes  tlie  bleeching  makes  us  a  little  bit  skep- 
tical about  it.  I  don't  know  whether  you  have  had  any  experi- 
ence with  the  enamel  bleecliing.  You  will  say  that  that  comes 
from  the  way  in  which  it  is  mixed.  But  that  is  not  so.  I  placed 
some  of  the  fillings  from  the  fresh  bottles  and  in  two  or  three 
years  had  them  to  get  two  or  thi-ee  shades  lighter.  It  lias  been 
the  dream  of  dentistry  for  ages  to  find  a  lilling  that  will  become 
hardened  after  putting  it  in,  and  which  will  do  away  with  the 
gold  filling,  and  will  perfectly  preserve  the  teeth.  Do  not  become 
over-enthusiastic  over  the  enamel.  It  can  be  used  effectively  in 
many  instances,  but  I  do  not  think  it  should  be  generally  used. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair:  I  hope  tliis  afteinnon  that  I  can  explain  to 
the  Doctor  who  just  left  the  floor  how  to  prevent  this  dark  line 
from  coming  in  the  filling  and  also  to  prevent  this  analine  dye 
from  coming  to  the  margin  of  the  cavity  and  to  keep  the  discol- 
oration from  that  and  other  cavities. 

Dr.  Jones:  Some  of  us  might  not  be  present.  If  it  is  not  an- 
ticipating, he  might  tell  us  what  it  is,  and  we  might  be  glad  to 
be  there  and  see  it. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair:  I  will  explain  that,  Di-.  Jones,  in  demon- 
strating what  I  call  my  cohesive-adhesive  fillinir.  My  brotlier  who 
is  practicing  with  me,  remarked  to  me  that  there  is  no  use  put- 
ting cement  under  Ascher's  Enamel,  but  without  it  you  will  have 
the  dark  line  that  Dr.  Hughes  is  talking  about. 
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"  Dr.  J.  S.  Betts:  I  liave  done  a  little  of  the  Ascher's  Enamel 
work,  and  I  have  noticed  that  it  all  depends  upon  the  mix  upon 
the  slab.  While  I  am  not  here  to  tell  you  how  to  mix  it,  I  am 
here  to  tell  you  that  if  ynu  will  adhere  carefully  to  tlie  directions, 
desirable  results  will  follow.  1  must  say  that  I  didn't  hear  the 
paper  very  well,  and,  therefore,  didn't  enjoy  it  as  much  as  I 
miiiht  otherwise  have. 

just  here,  if  I  am  not  out  of  order,  I  want  to  sound  a  Avarning:. 
Every  young  man  that  comes  into  this  Association  has  more  or 
less  an  ambition,  and  a  laudable  one,  to  some  day  take  a  part  in 
these  proceedings  and  it  is  a  worthy  ambition  to  be  al)le  to  dis- 
cuss a  paper  intelligently,  and  it  is  also  a  worthy  ambition  to  be 
able  to  write  and  read  a  paper  well.  It  is  an  honor  that  this 
Society  places  upon  its  members  to  ask  them  to  write  a  paper  to 
read  to  this  body,  or  to  have  read  in  their  absence.  Not  everyone 
can  read  distinctly  or  intelligently.  I  have  seen,  in  the  experi- 
ence that  I  have  had  in  this  Association,  many  a  valuable  paper 
rendered  abs(dutely  worthless,  not  by  somebody  else  always,  but 
by  the  reader  himself.  I  have  known  many  a  good  paper  with 
good  points  in  it  to  be  lost  just  from  this  cause.  I  do  not  mean  to 
abrogate  to  myself  the  role  of  a  critic,  but  if  every  young  man 
who  writes  a  paper  for  this  Association  would  have  it  well  type- 
written  and  read  it  over,  dozens  of  times,  if  necessary,  before  he 
comes  here,  and  read  it  aloud,  hold  his  head  up  so  that  we  can 
hear  what  he  saj's,  it  would  be  much  better  for  us  and  for  him. 
I  know  one  young  man  wlio  had  a  very  poor  paper,  but  read  it  so 
well  that  it  passed  for  a  gt»od  one.  I  hope  I  have  sounded  a  note 
of  warning  from  which  some  good  will  follow. 

President  Hunt :  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  subject  will  be 
passed. 

The  next  paper,  ''Crown  and  Bridge  "Work,  With  Special  Ref- 
erence to  Cast  Abutments,"  is  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair,  of  Asheville. 
We  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  now. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair  here  read  his  paper,  as  follows: 

CKOWN   AND   BRIDGE   WORK,   WITH   SPECIAL   REFER- 
ENCE TO  CAST  FILLINGS  AND  ABUTMENTS. 

In  practicing  dentistry,  we  are  called  upon  to  use  our  knowledge 
and  skill  to  accomplish  that  whicli  we  have  advised,  in  order  that 
our  patients  may  receive  that  comfort,  health,  and  beauty,  which 
they  seek  at  our  hands.  In  ordei-  to  accomplish  this,  we  must,  of 
course,  know  what  to  advise. 

Experience  that  has  been  stimulated  by  a  number  of  failures 
teaches  us  that  which  is  best.  We  must  know  that  our  work  will 
be  substantial;  we  must  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  our 
work  will  be  a  comfort  to  our  patient,  and  we  must  be  certain  that 
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our  patient  will  be  satistied,  unless  we  know  this,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter left  undone.  Especially  is  this  true  of  crown  and  bridge  work, 
and  this  beiuir  my  suliject,  I  shall  first  tell  how  and  where  1  failed, 
this  I  hope  will  be  protitable  to  those  younger  members  just  start- 
ing in  the  battle. 

There  is  no  bridge  stronger  than  its  weakest  point,  and  almost 
always  I  find  this  point  somewhere  in  connection  with  the  abut- 
ments, the  posterior  abutment  usually.  As  a  rule,  they  tirst 
loosen,  if  it  be  a  gold  crown,  it  cracks  at  or  near  the  attached  por- 
tion. If  the  whole  crown  does  not  loosen,  that  portion  shears  oft', 
leaving  the  bridt;e  resting  on  the  gums.  To  evercorae  this,  where 
the  crown  is  made,  solder  an  extra  half  band  of  plate  gold  at  this 
])oint.  Ill  fitting  gold  ci-owns.  you  will  agree,  are  a  source  of  con- 
tinual irritation,  and  a  great  nuisance  to  our  natients,  as  long  as 
they  remain  in  that  condition;  to  overcome  this,  devitalize  the  pulp 
and  yon  can  projierly  prepare  the  abutment  so  that  the  crown  will 
lit.  Under  all  circumstances,  I  devitalize  the  pulp  in  teeth  used 
as  abutments.  When  you  do  this,  you  lessen  the  possibilities  of 
that  weakest  point. 

In  case  of  a  close  bite — three  teetli  missing,  a  gold  crown  as  pos- 
terior abutment — often  you  will  find  this  crown  loosens  without  any 
apparent  cause.  When  this  crown  is  made  drill  a  hole  through 
the  center  of  the  cusp  one-eighth  of  an  inch  into  the  tooth;  in- 
sert a  heavy  piece  of  iridio-platiuum  wire,  remove  both  and  solder. 
Enlarge  the  onening  into  tlic  tooth.  This  abutment  wlten  cemented 
should  last  indefinitely. 

The  strongest,  most  durable,  and  most  artistic  abutment  is  the 
cast  g(dd  tilling,  its  tiidd.  iiowever,  is  liinittd.  Tliis  method  may 
l^e  used  witli  advantage  in  the  cuspids,  bi-cuspids  and  molars, 
where  the  tooth  is  not  badly  broken  down.  If  you  will  follow  me 
closely  I  will  give  you  my  metliod  of  procedure.  Tlie  methcjd  of 
making  a  cast  filling  for  an  abutment  dift'ers  somewhat  from  that 
of  an  ordinary  filling.  1  devitalize  the  ])ulp.  enlarge  the  canals 
(if  cuspid  or  bi-cuspid).  j)repare  the  cavity  so  as  to  extend  a  dis- 
tance beyond  the  center  of  the  tooth;  this  brings  the  force  of 
mastication  direct  with  the  axis  of  the  tooth  and  not  at  an  angle; 
extend  the  cavity  .so  that  the  portion  of  the  tilling-  that  is  to  be 
soldered  to  is  thick  and  heavy  enough  to  withstand  all  shearing 
force  that  may  be  i>roduced  in  masticating.  Tlie  cavity  being  tlius 
prepared,  I  take  an  ii-irio-platinum  wire,  double  it,  if  a  cuspid,  and 
soldei-  the  wire  togetlier;  if  a  bi-cuspid,  fit  in  both  canals,  when 
possible;  and  if  a  molar,  extend  it  to  the  bottom  of  the  ]Milp  cliam- 
ber.  I  bend  tlie  wire  at  riglit  angles,  one  end  extends  in  tlie  canal 
and  tlie  other  extends  about  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  flush  witli 
the  cavity.  Place  wax  at  the  angle  of  the  wire,  force  into  the 
cavity  and  sliape  as  usual,  allowing  the  wax  to  come  Hush  Avitli  tlie 
cavity.  This  portion  of  the  tilling  will  be  found  useful  in  in- 
vesting and  soldering.     Remove  the  wax  and  make  the  filling  in  the 
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usunl  way.  Place  the  filling  thus  made  in  the  cavity,  ti-im  until  the 
hite  is  perfect. 

While  the  fillins^s  are  thus  in  position,  take  a  plaster  of  Paris 
imju-ession  and  bite,  articulate  them,  properly  grind  and  fit  fac- 
ings, proceed  as  in  ordinary  bridge  work, except  investing  the  bridge 
in  two  parts;  that  is,  invest  one-half  the  facings  with  the  anter- 
ior filling  and  half  with  the  posterioj-  filling.  After  the  solderii^g, 
ie[)lace  each  half  of  the  bridge  in  position,  see  that  the  fillings 
are  in  place;  take  a  plaster  of  Paris  impression  and  trim  the 
imi)ression  so  tluit  tlie  bridge  may  be  removed  with  ease;  invest 
and  solder.  If  this  metliod  is  followed,  the  fillings  should  fit 
perfectly. 

To  explain  why  I  make  two  solderings,  I  will  say  that  I  have 
a  number  of  bridges  which,  when  finislied,  I  could  not  get  to 
proper  place,  the  fillings  would  not  fit.  The  fillings  unless  extra 
large  have  but  little  investment  surface,  therefore,  in  soldering 
they  seem  to  jmll  or  move  slightly  towai<l  the  facing,  and  in  try- 
ing the  finislied  bridge,  it  seems  short,  or  a})pears  to  be  twisted 
slightly.  By  making  two  solderings,  this  is  overcome,  because 
besides  tlie  filling,  a  facing  is  invested,  and  tliis  will  hold  fast,  and 
the  finished  l)ridge  should  fit  ])erfecfly. 

If  in  using  bi-cuspids  that  are  not  very  strong,  and  especially 
tliose  having  two  approximal  cavities,  I  always  shape  the  compound 
cavity  so  there  will  be  no  stress  on  either  of  the  cusps;  that  is, 
the  bite  is  altogether  on  the  filling. 

Cast  fillings  as  abutments  are  not  indicated  in  badly  broken 
down  teeth.  A  gold  crown  for  tlie  molars  in  these  cases,  and  a 
Kichmond  or  Davis  crown  for  bi-cusi>ids  and  anterior  teeth  are 
preferred.  The  advantage  over  the  othei-  abutments  when  you  use 
a  strong  tooth  is  three-fold;  this  tootli,  its  roots  and  every  part 
of  it  can  be  kept  perfectly  clean  and,  polished.  If  the  I'oots 
are  attacked  by  Riggs  disease  yon  have  perfect  access  to  them, 
they  are  the  most  substantial  of  all  abutments,  and  in  after 
years,  upon  examination,  you  will  not  find  a  liole  worn  through 
it  as  you  often  see  in  gold  crowns.  I  find  cast  filling  the  ideal 
abutment  in  cases  Avhere  the  h)wer  incisors  have  been  lost  by 
Kiggs  disease. 

In  cases  Avhere  I  desire  to  cast  the  entire  bridge,  my  method  is 
as  follows:  I  use  a  lieavy  iridio-platinum  wire  and  proceed  as 
before,  except  that  I  let  one  end  extend  one-half  the  distance  of 
tlie  space  to  be  bridged.  I  cast  fillings  first,  place  them  in  posi- 
tion, take  the  bite  and  impression,  articulate  them  properly,  ad- 
just the  facings, — the  wax  on  underneath  surface  does  not  cover 
entire  pins,  that  is  if  the  backing  wax  is  thin.  When  properly  ar- 
ticulated, remove  tlie  facings  witli  a  Avarm  instrument  melting  a 
drop  of  sticky  wax  on  the  end,  close  the  pin  holes  in  wax,  leaving 
a  depression  in  tlie  wax.  When  the  pins  come  out,  invest  and 
cast  the  bridge.  From  the  depression  above  mentioned  drill  lioles 
through  the  gold  for  the  pins  of  the  facings    (tlie  facings  should 
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fit  perfectly)  attach  the  facings  by  soldering  or  by  any  metliod' 
you  may  desire.  In  this  way  I  do  not  clieck  the  facings  and  I 
liave  a  perfect  tit. 

I  usually  set  these  bridges  with  gutta-percha.  I  began  this  by 
setting  bridges  temporarily,  and  when  the  patient  returned  to 
have  Hiem  cemented  I  found  it  difficult  to  remove  them.  I  have 
a  number  set  with  gutta-percha  that  I  have  had  opportunity  to 
examine  and  found  them  to  be  in  perfect  condition.  After  finish- 
ing all  bridges  carrying  facings.  I  drop  the  bridge  in  chloro-perclia 
remove  and  dry.  Repeat  this  once  or  twice  then  polish  the  bridge 
again.  This  tills  all  the  crevices  and  openings,  it  matters  not  how 
small.     I  do  this  to  make  the  bridge  as  sanitary  as  possible. 

The  discussion  of  this  paper  will  be  opened  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Sher- 
rill,  of  Raleigh. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Sherrill:     I  certainly  have  enjoyed  this  paper,  because 
I  guess  I  am  a  crank  on  tlie  subject  of  casting,  especially  when 
it  comes  to  using  bridge  work.     There  are  a  few  things  about  that 
that  I  will  have  to  take  issue  with  Dr.  Sinclair  about,  however. 
He  says  he  don't   put  a  cmwu  on  a   tooth  without  devitalizing  it. 
I  do  not  believe  in  devitalizing  a  tooth  under  any  conditions,  where 
it  is  possible  to  do  without  it.     As  to  making  it  fit  better,  I  be- 
lieve I  can  put  a  crown  on  a  live  tooth  as  Avell  as  on  a  dead  one. 
I  have  never  tried  putting  in  two  sections.     It  seems  to  me  that  is 
simply  taking  up  extra  time.     If  you  have  them  set  right  in  one 
section  they  will  come  out  right  and  they  will  fit.     As  to  the  crown 
giving  way,  of  course,  unless  it  is  soldered,  it  is  going  to  give  way. 
but  by  ftliing  in  gold  around  the  posterior  surface.  I  don't  think 
you  will  liave  any  trouble  there.     It  has  been  a  very  interesting 
paper,  and  as  for  casting.  I  think  you  can  use  casting  to  great  l)eiie- 
fit  in  making  the  hood  abutment,  especially  in  lower  bridges  where 
the  bite  has" plenty  of  room,  by  using  the  dietoric  teeth.     T  do  not 
believe  in  casting' the  gold  on  this  tooth.     Some  jieople  say  it  will 
work,  but  they  will  have  to  show  me.     I  fill  the  undercut  in  the 
dietoric   teeth' Avith    a   little   gutta   percha.    tlien   remove    the    wax, 
take  the  facing  out  and  solder  it  without  i)utting  the  porcelain  in 
the  fire  at  all,  and  if  it  will  hold  in  a  Inidge,  it  ought  to  hold  in 
a  crown  as  well,  if  you  have  a  perfect  cast. 

Dr.  J.  AY.  Stanley:  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Sherrill  a  question 
in  regard  to  the  dietoric  teeth  witli  a  bridge.  He  said  it  would 
hold  as  well  as  a  plate. 

-Dr.   Sherrill:     1  didn't  say  tliat.     I  said   it   would  hold  in   the 
plate  much  better. 

Dr.  Stanley:  With  the  bridge  it  is  steady,  tlicre  is  no  give  to 
it   at   all. 
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Dr.  Sherrill.  We  all  know  that  porcelara  has  a  much  better 
^j;riudiiig  surface  than  gold,  ami  it  makes  a  much  better  looking 
bridge.  I  have  used  it  and  I  have  never  had  one  yet  to  fail. 
I  used  to  burnish  them  and  had  some  failures,  because  it  cannot  be 
done  perfectly.  Since  using  the  casting  machine,  I  have  never 
yet  had  one  to  come  off,  and  if  it  does,  you  can  easily  tit  another 
one  in.  That  is  the  beauty  of  it.  I  have  one  here  which  j-ou  may 
pass  around  and  look  at  it,  if  you  like. 

Dr.  Stanley:  I  would  also  like  to  bring  up  another  phase  of 
the  paper  in  regaixl  to  what  the  doctor  said  about  putting  in  gutta 
l)ercha  and  then  polishing  it.  I  would  like  to  ask,  do  you  cast 
or  solder  the  dummy? 

Dr.  Sinclair:  I  would  say,  even  if  I  ea.st  the  whole  bridge  and 
then  ])ut  my  facings  on  afterwaiVls,  as  described,  of  course  I 
couldn't  get  the  facing  up  against  the  back  perfect.  It  is  im- 
possible. I  mean  if  I  cast  it  separately,  I  take  it  for  gi-anted 
that  it  is  not  absolutely  a  perfect  tit.  There  is  no  harm  in  drojj- 
ping  that  in  the  cement  any  way.  That  keeps  anything  from 
accumulating  in  thei-e. 

Dr.  Hughes:  There  are  just  two  points  that  I  want  to  mention  in 
regard  to  this  paper.  It  seems  questioned  by  some  of  tiie  dis- 
cussion, as  to  the  casting  of  gold  on  porcelain.  I  say  to  you 
that  that  absolutely  can  be  done.  Dr.  Reid,  who  is  to  give  a 
clinic  before  you  this  afternoon  will  show-  you  this  work.  He  will 
nlso  show  you  the  cast  Logan  crown. 

Dr  Sherrill:  I  can  cast  on  the  facing  and  have  done  so.  I 
find  in  the  Richmond  crowns,  that  if  the  tiniest  little  wax  come 
on  the'surface  it  will  check  the  porcelain. 

Dr.  Hughes:  I  say  I  have  never  used  them  in  many  in- 
stances, but  I  have  cast  them  experimentally,  and  the  secret 
in  my  mind,  in  casting  upon  porcelain,  is  this.  You  must 
heat  that  facing  and  the  pins  in  the  facing  up  to  that  point  where 
Avhen  tlie  molten  gold  is  thrown  directly  upon  it  will  not  cause  a  too 
rapid  expansion.  I  also  heat  the  crowns  and  the  facing  up  to  a 
high  heat.  As  to  placing  the  bridges,  that  is  a  question  for 
each  and  every  one  of  you  to  try  for  yourself.  I  want  to  call 
your  attention  to  one  fact  that  ha,s  been  pointed  out  to  me  by 
]n-ofessors  who  have  had  long  experience.  That  is.  in  placing  the 
crown  in  gutta  percha,  tiie  roots  are  often  split.  Experience  tells 
us  that  that  is  the  case.  We  should  be  very  careful  in  using  giitta 
j)erclia.  In  some  respects,  it  is  an  admiralde  material  to  use.  but 
my  partner  called  my  attention  especially  to  the  splitting  of  the 
roots  in  Logan  crowns.  I  think  Dr.  Holland  will  agree  with  me 
that  the  gutta  percha  is  liable  for  that. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  In  regard  to  the  casting  of  the  por- 
celain,  in  removing  the  porcelain,  whether  dietora  teeth   or   not, 
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T  tliiiik  the  Avliole  secret  is  in  liavino:  tlio  tooth  as  hot  as  the  gold. 
I  would  like  to  explain  that  to  Dr.  ISherrill  in  my  clinic  this  after- 
noon. 

Dr.  Sherrill:     I  will  be  very  glad  to  see  it. 

Dr.  A.  II.  Fleming-:  I  haven't  any  gas  in  my  town — that  is, 
illuminating  gas — (laughter),  but  I  have  a  blow  pipe  and  with 
that  you  can  get  even  more  heat  than  with  tlie  gas. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Reid:  I  have  enjoyed  the  paper  very  much.  I  want  to 
say  that  I  have  made  three  or  four  full  bridges  this  year,  and  I 
soldered  one  of  them  in  sections.  If  you  commence  at  one  end  and 
soldered  as  you  go  round,  it  will  tit  every  time. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Belts:  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Sinclair  if  he  always 
devitalizes  a  good  stout  cuspid  on  which  you  could  use  some 
pins.  I  have  s(»me  cases  in  my  praclice  where  the  anterior  abut- 
ment was  a  good  stout  cuspid,  in  which  I  straddled  the  nerve,  and 
I  suppose  it  is  doing  alright  now.  I  haven't  heard  anything 
from  it. 

Dr.  Sinclair:  I  would  like  to  say  that  when  I  [>ut  in  a  bridge, 
I  don't  want  to  see  that  bridge  again,  uidess  it  is  just  to  h>ok  over 
it  and  see  how  it  is.  I  have  had  some  failures,  not  from  tlie 
fact  that  the  nerve  died  in  the  tooth.  It  wasn't  thai.  I  have  seen 
some  work  by  one  of  the  best  dentists  in  the  State,  on  a  lower  bi- 
cuspid, and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  my  method  had  been  used  it 
would  never  have  been  heard  of  again.  And  as  to  investing,  in 
makins'-  two  solderings,  unless  you  have  an  extra  large  filling,  in 
soldering  that  bridge,  I  don't  see  how  in  the  world  you  are  going 
to  keep" that  filling  from  moving  slightly.  You  haven't  enough 
surface  involved  to  hold  it.  I  have  made  one  or  two  bridges  that 
didn't  go  on  to  suit  me,  and  that  is  why  I  solder  in  sections. 

President  Hunt:  The  subject,  witliout  objection,  will  be  jiassed. 
The  treasurer  has  an  announcement  to  make.  We  will  hear  from 
him. 

Treasurer  Norris :  The  following  men  have  joined  the  Society 
and  have  given  no  address.  I  wU  read  their  names.  I  will  be 
glad  l(>  have  llie  addresses  of  these  gentlemen. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  The  Executive  Conmiiltee  wants  to  make  the 
following  report : 

(Here  i-eads  the  ap})licati(iu  of  Daisy  McUuire,  which  has  been 
a])proved  by  the  P'xeculive  Committee.) 

1  slate  that  we  are  very  glad  to  pass  upon  this  application.  This 
is  the  first  lady  that  has  ever  made  aiii)lication  to  the  Noilli  Car- 
olina Dental  Society,  and  I  hope  you  will  all  elect  her  unanimously, 
when  the  time  comes. 

President  Hunt :     If  there  is  no  objection,  I  would  like  to  call 
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for  tlio  report  of  our  Committee  on  Ethics  at  this  time.     I  iinder- 
Mtaiul  the  Coinmiltee  is  ready  to  report  in  full  now. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Ware,  of  Shelby:  The  Committee  appointed  on  Eth- 
ics, beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  I  have  a  letter  here  Avhich  I  would  like  to 
turn  over  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics,  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee passes  upon  it. 

President  Hunt:  That  is  the  jiroper  mode  of  proceedure.  Dr. 
Ware,  we  will  not  acceitt  your  i-eport  now,  so  you  can  add  liiis  mat- 
ter to  it  and  we  will  give  you  an  ojjportunity  to  report  again 
later. 

I  would  like  to  ask  if  Dr.  Wyche  has  a  report  to  make  from  the 
Orplianage  Committee. 

Dr.  AVyche :  I  don't  know  who  are  the  other  members  of  that 
Committee. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  I  have  in  tlie  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
at  High  Point  the  creation  of  this  Committee,  and  it  is  my  recol- 
lection, in  fact,  I  am  f|uite  sure  that  Dr.  Wyche  is  the  Chairman, 
althougli  I  do  not  recall  the  other  members  of  the  Committee. 

Dr.  Wyche :  I  have  only  to  report  that  Dr.  Arthur  Fleming 
spent  three  and  a  half  days  at  the  Oxford  Orphanage  Asylum 
and  operated  for  114  children,  extracted  93  teeth,  put  in  61  fillings, 
treated  27  cases,  cleaned  teeth  for  78  children. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:  I  neglected  to  say,  in  giving  those  iigures  to 
Dr.  Wyche,  that  I  would  like  to  have  embodied  in  that  report  that 
the  Ascher's  Artificial  Enamel  used  at  that  time  was  kindly  do- 
nated by  the  Fincher's  Dental  Manufacturing  Co.  There  is  no 
expense  attached  to  it. 

Dr.  Wyche:  That  was  very  generous  on  Dr.  Fleming's  part,  and 
1  move  that  we  give  him  a  vote  of  thanks  for  it. 

Motion  secontled,  put  before  the  Convention  and  unanimously 
carried. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  I  move  that  we  take  a  recess  for  one  minute, 
so  that  we  can  vote  on  these  applications  for  membership,  and 
give  the  members  who  have  not  done  so  an  opportunity  to  sign 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Society. 

President  Hunt:  We  will  adjourn  for  one  minute  in  order  to 
attend  to  this  business. 

********* 

President  Hunt :     We  will  now  come  to  order. 

We  are  now  voting  on  the  application  of  Dr.  Daisy  McGuire. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  want  to  say  that  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
vote  on  this  application.     As  you  all  know,  the  soothing  and  re- 
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fininif  influence  of  woman  in  this  society  lias  never  been  realized^ 
ami  while  I  think  we  are  a  pretty  decent"  lot  of  fellows,  still  li 
look  forward  to  the  addition  of  this  young  woman  as  being  of 
great  service,  not  oidy  to  dentistry,  but  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
North  Carolina  Dental  Assoeaition.     (Applause.) 

President  Hunt.     I  will  ask  Dr.  Arthur  Fleming  to  act  as  teller. 

Dr.  Fleming:  I  have  to  report  that  Dr.  Daisy  MeGuire  is  unan- 
imously elected  a  member  of  the  Society. 

The  following  applications  were  voted  on  and  unanimously  electe- 
ed  to  membership :     Dr.  Samuel  L.  Long,  Dr.  J.  S.  Hoffman. 

Dr.  V,  E.  Turner;  With  the  consent  of  the  Association,  I  would 
like  now  to  make  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  President's 
Address.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I  would  ask  Dr.  Fleming  tO' 
read  the  report. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming  here  read  the  report  as  follows: 
REPORT  ON  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  President's  Address: 
make  the  following  report: 

Tlie  mention  made  of  the  important  Avork  accomplished  in  sup- 
l^ression  of  the  violation  of  the  Dental  Law  is  a  matter  of  gratifica- 
tion to  us  all  and  we  heartily  endorse  his  reconnnendation  of  the 
increase  in  the  dues  of  the  active  members  in  order  to  meet  the 
great  expense  involved. 

Referring  to  tlie  repeal  of  the  License  Tax  we  feel  that  if  that 
is  done  we  Avould  be  subjected  to  a  more  burdensome  municipal 
tax  from  which  we  ai-e  now  exempt. 

We  heartily  recommend  such  cliange  in  our  By-Laws  as  will 
make  possible  tlie  appointment  of  an  Auditing  Committee. 

We  recommend  that  the  actual  expenses  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee shall  be  paid  for  one  meeting,  at  some  central  point,  at 
wliich meeting  the  committees  shall  be  assigned  and  the  programme 
arranged. 

As  to  Legislation — In  as  much  as  a  new  Legislature  will  not 
convene  before  our  next  annual  meeting  we  recommend  that  the 
a))]ii)intment  of  a  Legislative  Committee  shall  be  postpond  till  tliat 
meeting. 

We  lieartily  endorse  any  and  all  efforts  made  to  increase  our 
membership  by  the  addition  of  all  ethical  men. 

Referring  to  the  suggestions  that  the  State  Board  should  again 
become  a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Dental  Examining 
Boards,  and  the  question  of  Interchange  of  Dental  License,  it  is  a 
ratlier  difTicult  question  for  this  committee  to  consider,  and  we  rec- 
ommend that  these  matters  be  fiillv  discussed  before  the  full  So- 
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ciety,   and   that   such   action  be  taken   as   seems  best   for  our  in- 
terests. 

Tlie  suggestion  to  increase  our  dues,  in  order  to  be  complied 
with,  would  require  an  amendment  to  our  Constitution,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  for  the  amendment  to  lie  over  for  a  year  be- 
fore being  acted  upon.  We  recommend  that  that  course  be  pur- 
sued. 

We  find  tlie  whole  address  full  of  matter  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, and  advise  its  careful  study  by  every  thinking  member. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

V.  E.  TURNER. 

J.  W.  STANLEY, 

J.  MARTIN'FLEMING. 

Committee. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  want  to  go  into  one  point,  in  regard  to  your 
having  a  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  various  professions  of 
the  State  to  get  relief  from  the  special  tax.  It  is  a  law  that  if  we 
do  not  pay  a  special  tax  to  the  State  we  have  to  pay  a  special  tax 
to  municipal  governments,  and  sometimes  that  tax  is  greater  than 
the  tax  charged  by  the  State.  Consequently,  I  think  it  better  to 
bear  the  ills  w-e  have  tlian  to  risk  bearing  ills  unknown.  The  com- 
mittee thought  we  might  lose  money  by  making  a  change. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron:  I  think  there  is  a  provision  in  that  which 
says  that  we  shall  not  be  subject  to  a  municipal  tax,  and  if  that 
wei-e  repealed  I  do  not  think  it  would  necessarily  carry  with  it  this 
condition  of  subjecting  us  to  a  municipal  tax,  unless  there  was  a 
special  act  of  the  Legislature  to  that  effect.  We  might  get  rid  of 
both. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  beg  pardon,  but  municipal  governments  have 
power  to  name  their  own  taxation.  I  know  in  Raleigh  we  are  exempt 
from  municipal  taxation  if  we  pay  the  State  tax.  The  municipal 
governments  do  not  refer  their  laws  to  the  legislature,  therefore, 
I  think  it  might  be  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  the  State  tax. 

Dr.  Dameron:  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  Legislature  had  the 
power  in  this  case  to  take  the  authority  from  the  municipal  gov- 
ernments, it  could  do  it  in  other  cases. 

Dr.  Turner:  If  you  will  pardon  me,  I  will  rise  to  say  that  that 
has  been  our  experience  up  to  the  present.  We  are  exempt  fi'om 
the  municipal  tax  on  account  of  the  State  tax  which  we  pay.  If 
that  tax  is  repealed,  then  the  municipal  government  has  a  right 
to  tax  us  what  it  pleases. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:  I  agree  with  Dr.  Dameron.  I  don't  see 
how  the  legislature  can  e.xempt  a  town  from  taxation.  If  they  can 
do  that  with  reference  to  the  jury,  they  can  do  it  with  reference 
to  the  license  tax.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  refer  the  matter  to 
a  committee  and  have  it  looked  into  thoroughly. 
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Dr.  J.  S.  Spurg-eon:  I  don't  know  that  I  can  elucidate  the  mat- 
ter much,  but  I  want  to  say  that  before  this  present  law  was  passed 
I  was  paying  $10  municipal  tax,  and  then  this  State  law  was 
passed,  making  the  State  tax  $.').00,  so  I  say  the  only  thing  in  the 
world  for  ns  to  do  is  to  let  it  alone,  lest  our  last  state  be  worse 
than  the  tirst. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  I  have  a  copy  of  that  act  here.  If  we 
could  get  a  part  of  it  repealed  and  leave  this  part  it  wuuld  be  all 
right. 

Dr.  Davis:  If  I  understand  the  matter  right  that  law  was  form- 
ed bv  the  best  lawyers  in  the  State,  and  those  who  revised  our 
Constitution,  or  rather  our  Code,— and  I  take  it  the  lawyers  were 
thinking  of  themselves  when  they  did  it,  and  just  put  us  in  their 
class.     So  I  think  we  are  all  right  as  we  are. 

Dr.  Cole:  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  dentists  are  exempt  from 
jury  service? 

A  Member:     Yes,  sir. 

Dr.  Wheeler:  I  would  like  to  say,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Cole,  tliat  one 
of  the  best  lawyers  in  Greensboro  told  me  not  long  ago  that  we 
were  not  exempt.  It  is  simply  by  the  good  will  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners if  they  get  off,  for  they  are  not  exempt  by  law. 

Dr.  Turner:  T  want  to  state  that  the  gentleman  is  behind  the 
times.  I  think  the  lawyer  is  behind  the  times  as  well  as  he  is. 
There  has  been  a  recent  act  which  pronounces  us  exempt  from  jury 
service.     They  put  us  in  the  class  with  physicians. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  I  had  occasion  to  look  up  that  law  some 
time  ago,  and  it  is  put  down  in  our  code  wrong.  It  is  section  321 
of  the  laws  of  1907,  and  I  had  a  lawyer  looking  for  it  for  two  days. 
Finally  Attorney  (leneral  Bickett  found  it,  and  it  is  down  in  the 
Code  wrong.     It  should  be  changed. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
adopted. 

Motion  seconded. 

President  Hunt:     Any  discussion  of  the  motion? 
Dr.  Norris:     Does  that  indudt'  the  amendment  to     the     Consti- 
tution '? 

Dr.  Turner:     Yes,  sir. 

Dr.  Turner:  We  have  made  tiiis  repoi-t  in  writing  and  have  sub- 
sequentlv  stated  that  the  increase  of  dues  necessitated  a  change  in 
the  Constitution,  and  this  would  have  to  go  over  for  a  year.  We 
make  the  report  and  the  report  carries  with  it  the  notice  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution. 

Dr.  Jones:     I  beg  to  disagree  with  Dr.  Turner.     It  seems  to  me 
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that  this  ameiulraeiit  ^vill  have  to  be  introduced  separately  from 
any  report  of  that  kind.  We  endorse  the  report  if  we  see  fit  to 
do  so.  but  any  amendment  to  our  Constitution  should  be  -wi-itten 
and  allowed  to  lie  over  to  the  next  meeting,  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  report. 

President  Hunt:  As  I  understand,  the  adoption  of  this  report 
authorizes  us  to  place  the  amendment  before  the  Society. 

Dr.  Turner:  The  report  simply  makes  certain  suggestions  upon 
other  lines.  We  can  adopt  this  report  and  at  the  same  time  give 
notice  that  the  resolution  to  change  the  Constitution  lie  over  for 
the  usual  time.  The  adoption  of  the  report  does  not  adopt  the 
amendment,  but  it  gives  nt)tice  that  the  amendment  is  proposed  and 
can  be  voted  on  at  our  next  meeting. 

President  Hunt :  Is  there  any  objection  to  giving  this  interpre- 
tation to  the  report  *? 

Dr.  Fleming:  The  Constitution  requires  that  it  shall  be  in  writ- 
ing. It  doesn't  say  that  it  shall  be  attached  to  the  report.  I 
think  Dr.  Turner  has  the  proper  vieAv  of  it. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:     Read  the  law,  Mr.  President. 

President  Hunt  here  reads  the  law. 

Dr.  Fleming:     I  understand  that  it  has  been  made  in  writintr. 

''Question!".    "Question!" 

The  question,  upon  being  put  to  a  vote,  was  unanimously  car- 
ried. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  The  Executive  Committee  recommend  that  we 
adjourn  until  this  afternoon  at  5  o'clock,  as.  through  the  kindness 
of  our  President,  we  have  been  accorded  tlie  privilege  of  visiting 
the  Biltmore  Estate  from  12  until  2.  At  2  o'clock  we  will  have 
the  clinics  here  in  the  hall. 

Dr.  V.  E.  Turner:  I  would  like  tr)  say  that  the  Sociey  is  deeply 
indebted  to  you.  Mr.  President,  for  securing  this  privilege  of  vis- 
iting the  estate  for  us. 

Dr.  J.  X.  Johnson:  A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Dental  Exam- 
iners has  been  called  for  12  o'clock.  If  they  wish  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  trip  we  would  be  glad  to  consult  with  them  and  ap- 
point some  other  time  for  the  meeting. 

President  Hunt:  Before  adjourning,  I  would  like  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  audit  the  treasurer's  books  as  follows:  Dr.  D.  K. 
Lockhart.  Dr.  R.  M.  :\rorrow  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Banks. 

Dr.  Morrow:  I  would  like  to  be  excused  from  that  Committee 
as  I  have  so  much  otlier  business  to  attend  to  that  I  will  not  have 
tlie  time  to  give  it.     I  am  sorry. 
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President  Hunt :  In  that  event,  I  will  ask  Dr.  Stanley  to  act 
in  yonr  stead. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:  I  would  like  to  say  that  there  is  a  move- 
ment on  foot  in  this  country  and  abroad  to  erect  some  kind  of  me- 
morial to  tlie  late  Dr.  W.  H.  Miller  of  Berlin,  who  is  an  Ameri- 
can. Germany  has  given  us  a  substantial  contribution.  Tlie  sen- 
timent is  that  it  sliall  be  in  the  form  of  a  fund  to  continue  Dr. 
Miller's  research.  Without  an  exception,  Dr.  Miller  has  done  for 
dentistry  more  than  any  other  man  who  has  over  lived,  and  I  think 
it  is  very  fitting  that  this  Society  should  do  something  in  a  sub- 
stantial way. 

Secretary  Watkins:  There  is  quite  a  lot  of  literature  in  regard 
to  the  matter  tliat  ought  to  be  brought  before  us.  If  it  could  be 
read  here  I  think  it  would  be  better. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:     A  motion  to  adjourn  is  before  the  house. 

President  Hunt:  The  meeting  is  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  25,  1909,  5  O'CLOCK. 
ASSEMBLY  HALL. 

President  Hunt :  The  meeting  will  please  come  to  order.  The 
Executive  Committee  has  a  rejjort  to  make. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  We  have  to  report  tlie  following  applications 
for  membership  into  the  Society:  Dr.  Culbert  L.  Roberts  and  Dr. 
H.  H.  Carson. 

Secretary  AYatkins :     I  move  we  adjourn  for  ten  seconds. 
Motion  seconded,  put  to  a  vote  and  unanimously  carried. 

President  Hunt:  Please  come  to  order.  We  will  now  vote  on 
the  applications  of  Dr.  Carson  and  Dr.  C.  L.  Roberts.  I  appoint 
Dr.  Squires  to  act  as  tellei-,  in  Dr.  Fleming's  absence. 

Dr.  Squires:  I  beg  to  report  that  Dr.  Carson  and  Dr.  Roberts 
are  duly  elected  members  of  the  North  Cai-cdina  Dental  Society. 

President  Hunt:  We  Avill  now  listen  to  tlie  paper  of  Dr.  W.  T. 
Smith,  of  Wilmington,  ''Some  Suggestions  for  Accelerating  Den- 
tal Operations." 

Dr.  Smith  here  read  his  paper,  as  follows : 

SOME    SUGGESTIONS    FOR    ACCELERATING    DENTAL 

OPERATIONS. 

When  we  considei-  tliat  our  earnings  are  measured  by  just  what 
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we  can  do  with  our  two  hands,  it  behooves  us  to  provide  every 
means  possible  to  expedite  our  operations,  and  not  for  this  alone, 
but  for  the  welfare  of  the  patient,  that  he  may  be  dismissed  as 
■early  as  possible.  Each  of  us  may  adopt  time-saving  habits,  as 
our  pei'sonalities  may  suggest.  I  will  mention  a  few  thoughts 
that  have  come  to  me  in  practice: 

First.  Meet  your  patients  in  a  manner  that  will  drive  out  over- 
stimulated  ap]irehension  of  the  cruel  torture  tliat  they  expect  to 
receive  at  your  hands,  and  then  proceed  to  properly  adjust  the 
chair  to  the  patient's  comfort,  at  the  same  time  adjusting  it  so 
that  your  work  will  be  easily  accessible — (so  many  times  I  have 
felt  very  awkward  and  hindered  in  every  possible  way,  only  to 
iind  that  my  patient  and  chair  were  not  properly  adjusted).  1 
have  found  that  in  operations  on  the  anterior  teeth,  the  rubber 
dam  is  not  a  hindrance  if  properly  adjusted.  The  best  way  to 
apjily  this,  even  if  the  operation  is  between  the  two  centrals,  is 
to  place  the  dam  on  all  four  anterior  teeth.  This  prevents  the 
ilam  from  wrinkling  in  your  way,  thus  giving  you  a  clear  field  for 
operation. 

On  the  postei-ior  teeth,  if  necessary  to  apply  the  dam,  the  Hare 
mouth  proj)  and  mii'ror  can  be  used  to  a  great  advantage  to  open 
nn  and  illuminate  the  field  of  operation.  By  the  use  of  the  Ivory 
Matrix  retainer,  cavities  on  the  proximal  surfaces  of  posterior 
leeth  may  be  tilled  either  Avith  gold  or  plastic  filling  and  need  not 
be  separated  in  oider  to  polish  between  them,  as  the  matrix  leaves 
a  smooth  surface  on  filling,  after  being  removed. 

Separators  are  nearly  always  in  the  way,  and  are  very  ]>ainful  to 
adjust.  If  one  must  be  used,  in  most  cases  it  can  be  discarded 
after  the  teeth  have  been  separated,  by  placing  a  short  pin  of 
some  resisting  substance  between  the  teeth  so  that  they  will  not 
come  together  until  the  pin  is  removed. 

We  should  make  the  selection  of  instruments  a  very  careful 
study,  not  using  an  instrument  simply  because  you  have  it,  but 
in  making  your  selection,  select  only  those  which  yon  know  you 
need.  The  fewer  instruments  to  whicli  my  hand  becomes  accus- 
tomed, the  more  rapidly  I  can  work.  When  we  change  instru- 
ments, we  not  only  lose  time  in  the  change,  (even  if  they  are  con- 
veniently at  hand),  but  it  is  not  immediately  that  the  hand  be- 
comes accustomed  to  the  instrument ;  and  again,  the  patient  is  al- 
ways expecting  tlie  next  instrument  to  hurt  worse.  Sharp  instm- 
ments  will  enable  us  to  operate  with  a  minimum  consumption  of 
time  and  with  least  pain  to  the  patient. 

One  of  the  most  impoi'tant  things  is  to  have  a  place  for  each  in- 
strument and  to  keep  it  in  its  place.  By  doing  this,  we  need  not 
tax  our  mind  to  find  what  we  want,  but  our  hand  will  involun- 
tarily find  if.  Such  instruments  as  by  their  shape  caiTy  the 
thought  of  pain  should  not  be  displayed  upon  the  bracket.  For 
instance,  the  hypodermic  needle  does  not  hurt  nearly  so  much  if 


102  PROCEf:DINGS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

the  patient  does  not  see  the  point,  or  the  huicet  never  goes  so  deep 
if  he  doesn't  see  tlie  length. 

With  extremely  nervous  patients,  when  a  painful  operation  is  to 
be  performed,  general  anaesthesia  can  be  used  to  great  advantage. 
I  have  in  a  few  minutes  prei)ared  teeth  to  extract  pulps,  extracted 
the  i>ulp  and  several  teeth  while  the  patient  was  anaesthetised, 
which  oixM-ations  would  otherwise  luive  taken  me  hours.  I  use 
nitrous  oxide  with  the  Clark  aparatus,  with  nasal  cones,  as  an- 
.aesthesia  can  be  so  easly  prolonged  with  this  apparatus. 

Pressure  anaesthesia  by  tlie  use  of  cocain  in  the  extraction  of 
pulp  is  a  time  and  pain-saver.  Pulp  capping  is  a  time-saver  as 
well  as  a  tooth-saver.  Gold  cast  crowns,  abutments  and  fillings, 
and  artificial  enamel,  are  the  greatest  time-savers  on  record. 

President  Hunt :  The  discussion  of  this  paper  will  be  opened 
by  Dr.  Spurgeon. 

DISCUSSION. 

Di-.  J.  S.  Spurgeon:  That  paper  has  offered  some  very  valuable 
suggestions.  I  was  only  sorry  that  Dr.  Smith  did  not  go  a  little 
|:"urther  in  the  subject.  He  only  mentioned  the  cast  crown,  abut- 
ments, etc.  I  would  like  to  emphasize  one  tiling  that  lie  suggests 
there,  and  that  is  the  use  of  cocaine  for  devitalizing  the  pulp  at 
the  same  sitting.  It  not  only  saves  time,  but  it  saves  teeth.  I 
think  since  we  have  quit  treating  teeth  so  much  we  g:t'i  better  re- 
sults in  the  filling  of  teelli.  Tliere  is  one  point,  however,  that  I 
wish  to  disagree  with  him  on.  That  was  pretty  well  discussed 
yesterday,  and  that  is  in  regai'd  to  separators.  Dr.  Smith  says 
that  they  are  usually  painful  and  in  the  way.  My  experience  with 
separators,  and  esjjecially  with  Perry's  separator  and  the  ivory,  is 
that  if  you  will  apply  the  pressure  slowly,  and  as  Dr.  Holland  says, 
you  will  not  have  to  cause  much  jiaiii.  You  do  not  expect  to  make 
much  s|)ace  witli  the  separator.  If  you  have  to  get  a  large  space, 
make  it  with  your  cotton  or  orange  wood  stick,  or  something  of 
that  kind.  Then  api)ly  the  separator  gently,  and  if  it  fits  it  is 
]-eally  an  assistant,  because  it  keeps  the  dam  and  the  cheek  out 
of  the  way  of  your  work.  I  think  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
disposing  of  insti-uments  is  very  good  and  wish  to  relate  an  in- 
stance of  that  kind  that  occurred  in  my  office  several  years  ago.  1 
was  endeavoring  to  remove  the  nei-ve. .  The  pulj)  was  all  out  but 
a  very  little  tender  spot,  and  about  the  time  I  started  to  get  that 
out  the  girl  for  wliom  I  was  woi'king  saAv  the  burr  and  that  settled 
tlic  matter.  I  had  to  do  a  lot  of  coaxing  before  she  would  let  me 
])roce('d  with  the  operation.  If  she  had  not  seen  tlie  instrument,  it 
would  have  been  all  right. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Squires:  1  iiuju-cciate  (liis  ))a])er  of  Dr.  Smith's,  and 
I  want  to  thank   him  especially  for  one  suggestion.     There  are  a 
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number  of  other  o-ood  ones,  but  I  will  only  mention  this  one.  I 
have  foiuul  myself  hampered  several  times  in  operating-  by  finding 
my  separator  in  my  way,  and  this  suggestion  of  opening  the  teeth 
with  the  separator,  and  placing  between  the  teeth  after  they  are 
opened  a  i)in  of  some  kind.  Now  I  have  been  using  a  wedge  of 
orange  wood,  cut  short,  which  would  not  be  in  the  way,  but  1  find 
that  the  pressure  will  bring  the  teeth  back  together.  The  orange 
wood  mashed  togetlier  and  I  haven't  the  necessary  separation. 
By  having  a  pin  of  resistance,  something  like  brass  or  copper  it 
holds  just  like  you  have  it. 

Dr.  Richardson:  I  want  to  speak  a  word  in  behalf  of  tlie  sep- 
arator. I  believe  it  is  always  better  to  use  a  sepai-ator  tiian  to 
use  rubber  or  cotton.  1  have  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  with 
the  separator,  and  I  have  invariably  asked  my  patients  if  that  hnrt 
as  bad  as  the  rubber  or  cotton,  and  they  said  "No." 

Dr.  J  .W.  Stanley:  In  regard  to  the  separator,  there  are  some 
that  are  very  much  in  the  way,  especially  the  Ivoi-y,  but  if  you 
will  nse  the  Perry,  you  will  find  that  it  is  not  in  the  way,  and  as 
Dr.  Spurgeon  has  said,  "The  Perry  is  it."  It  holds  the  rubl)er 
out  of  the  way  and  thei-e  is  no  danger  of  cracking  the  enamel. 
And  then  it  is  so  much  less  painful.  1  have  had  rubber  between  my 
teeth  and,  I  give  you  my  word,  I  could  not  eat  on  that  side  for  a 
week.  I  have  had  the  Perry  separator  and  it  didn't  hurt  in  an 
hour's  time.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  far  superior  to  anything  on  the 
market  in  the  separator  line. 

Dr.  L.  J.  Reid:  I  think  if  we  would  use  a  little  patience  and 
begin  to  work  on  the  line  of  leaving  out  the  separator  altogether, 
that  we  can,  after  a  while,  get  skilful  enough  to  work  without  the 
separator.  I  find  tliat  where  I  used  to  have  to  use  the  separator 
for  every  cavity,  now  I  use  it  for  only  about  half  as  many  as  I 
did.  I  tind  it  nearly  always  in  the  way.  As  someone  has  already 
suggested,  separate  with  the  separator,  place  the  pin  between  the 
teeth  and  remove  the  separator,  and  you  will  find  that  you  get 
along  much  better.  And  if  we  can  get  along  without  the  separator 
we  will  get  very  much  better  results.  There  is  an  absence  of  in- 
Hamation,  and  I  don't  think  so  many  dead  nerves.  And  the  cot- 
ton and  rubber  was  spoken  about.  I  like  to  use  the  Golden  Rule 
so  far  as  I  can,  and  I  don't  want  to  do  to  the  other  fellow  Avliat 
I  don't  want  done  to  me.  And  of  all  the  things  in  the  world  that 
I  don't  want  it  is  rubber  or  cotton  between  my  teeth. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Eubank:  I  would  like  to  commend  a  point  that  Dr. 
Smith  made  with  reference  to  the  sharp  instrument.  There  is 
nothing  that  will  reduce  a  pain  like  a  sharp  instrument.  It  re- 
duces it  fifty  per  cent.     I  think  that  a  good  point. 

President  Hunt:  If  there  is  no  further  discussion,  I  will  ask 
Dr.  Smith  to  close  it. 
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Dr.  Smith :     I  have  nothing  to  say  except  that  I  thank  the  gen- 
tlemen for  tlieir  conh^ideration. 

President  Hunt:     We  will  now  take  up  Dr.  0.  J.  Bender's  paper^ 
"The  Dentist  and  His  Patients." 

Secretary  Watkins  here  read  the  paper  Avritten  by  Dr.  Bender, 
he  being  absent. 


'o 


THE  DENTIST  AND  HIS  PATIENTS. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies,  Gentlemen  and    Fellow    Members    of    The 
North  Carolina  Dental  Association : 

I  now  with  a  degree  of  timidity  offer  to  this  Honorable  Body  a 
paper  on  the  duty  of  dentists  to  patients. 

It  is  our  duty  as  dentists  always  to  appear  in  our  otRoes  in  the 
most  courteous^  gentle  and  pleasing  manner  possible;  never  meet 
a  patient  with  a  frown  on  your  countenance,  for  as  a  rule  when 
patients  call  at  3'our  office  they  have  troubles  enough  of  their  own, 
and  a  frown  upon  your  countenance  would  only  add  fuel  to  a 
burning  flame  and  lead  to  an  investigation  within  their  own  miiuls, 
— "Why  should  this  be,  is  it  that  my  troubles  are  so  great  that  he 
fears  them,  or  is  it  that  the  case  is  one  that  he  doesn't  under- 
stand f" 

Always  meet  your  patients  with  a  kind  word  and  welcome  smile, 
never  appear  in  your  office  until  your  hands  are  perfectly  clean  and 
the  fumes  of  your  cigar,  pipe,  cigarette,  etc.,  are  entirely  off  your 
breath. 

Ahvays  have  your  office  in  as  nice,  clean  and  tidy  condition  as 
]»ossible  when  you  leave  it ;  but  in  the  event  of  you  not  having  time 
to  clean  up  your  instruments  and  dust  out 'your  office  you  Irad  bet- 
ter close  the  door,  for  I  now  have  in  my  mind  a  young  lady  who 
reported  to  me  that  she  had  some  work  she  would  like  me  do  for 
her,  she  being  from  a  distance  I  asked  why  she  didn't  have  Dr. 
B  do  her  work,  and  here  is  her  answer:  she  said  that  she  went  u)> 
to  his  office  intending  to  have  him  do  her  work,  but  found  him  out 
and  in  looking  around  found  things  in  such  a  dirty,  (and  using  her 
language),  filthy  condition  that  she  never  returned  to  liave  the  work 
done.  Of  course,  1  made  all  the  apologies  I  could  for  the  Doe- 
tor,  and  asked  her  to  go  back  and  that  she  would  doubtless  find 
things  all  right,  but  her  answer  was  "No,"  she  would  not  return, 
and  stated  that  she  was  "really  glad  he  was  not  in.'' 

Never  make  any  derogatory  remarks  to  your  patients  about 
brother  dentists,  they  usually  have  enough  criticism  from  tlieir  own 
patients,  and  we  as  a  body  should  stand  together  and  work  for  the 
upbuilding  of  our  profession,  for  it  is  the  vehicle  into  wliich  the 
dental  [)rofessi()n  must  inject  power  foi-  future  progress.  Through 
it  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being;  that  this  is  true  there  is 
tio  arirument  to  refute. 
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Dentists  as  professional  men  come  in  contact  "with  men  and 
women  of  high  character  and  skill,  and  it  may  be  remembered  that 
the  occupation  of  dentistry  necessarily  contines  one  exclusively  in 
his  ofiice  during  business  hours,  and  our  time  is  entirely  given  to 
the  patients  and  with  these  the  important  duty  of  serving  each 
))roperly  and  the  necessary  pain  inflicted  in  so  doing  makes  our 
intei'course  with  them  anything  but  pleasant.  For  many  reasons 
it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  we  siiould  be  thoughtful,  pains- 
taking, courteous  and  high-toned  gentlemen.  We  eauuot  afford  to 
do  auvthing  that  would  be  detrimental  to  our  character  as  den- 
tists. ' 

Man  is  a  social  being  and  his  advancement  has  been  achieved 
under  social  conditions.  There  is  not  an  individual  however  humble 
whose  influence  may  not  be  felt.  The  communication  of  mind  with 
mind  is  of  vast  benefit  to  each  individual  member  of  the  human  race 
and  when  such  association  extends  to  professional  Ife  there  are 
great  possibilities  for  growth. 

The  growing  man  learns  something  from  everything  he  sees  or 
comes  in  contact  with.  The  power  to  gi-ow  is  fed  by  emulation 
therefore  we  should  strive  to  excell  our  competitors. 

Progress  is  the  eternal  law  of  nature,  and  in  this  progTessive 
age  with  the  rapid  strides  our  lu'ofession  is  making,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  us  to  keep  awake  and  use  every  energy  at  our  command 
in  order  to  keei^"  in  the  front  rank. 

It  requires  a  better  dentist  to  make  a  financial  success  today 
than  it  did  a  few  years  ago;  and  in  yeai's  to  come  the  man  that 
sticks  to  the  present  method  will  find  himself  more  of  a  back  num- 
ber than  the  laggard  of  today.  We  are  members  of  a  great  and 
growing  profession,  the  American  dentist  leads  the  world  in  his 
profession.  Nothing  gives  him  more  joy  than  to  impart  some 
method  by  which  he  may  alleviate  the  pains  of  suffering  humanity; 
and  we  are  led  to  the  conclnsion  that  professional  organization  is 
necessai-j'  to  professional  achievement  and  growth. 

Let  us  emulate  the  laws  of  the  great  who  have  gone  before  and 
finally  let  us  not  forgot  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together  where 
the  good  old-fashioned  brotherly  love  and  professional  spirit  is 
trained  and  cultivated. 

Still  further,  let  us  remember  (hat  our  patients  are  our  kindest 
teachers,  if  we  will  but  listen  to  tliem,  and  the  man  wlio  does  not 
get  the  right  impulse  from  his  business  is  not  in  love  with  it.  It 
is  my  patients,  it  is  your  patients  that  make  us  climb  hills  and 
scale  mountains,  that  make  us  lie  through  sleepless  nights  thinking 
and  thinking  what  may  be  done  to  save  their  teeth,  jireserve  their 
usefulness  and  beauty  and  restore  or  maintain  health.  Let  every 
dentist  strive  to  do  his  duty  and  do  it  well. 

"And,  aAvake  to  action  ere  it  be  too  late. 
Let  each  successive  day  impai-ting  bring 
The  brush,  the  dentifrice  and  soon  the  soring 
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The  cleansing-  flood,  the  labor  will  be  small, 

And  blooming  health  will  soon  reward  it  all. 

Or,  it'  her  past  neglect  precludes  relief, 

By  gentle  means  like  these  assuage  her  grief, 

The  'dental  art  can  remedy  the  ill, 

Restore  her  hopes  and  make  her  lovely  still." 

President  Hunt:  The  discussioii  of  Dr.  Bender's  paper  will  be 
opend  by  Dr.  D.  L.  James. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  The  best  way  tliat  I  know  of  to  discuss  this 
paper  is  to  emphasize  what  Dr.  Bender  has  said,  tirst  in  regai'd  to 
the  cleanliness  of  the  office.  We  all  have,  no  doubt,  had  that  im- 
pressed upon  us  very  much,  and  still  there  is  always  room  for  im- 
provement. But  thei'e  is  one  other  thing  that  is  even  moi-e  impor- 
tant than  a  cleanly  ofTfice,  and  that  is  a  cleanly  dentist.  You  may 
disguise  the  fact  as  much  as  you  want  to;  you  may  speak  of  a  com- 
petent man  as  much  as  you  want  to,  but  the  personality  and  ap- 
]iearance  of  the  man  affect  his  patient  and  the  visitor  in  the  ofTice. 
He  says  '*be  careful  of  how  you  meet  and  greet  them."  That  does 
go  a  long  ways,  because  the  first  impression  is  always  lasting.  As 
to  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  and  tobacco,  the  best  remedy  I  have 
ever  found  to  disguise  them  is  to  let  them  alone.  I  don't  think  the 
dentist  Avho  smokes  a  cigarette  during  ofTice  hours  and  then  goes 
and  operates  on  a  nice  young  lady  patient. — well  I  don't  think  lie 
can  have  the  proper  degree  of  respect  for  himself,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  young  lady.  We  talk  about  keejiing  the  patient's  mouth 
clean,  but  even  that  is  not  half  so  important  as  keeping  our  own 
hands  and  mouths  clean.  And  we  should  keep  our  teeth  clean,  and 
the  breatli  sweet  and  clean.  And  for  tiie  breath,  you  will  find 
that  by  taking  a  little  phosphate  of  soda  before  breakfast  evei'y 
morning  will  do  a  great  deal  towards  cleansing  the  body  on  the 
inside.  And  as  to  the  liand  of  a  dentist, — if  there  is  any  man  who 
ought  to  have  a  better  hand  than  anybody  else  and  a  softer,  gen- 
tler touch,  it  is  the  dentist,  for  lie  has  his  haiwls  all  over  the  face 
of  his  patients,  and  most  of  those  patients  are  ladies.  1  believe,  in 
the  use  of  soaps,  we  should  use  tlie  very  best  tliat  is  to  be  had. 
And  I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  keep  a  little  pre[>aratii)n  coini>osed 
of  glycerine,  ammonia  and  cologne,  ecjual  parts  in  a  handy  jilace. 
That  keeps  the  hands  from  cl)ap]nng  during  tlu'  winter  and  makes 
them  softer  and  they  feel  so  much  better  from  tlie  use  of  it.  And 
the  dentist  should  keep  his  face  clean,  he  should  keep  shaved 
and  wear  clean  linen,  as  much  as  lie  can.  These  points  are  only 
to  empliasize  what  Dr.  Bender  has  said,  (^ne  of  tiio  things  lie  has 
not  said  anything  about  is  the  management  of  children.  That  is 
where  the  dentist  has  to  bring  his  greatest  tact  into  play,  because 
thev  come  to  us  frightened   to  deatii   anv  wav  and   the  man  who 


DENTAL  SOCIETY  107 

cannot  win  the  confidence  of  cliildren  had  belter  quit  practicinsr 
dentistry.  No  matter  how  painful  the  operation  you  are  going'  to 
perform,  let  them  know  just  what  you  are  going  to  do,  and  let 
them  gain  confidence  in  you  in  that  way. 

Dr.  Wyche:     I  Avant  to  emphasize  what  Dr.  James  has  said. 

Dr.  J.  IT.  Wheeler:  I  want  to  add  my  commendation  to  this 
paper.  It  strikes  me  as  being  unusually  timely,  as  being  a  paper 
of  unusual  force,  and  as  being  a  paper  that  every  dentist  can  ap- 
ply lo  himself,  to  his  otlice  and  to  his  patients.  It  is  along  the 
line  of  our  Code  of  Ethics.  It  is  right  in  line  with  the  adini^rable 
address  of  Judge  Pritchaid  to  which  we  listened  hist  night.  I 
<lidn't  Avant  the  paper  passed  without  having  it  stressed  by  at 
least  three  of  us  anyway.  It  is  a  vital  thing  in  tlie  attention  to 
and  building  up  of  any  man's  practice. 

I  want  also  to  add  a  word  of  emphasis  to  what  Dr.  James  said 
in  regard  to  our  little  patients.  I  have  been  practicing  dentistry 
about  15  years,  and  I  don't  think  I  have  any  inborn  tact  in  the 
management  of  children,  and  ye(  I  do  feel  that  I  have  been  suc- 
cessful with  them.  It  is  because  I  deal  with  them  as  Dr.  James 
has  suggested.     I  am  absolutely  honest  with  my  little  folks. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley:  I  would  like  to  carry  Dr.  Wheeler's  dis- 
cussion just  a  little  further  in  regard  to  tlie  child.  In  getting  the 
confidence  of  a  child,  I  have  had  a  good  many  instances  when  the 
child  would  come  to  my  olhce  in  a  frightened  condition,  just  as 
ho  has  explained,  and  at  the  very  first  I  could  not  get  their  confi- 
dence. I  have  sometimes  looked  at  the  teeth,  dismissed  the  child 
and  had  her  to  come  again,  and  it  has  worked  W(jnders.  Perhaps 
the  second  time  she  came  I  would  do  a  little  work  and  leave  the 
real  operation  until  the  tliird  time,  and  then  tell  her  just  how 
much  it  would  hurt.  By  that  time  you  have  begun  to  win  her  con- 
fidence and  she  will  let  you  work  on  the  tooth  as  much  as  you 
please.  I  find  too,  that  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  my  lavatory  right 
by  file  chair,  or  at  least  in  sight  of  the  patient,  so  they  can  see  me 
wash  my  hands. 

President  Hunt:     Any  further  discussion? 

Dr.  Reid:  I  want  to  bear  Iiim  out  in  what  he  has  to  say  about 
the  child's  first  visit  to  the  office.  I  too,  think  it  a  good  plan  not 
to  do  any  work  at  that  first  visit,  but  to  dismiss  the  child  and 
have  them  come  back,  and,  if  jiossible,  have  them  come  alone.  I 
had  rather  have  a  child  come  witliout  its  parents.  If  the  mother 
is  along  trying  .to  fell  the  child  what  to  do  and  the  dentist  what 
to  do,  you  are  certainly  going  to  have  trouble.  And.  about  ex- 
tracting teeth  for  children,  always  take  your  time.  Do  not  get  in 
a  hurry.  Do  not  show  your  anger  before  the  child  and  do  not  let 
the  parent  scold  the  child,  if  you  can  help  it.  I  had  a  gentleman 
bring  his  daughter  to  the  office  one  day  and  I  worked  with  her  for 
about  an  hour  without  having  been  able  to  do  anv  work  for  her. 
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After  a  while  her  father  said  ''I  am  going-  to  Avhip  you"  and  she 
began  to  cry.  I  said  ''No,  you  are  not  going  to  whip  the  chikl, 
if  you  do  I  won't  take  out  the  tooth,"  and  then  she  let  me  take 
the  tooth  out  and  it  wasn't  near  so  bad  as  she  thought  it  was  go- 
ing to  be,  so  she  turned  to  me  and  said  "Doctor,  you  can  take  the 
other  one  out  too."  Since  then,  I  have  removed  a  number  of 
pulps  for  her  and  extracted  several  teeth  without  any  trouble. 

President  Hunt:     Dr.  Watkins  will  close  the  discussion. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Watkins:  On  behalf  of  Dr.  Bender,  I  want  to  thank 
the  gentlemen  for  the  discussion.  I  simply  want  on  my  own  be- 
half to  emphasize  one  thing  that  has  been  said,  and  bring  out  one 
that  has  not.  That  is  to  be  frank  and  honest  with  the  child  and 
keep  their  mothers  at  home.  And  I  wish  to  add  "sterilizing"  in- 
struments, instead  of  "cleaning"  them. 

President  Hunt:  We  will  be  glad  to  have  Dr.  Morrow's  paper, 
"Care  of  Children's  Teeth."  1  am  sorry  we  did  not  have  him 
read  it  just  after  the  other  paper,  so  that  they  miglit  have  been 
discussed  together. 

Dr.  Morrow  here  read  his  paper,  as  follows: 

TPIE  CARE  OF  CHILDREN'S  TEETH. 

Children  require  more  tact  and  skill  in  their  successful  manage- 
ment and  their  work  is  probably  more  of  a  strain  on  the  operator 
than  any  other  patients.  But  they  must  be  served,  and  if  tliis 
paper  will  draw  out  a  discussion  of  the  methods  adopted  by  our 
most  successful  operators,  and  show  how  best  to  serve  them,  our 
object  will  be  accom]>lished. 

I  shall  make  no  pretense  at  anything  new  or  startling,  but  sim- 
ply outline  my  metliods  of  dealing  with  the  little  ones  from  the 
time  they  are  usually  brought  to  us — seldom  before  the  fiftli  or 
sixth  year — and  in  so  doing  hope  to  be  as  practical  as  possible. 
Could  we  reach  the  ears  of  all  parents  and  imiiress  upon  them  tlie 
gi-eat  necessity  for  constant  care  and  attention  to  the  teeth  of  their 
offspring,  and  the  suffering  that  inay  be  prevented  by  early  and 
frequent  visits  to  the  dentist,  our  Avork  with  tliem  would  be  easy 
and  pleasant. 

There  is  too  little  inclination  with  busy  practitioners  to  pay 
much  attention  to  tlie  children  when  they  tremlilinglv  enter  our  of- 
fice, but  if  they  are  approached  rightly  and  contidence  is  once 
gained,  there  is  no  part  of  our  jiractice  more  satisfactory  and  for 
which  greater  blessings  Avill  be  bestowed,  and  wliicli  in  the  long 
mn  is  more  remunerative;  for  the  confidence  of  the  child  once 
gained  insures  its  future  confideiu-c  as  it  grows  u])  and  the  patron- 
age of  the  family.  If  this  cannot  be  dtme  at  tlu'  Mrst  visit  it  is 
much  better  to  dismiss  the  little  one  pleasantly  and  make  anotlier 
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sippointmcnt.  We  must  study  children  closely,  being  ever  kind, 
yet  firm,  usiiio-  no  deception. 

The  most  important  epoch  in  the  life  of  an  individual  is  the  first 
seven  years  of  existence.  This  is  a  period  when  lasting  impres- 
sions are  made  whicli  moukl  and  shape  the  being  physicallv.  mental- 
ly and  morally  for  all  time  to  come.  The  most  rapid  increase  of 
tlie  brain  is  said  to  take  place  before  the  seventh  year.  The 
crowns  of  the  jiermanent  teeth  are  in  simultaneous  development. 
How,  then,  could  we  e.xi^ect  other  than  devastation  if  we  neglect 
the  care  of  our  cliildren  through  this  important  time?  We  are 
jiaying  entirely  too  little  attention  to  this  imi)ortant  subject.  Par- 
ents do  not  understand  it,  physicians  say  little  about  it,  and  even 
the  dentist  to  whom  we  sliould  naturally  look  for  instruction  in 
these  matters  many  times  fails  to  apyireciate  the  great  good  that 
miglit  accrue  by  a  word  spoken  at  this  time. 

The  fact  that  intelligent  people,  who  are  Avilling  to  do  anything 
in  the  world  for  the  good  of  their  children,  allow  their  deciduous 
teeth  to  go  uncared  for,  while  they  themselves  go  to  the  dentist, 
shows  jdainly  that  we  are  sadly  neglecting  our  duty  as  teachers. 
We  certainly  have  not  endeavored  to  instruct  the  parents  on  this 
dental  subject.  A  little  knowledge  of  the  mouth  and  teeth  would 
drive  anv  thoughtful  ]>arent  to  carefully  consider  the  condition  of 
their  children's  mouths,  and  the  dentist  would  be  rewarded  by  the 
everlasting  gratitude  of  the  child  and  parent. 

From  one  to  four  examinations  sliould  at  least  be  made  annual- 
ly b.v  a  competent  dentist  of  every  child's  mouth  after  the  ei'up- 
tion  of  the  first  twenty  teeth.  Absolute  cleanliness  of  the  teeth 
after  each  meal  should  obtain  throughout  the  individual's  life. 
Nothing  short  of  this  insures  the  preservation  of  the  teeth,  even 
though  operated  upon  by  the  most  skilful  dentist.  I  would  most 
eai-nestly  insist  that  all  children  should  have  a  skilful  dentist  con- 
duct the  removal  of  the  deciduous  teeth,  and  this  should  be  ac- 
complished in  pairs. 

Of  course  we  meet  Avith  many  obstinate  eases  and  have  some 
trouble,  but  if  we  have  full  control  of  our  patient  and  understand 
the  principles  involved,  Ave  may  obviate  the  ditlficulty  in  a  g'reat 
measure:  For  instance,  you  have  a  case  presented  to  you  wliich 
has  passed  the  average  time  for  shedding  the  first  teeth,  and  they 
are  all  or  a  part  of  them  still  in  the  mouth.  We  have  reason  to 
suspect  tliat  nature  needs  some  assistance.  I  assist  nature  in  such 
cases  as  folloAvs.  I  arm  my  engine  with  a  small  carborundum  wheel, 
then  letting  nature  be  my  guide,  I  grind  away  a  part  of  the  crown 
of  such  teeth  as  nautre  dictates  as  being  nearest  ready  to  come 
away.  When  thei-e  is  no  indication  of  any  particular  teeth  more 
tlian  tlie  rest.  I  take  nature's  ]dan  and  begin  with  the  four  cen- 
tral incisors,  reducing  the  length  of  the  crown  so  as  to  perfectly 
non-antagonize  them.  Then  instruct  my  patient  to  call  again  in 
twenty  to  thirty  days. 

Usually  upon  subsequent  examination,  I  find  them  a  little  loose. 
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sliowiiiiT  that  my  treatment  has  had  the  desired  effect.  I  then 
]'epeat  tlie  work  of  ,uriiidin,ii'  off  the  crown,  and  see  that  the  raoutb 
is  still  in  a  good  healthy  condition.  This  mode  of  procedure  is 
kept  up  until  the  teeth  get  so  loose  they  can  be  taken  out  easily, 
and  many  times  you  will  lind  the  new  teeth  coming  on  right  under 
fbe  deciduous  teeth. 

Filling  the  Deciduous  Teeth. 

Cavities  in  children 's  teetli  should  be  tilled  as  soon  as  they  ap- 
pear, in  order  to  prevent  pain,  to  preserve  a  proper  masticatin<jr 
surface  and  to  secure  retention  of  the  temporary  teeth  until  the 
time  for  their  exfoliation,  so  as  to  bring  about  a  proper  develop- 
ment of  the  moxillary  bones,  so  that  the  permanent  teeth,  when 
tliev  appear,  will  have  sutflcient  room  to  erupt  in  their  proper 
position. 

F(u'  incipient  cai'ies  on  the  proximal  surface  of  deciduous  teeth, 
T  feel  certain  that  sei>arating  with  disks  or  file  to  the  extent  that 
all  small  cavities  are  removed  so  thorousrhly  that  no  trace  of  dis- 
ease is  left,  will  suffice.  In  cases  in  which  the  cavities  are  too 
deep  to  admit  of  removal  by  the  use  of  the  disk,  tlie  decay  should 
be  reamed  out  and  the  cavity  filled  with  gutta  percha  or  some  good 
cement. 

For  Abscessed  Deciduous  Teeth. 

Clean  out  the  cavity  thorouglily  and  pack  with  cotton  saturated 
with  a  thin  paste  made  of  oxpara ;  then  make  pressure  by  means 
of  unvulcanized  rubbei-.  filling  the  cavity  until  the  oxpara  comes 
out  of  the  fistulous  opening.  Then  till  the  cavity  and  it  will  rare- 
ly give  further  trouble. 

The  cliildren  of  the  ])resent  day  are  to  become  our  patients  of 
the  future,  and  by  giving  them  proper  attention  now  and  teach- 
ing them  to  take  the  necessary  care  of  their  teetli  throusrh  life  we 
will  pave  the  way  for  future  operations,  less  dreaded  bv  the  pa- 
tient, less  diffi<'ult  and  trying  to  the  dentist,  and  far  more  satis- 
factory to  both. 

President  Hunt:  We  have  another  paper  right  along  this  same 
line  of  thought,  and  if  there  is  no  objection  I  will  call  for  that  pa- 
per now,  so  that  they  can  both  be  discussed  at  once.  The  sub- 
ject of  Dr.  Johnson's  paper  is,  ''A  Few  Tlioughts  Tliaf  Concern 
the  Importance  of  the  Temporary  Teeth."  We  Avill  now  hear 
from  him. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Johnson  here  read  his  pajier,  as  follows: 

A  FEW  THOX'GHTS  THAT  CONCERN  THE  IMPORTANCE 
OF  THE  TEMPORARY  TEETH. 

In  presenting  tlie  subject,  I  wish  to  divide  it  into  two  pai-ts. 
1st.     The  functions  of  the  temporary  teeth  and  arches. 
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2nd.  Evil  i-esults  wbieh  sometimes  follow  the  premature  loss 
Mr  pi'olouged  retention  of  the  temporary  teeth. 

The  functions  of  the  teeth  and  arches  are: 

1st.     To  aid  in  the  develi>i)ment  of  the  jaws, 

2nd.    To  incise  and  masticate  the  food. 

3rd.     To  aid  in  speech. 

4th.     To  s;i\e  shape  and  beauty  to  the  face. 

In  discussing  the  functions  of  the  teeth  relative  to  the  develo]> 
ment  of  the  jaws,  tirst.  I  would  state  that  the  irrowth  of  the  man- 
dible is  stimulated  by  the  formation  and  eruption  of  the  teeth; 
hence  development  takes  place  more  rapidly  when  the  teeth  are 
forming  a)id  erupting.  During  the  formation  and  eruption  of  the 
incisors,  that  part  of  the  mandible  in  which  they  are  located  has 
a  period  of  development,  and  tlie  same  occurs  with  the  cuspids, 
bicuspids  and  molars.  , 

That  the  alveolan  ])rocess  is  subservient  to  the  use  of  the  teeth 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  tirst  develops  ai'ound  the  temporary 
teeth  and  is  resorbed  when  they  are  lost;  develops  again  with  the 
permanent  teeth  and  is  likewise  resorbed  when  they  are  lost. 
Hence  the  foj-mation  of  the  alveolan  pi-ocess  for  the  temporary  and 
permanent  teetli  is  as  separate  and  distinct  as  the  teeth  them- 
selves. 

Coincident  with  tlie  foi-Tuation  of  the  teeth  end  forward  de- 
velopment of  the  body  of  the  mandible,  interstitial  development  is 
caused  by  the  lateral  pressure  of  the  teeth  in  contact  and  this 
causes  the  incsio-distal  development.  To  illustrate,  take  the  tem- 
porary latei-ials  and  tem[)orary  first  molars  in  place,  when  the  tem- 
porary cuspids  erupt  they  will  wedge  in  between  these  teeth,  ex- 
erting a  latei-al  pressure  that  causes  the  so-called  interstitial  de- 
velopment and  thereby  creates  space  for  their  development.  For 
further  consideration,  we  will  assume  that  the  temporally  denture 
is  complete  in  situ,  about  the  age  of  six  years  the  crown  of  the 
first  permanent  molar  is  forming  and  stimulates  the  growth  of  the 
mandible  by  forcing  its  way  up  between  the  ramus  and  the  sec- 
ond temporary  molar,  causing  the  teeth  to  move  forward,  there- 
by lengthening  the  mandible,  so  we  see  in  other  cases  the  per- 
manent laterals  forcing  themselves  up  between  the  permanent  cen- 
trals and  tempnrai-y  cuspids  and  development  of  the  mandible 
eventually  makes  room  for  them.  Should  the  stimulation  caused 
by  the  forces  brought  by  the  wedging  of  the  respective  teeth  be 
insufficient  to  cause  proper  development,  it  may  be  accomplished 
by  tlie  proper  use  of  the  orthodontic  appliance.  So  we  see  that 
the  formation  and  the  eruption  of  the  temporary  teeth  plays  an 
important  i)art  in  the  shaping  the  foundation  for  the  permanent 
teeth  to  follow. 

Second:  Having  discussed  tlie  functions  of  the  teeth  relative 
to  the  development  of  the  jaws,  I  will  consider     the     temporary 
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teeth  as  masticatory  organs.  Before  we  can  liave  tl;e  proper  eon- 
sideratiou  and  thought  regaiding  the  necessity  of  proper  mastica- 
tion, it  is  necessary  for  us  to  know  the  terrible  seqnehie  to  im- 
proper mastication.  As  service  of  the  temi)orary  midars  as  mas- 
ticating organs  extends  over  a  period  of  from  seven  to  eight  years 
they  render  service  at  a  jjcriod  in  life  when  it  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary that  mastication  be  thorough,  essential  to  the  health  of  the 
child,'  to  development  of  bones  and  muscles,  and  to  all  the  organs 
of  the  body.  At  this  tender  age  all  the  organs  of  the  body  are 
being  ta.xed  to  their  utmost,  and  to  have  the  masticatory  aparatus 
impaired  at  this  age  by  the  loss  of  a  part  or  all  the  teeth  is  cer- 
tain to  prove  detrimental  to  tlie  health  and  development  of  the 
child.  I  fear  that  the  dental  profession  is  not  giving  the  tempo- 
rary teeth  their  proper  consideration.  We  often  see  cases  where 
raaiiy  of  tiiem  have  been  lost  a"t  the  age  of  sis  to  seven  years. 
To  save  them  all  is  impossible,  but  many  of  them  might  be  saved 
if  they  were  given  due  consideration  Ijy  the  parents  and  pains- 
taking operation  by  the  dentist. 

Third:  To  aid  in  speech:  By  si^eeeh  men  are  put  into  pos- 
session of  the  thoughts  and  experiences  of  their  fellow  men  so 
that  the  development  of  the  mind  is  to  a  certain  extent  depen- 
dent upon  speech.  Tlie  teeth  and  arches  are  directly  concerned 
in  articulation  which  is  the  correct  and  distinct  utterance  of  the 
elementary  sounds.  The  normal  shaped  dental  arch  and  correct 
position  of  the  teeth  contribute  much  to  the  richness  and  purity 
of  the  tones,  and  give  one  much  better  control  of  the  voice.  In 
proportion  as  the  teeth  and  arches  are  imperfect,  so  will  the  speech 
be.  Correction  of  the  irregularitv  of  flie  teeth  and  arches  is  of- 
ten followed  by  improvement  in  the  tone  of  voice. 

Fourth:  To  give  shape  and  beauty  to. the  jaws  and  face:  The 
alveolan  in-ocess  and  teeth  contribute  largely  to  the  formation  of 
the  maxillae.  They  are  important  in  the  tormation  of  the  facial 
contours  and  the  establishment  of  facial  harmony.  We  all  have 
observed  cases  the  most  common  where  all  the  teeth  have  been  lost 
and  the  alvecda  absorbed  and  noted  the  peculiar  outline  of  the  face 
which  is  restored  by  an  artificial  denture.  The  form  of  the  li]) 
and  cheek  are  more  or  less  dependent  upon  the  shape  of  the  pro- 
cess and  arches.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  of  most  people  is 
Avell  balanced  but  we  often  find  deformity  in  the  lower  jiart  of 
tlie  face  about  the  jaws  and  cheeks.  (The  mouth  plays  an  impor- 
tant part  in  producing  the  facial  expressions.  If  the  face  be 
covered  below  the  eyes,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  distinguish 
whether  a  person  is  crying  or  langhint;. )  The  lips  of  all  tlie  feat- 
ures are  the  most  direct  index  to  all  the  feelings.  Watch  the  feat- 
ures of  a  public  sjieaker  delivering  an  address,  and  in  iiiipassioned 
discourse,  the  action  is  mostly  frcmi  tlie  lii)s  and  associated  mus- 
cles of  the  mouth.  Deformity  in  tlie  face  is  pioportioiiate  as  the 
process  and  dental  arches  are  abnormal. 
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Evil  Results  That  Are  Liable  to  Follow  the  Premature  Loss  or 
Long  Retention  of  the  Temporary  Teeth. 

1st.  Impairment  of  occlusion  and  masticatory  aparatus  of  tho 
temporary  teeth. 

2nd.     Lack  of  development  of  the  jaws. 

.'^rd.     Impaction  of  the  permanent  teeth. 

4th.     Deflection  of  the  permanent  teeth  during  eruption. 

In  the  occlusion  of  the  temporary  teeth,  the  u])per  arcli  de- 
scribes a  larger  circle  tlian  the  lower,  so  the  labial  and  buccal 
surfaces  of  the  upper  teeth  overhang  the  lower  aud  the  cusps  of 
the  molars  interdigitate.  The  teeth  are  all  in  lateral  contact,  this 
ai-rangemeut  giving  each  tooth,  except  the  second  molar,  the  sup- 
l)(>rt  of  two  neighbors  in  the  same  arch  and  the  support  of  the 
relative  teeth  in  the  opposite  arch,  and  it  is  necessary  that  this 
condition  be  maintained.  In  the  loss  of  a  tooth,  the  occlusion  not 
only  suffers  from  its  loss,  but  the  teeth  from  either  side  tilt  to- 
ward the  space  and  very  often  the  lateral  movement  will  extend 
around  the  entire  arch  affecting  all  the  remaining  teeth. 

Lack  of  Development  of  the  Jaws  and  Process. 

Tlie  permanent  teeth  require  hirger  alveoli  than  the  temporary 
teeth  and  the  larger  alveoli  recjuire  a  larger  jaw  bone.  The  tem- 
porary teeth  are  designed  to  remain  in  position  ttntil  succeed- 
ed by  the  jiermanent  teeth  to  retain  the  space  and  allow  the  cor- 
responding permanent  set  to  wedge  into  position.  The  permanent 
molars  aid  gi-eatly  in  the  development  of  the  dental  arches.  In 
the  i)remature  loss  of  the  second  upper  temporary  molar  where  the 
upper  first  molar  makes  its  appearance,  it  meets  with  resistance 
of  the  tuberosity  of  the  upper  jaw  and  moves  forward  into  the 
space  previously  occupied  by  the  temporary  molar,  and  develop- 
ment of  the  jaw  fails  to  take  place  to  the  extent  of  the  width  of 
the  lost  tooth  so  that  the  jaw  is  short  mesio-distally.  In  the  pre- 
mature loss  of  any  of  the  temporary  teeth,  the  erupting  perma- 
nent teeth  force  the  remaining  temporary  teeth  into  the  space 
previously  occupied  by  the  lost  temporary  tooth,  consequently 
there  is  a  lack  of  development  and  an  irregularity.  The  lack  of 
development  in  the  jaws  and  process  is  to  the  extent  of  the  width 
of  the  lost  tooth. 

Impaction  of  the  Permanent  Teeth. 

Pei-haps  the  lower  bicuspids  are  more  often  impacted  by  the 
premature  loss  of  tlie  temporary  teeth  than  any  others,  the  loss 
of  the  second  temporary  molar  allowing  the  first  permanent  molar 
to  move  forward  into  the  space  wliile  the  bicuspid  will  move  dis- 
tally  and  hold  the  crown  of  the  second  bicuspid,  thus  preventing 
its  eruption.  The  long  retention  of  the  upper  cuspids  will  some- 
times cause  impaction  of  the  permanent  cuspids.     The  failure  of 
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the  roots  of  the  tempoi-ary  teeth  to  resorb  prevents  the  advance  of 
the  crowns  of  the  j)enuanent  teeth. 

Deflection  of  the  Permanent  Teeth  During  Eruption. 

As  the  crowns  of  the  permanent  teeth  advance  the  roots  of  the 
temporary  teeth  are  resorbed,  sometimes,  however,  it  so  happens 
that  the  roots  of  the  tempoi-ary  teeth  are  not  resorbed.  The  ad- 
vancing tooth  is  deflected  from  its  course  and  forced  to  erupt  out 
of  position,  and  when  this  happens  the  tooth  cannot  be  moved  into 
alignment  Avithout  creating  more  space,  except  in  cases  where  the 
width  of  the  temporary  tooth  is  equal  to  the  widtli  of  the  tooth 
that  displaces  it.  Owins"  to  the  absence  of  the  wedging  influences 
w-hich  occur  Avhen  tlie  teeth  erupt  in  their  natural  position,  the 
space  is  insufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  the  tooth  as  the  re- 
quired development  has  not  occurred. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  urge  that  the  temporary  teeth  be  treated 
with  every  consideration.  On  the  normal  retention  and  the  noi- 
mal  loss  of  the  temporarv  denture  will  depend  in  a  great  measure 
the  future  usefulness  of  the  permanent  denture. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  I  would  like  to  make  a  further  report  for  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  election  of  officers  will  take  place  at 
9:30  tonight.  We  think  the  membershij)  ought  to  have  notice  of 
that  fact,  since  the  prop-am  ^alls  for  it  tomorrow  morning.  By 
having  the  extra  session  this  afternoon,  we  think  we  can  easilv 
close  tlie  meetings  tonight.  We  would  like  to  have  a  full  attend- 
ance at  tonio-ht's  session. 

Treasurer  Norris:  I  would  also  like  to  make  the  statement  that 
there  are  several  in  the  room  wlio  have  not  paid  their  dues.  We 
would  like  tliis  to  be  done  fiefore  we  adjourn  tonight. 

President  Hunt :  The  discussion  of  Dr.  Morrow 's  paper  was 
to  have  been  opened  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming.  I  see  he  is  not  in  flie 
hall,  so  I  will  ask — no,  he  is  not  here  either.  I  will  ask  Dr.  j^. 
Martin  Fleming  to  open  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Moitow's  paper. 

Dr.  Fleming  (entering  hall),  I  did  not  hear  the  papers  read  and 
do  not  feel  competent,  under  the  circumstances,  to  undertake  the 
discussion  of  either  of  them. 

President  Hunt :     Let  us  hear  from  some  one. 

Dr.  Wyche:  Dr.  Morrow  spoke  of  using  a  small  carborundum 
wlieel  to  grind  off  the  ci'own  of  the  temporary  molars.  Sometimes 
I  have  found  the  tempcn-ary  cuspid  coming  up  this  way  (indicat- 
ing), and  that  acts  as  a  Avedge  and  makes  it  so  tight  they  can't 
move  and  I  have  had  to  take  them  out  any  way.  Dr.  CraAvford, 
of  Nashville,  says:  "Always  take  out  the  temporary  teeth  wlu-n 
it  is  time  for  them  to  come  out."  I  have  done  that  and  had  tlie 
bi-cuspid  never  to  come  in  its  place,  and  I  was  sorry  I  had  not 
waited.  So  we  can't  always  tell,  or  lay  down  a  rule  for  these 
things.     I    have    filled    many    a    temporary   molar   in    a    person   2.'> 
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yonvs  of  age,  and  they  were  gonfl  teeth.  Dr.  Johnson's  paper  was 
a  iiood  one,  especially  in  regard  to  not  taking  oat  the  temporary 
molars  too  soon. 

Dr.  V.  E.  Tnrner :  I  didn  't  hear  all  of  Dr.  Morrow 's  paper,  and, 
to  tell  you  the  truth.  I  don't  really  nnderstand  his  reason  for 
grinding  off  the  cutting  edge  of  these  temporary  teeth.  I  confess 
that  I  have  never  done  that  in  the  treatment  of  temporary  teeth, 
but  there  may  be  good  reason  for  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
his  practice  he  has  found  it  good  profit  and  some  benefit  to  the 
child.  The  imoortance  of  prompt  attention  to  the  temporary 
teeth  is  something  that  has  been  deeply  impressed  upon  my  mind, 
and  I  tliink  that  the  future  health  of  the  child  is  greatly  involved 
in  it.  I  have  had  mothers  to  come  to  me  and  say  "Why  don't 
you  pull  the  child's  tooth  outf"  She  thinking  of  course  that  he 
would  have  some  new  ones,  forgetting  that  the  child's  tooth  is  as 
important  to  him  as  the  permanent  teeth  are  important  to  a 
mature  person.  In  fact,  it  is  perhaps  more  impoitant  for  the 
period  of  life.  The  great  difficulty  in  a  child  who  doesn't  rea- 
son about  these  things  is  this:  they  learn  habits  very  easily. 
The  habit  of  bolting  their  food  is  a  very  bad  one.  If  a  child  finds 
any  inconvenience  in  chewing  on  one  side,  and  if  it  is  not  com- 
fortable for  him  to  chew  on  the  other  side,  what  does  that  child 
do?  He  simply  gives  it  a  few  licks  with  his  teeth  wherever  he  best 
can  and  bolts  the  food.  Now.  then,  what  is  the  result"?  They  get 
in  the  habit  of  bolting,  and  frequently  it  follows  them  all  through 
life. 

There  is  another  great  reason  Avhy  a  child's  mouth  should  be 
examined  at  periods  of  not  more  than  a  month  or  six  weeks,  as  soon 
as  the  temporary  teeth  begin  to  come  in.  The  growth  of  adenoids 
should  never  be  overlooked,  because,  as  a  conseciuence,  we  frequent- 
ly have  mouth  breathers,  and  it  is  a  fact,  in  the  liistory  of  child- 
hood, that  a  mouth  breather  is  never  fully  developed,  either  men- 
tally or  physically.  If  the  passages  are  so  obstructed  that  a  child 
cannot  sleep  except  by  breathing  through  its  mouth,  then  they  are 
subject  to  disease  and  to  faulty  development.  The  child's  tem- 
jiorary  teeth  should  be  as  carefully  attended  and  polished  as  the 
permanent  teeth.  If  there  is  etei-nal  vigilence  exercised  in  the  care 
of  those  teeth,  you  will  find  that  all  tlie  teeth  that  are  shed  will 
be  shed  at  the  proper  time.  Often  people  say,  "My  child  has 
some  discoloration  in  her  teeth;  will  it  hurt  them?"  They  should 
be  kept  clean  and  white.  Frequently  this  discoloration  means  dis- 
integration, and  I  do  believe  that  if  we  could  do  something  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  and  the  development  of  the  child  that 
this  could  be  prevented.  There  is  nothing  in  dentistry  of  more 
importance  than  the  scrupulous  care  of  chldren's  teeth.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Pi-esident  Hunt :  The  papers  are  open  for  general  discussion. 
We  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  one  else. 
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Dr.  R.  E.  Ware,  of  Shelby:  I  enjoyed  both  papers  very  much. 
What  has  been  said  by  those  who  discussed  the  papers  is  very 
timely  and  good.  The  great  difficulty  that  I  find  with  children 
is  how  to  get  them  to  your  office.  The  theory  is  all  very  good 
about  the  care  and  protection  of  the  teeth  when  they  come,  but 
getting  them  there  is  the  trouble.  The  fault  lies  chiefly  Avith  the 
parents,  in  neglecting  to  take  the  children  to  the  dentist  for 
examination  and  cleansing  of  the  teeth.  They  say  it  is  of  no  im- 
portance. Tliat  they  soon  come  out  and  new  ones  come  in  their 
place,  and  what  is  the  use?  In  the  meantime,  they  are  feeding 
them  sweets  and  candies  and  not  requiring  them  to  clean  their 
teeth  afterwards  and  tliey  begin  to  decay  before  they  know  it,  and 
then  the  cavities  are  there  and  after  having  to  stay  awake  with 
the  child  for  a  night  or  two,  they  finally  decide  to  go  to  the  den- 
tist to  see  wliat  he  can  do  for  them.  The  cry  should  be  ''Preven- 
tion, rather  tlian  cure."      (Applause.) 

Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner:  I  would  like  to  say  one  word  upon  that 
point.  The  great  care  lies  in  the  inattention  of  the  parents.  I 
aeknoAvledge  that  that  is  true  in  most  cases.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  said  about  instructing  the  laity  and  publishing  patnph- 
lets,  and  there  has  been  issued  by  the  National  Association  a  very 
concise  and  impressive  paper  which  Avould  be  of  great  service  to 
the  laity  if  tliey  were  jtroperly  distributed.  The  dentist,  too, 
should  instruct  the  patient  while  in  the  chair.  If  you  cannot 
impress  upon  the  mothers  and  the  fathers  the  importance  of  having 
the  teeth  attended  to  at  tlie  proper  time,  tlien  your  res])onsibilitv 
ceases  when  you  have  tried  to  do  so.  I  believe  that  if  we  would 
take  up  this  subject  and  talk  about  it  with  the  same  interest  that 
we  do  in  the  case  of  diseases  of  the  body.  I  believe  a  great  many 
people  would  change  their  course  about  these  things  and  would 
bring  their  children  to  the  dentist.  In  my  own  family,  and  oth- 
ers, I  have  tried  to  do  that  and  where  tlie  instructions  have  been 
followed,  there  has  been  such  wonderful  results  and  so  much 
benefit  that  I  long  to  impress  upon  all  parents  the  need  of  the 
greatest  attention  and  care  to  the  children.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Squires:  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  of  these  pa- 
pers, and  to  emphasize  at  least  on  ])oint  that  was  brought  out. 
The  too  early  extraction  of  the  temporary  teetli  or  the  too  long 
retention  of  them,  causes  mouth  breathing,  as  has  been  said,  and 
brings  about  deformities  in  the  mouth,  and  this  often  gives  rise 
to  defective  speech,  that  is  seldom,  if  ever,  overcome.  I  recall  being 
present  at  a  Sun  Beam  {Society,  where  some  40  or  50  children  were 
reciting  little  verses  and  making  .speeches  and  essays  such  as  tliey 
have  in  these  little  meetings,  and  out  of  that  large  number,  two 
children  spoke  suflficiently  clear  for  the  audience  to  catch  every 
word  that  was  said,  and  I  take  it  that  this  was  due  largelv  to  the 
deformities  in  the  mouth.  This  mouth-breathing  liabit  is  often 
formed  at  a  time  when  tlie  children  are  learning  to  talk.     Many  of 
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our  best  speeches  are  mined  by  bad  delivery,  improper  eimncia- 
tion.  This  could  be  remedied  if  the  proper  attention  was  given  to 
the  children  at  the  right  time.  Let  us  do  a  little  more  preaching 
to  the  parents.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron:  I  think  tlie  two  papers  now  under  con- 
-sideration  are  among  the  most  important  ones  we  have  had  at  this 
session.  Of  course,  it  is  late  in  the  day,  and  I  reg-ret  that  so 
many  of  the  gentlemen  failetl  to  hear  these  papers.  They  take  us 
back  to  the  very  tirst  principles  and  that  certainly  is  the  place 
where  the  very  foundation  of  our  work  must  be  laid.  I  don't 
tliiiik  we  can  attach  too  much  importance  to  these  things.  The 
results  of  neglect  ju.st  at  this  point  go  further  than  we  often  tliink, 
and  they  go  vei-y  far  towaitl  shaping  the  destinies  and  measuring 
the  success  of  a  great  many  of  us.  I  regret  that  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently informed  on  these  subjects  to  bring  out  just  what  I  think 
ought  to  be  brought  out  and  emphasized,  but  I  appreciate  very 
mucli  the  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  already  spoken. 
(Applause.) 

Dr.  Wyehe:     I  move  that  the  subject  be  passed. 

Secretary  Watkins:  Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming  was  to  have  discussed 
that  paper.  He  has  come  in  now.  Perhaps  he  would  like  to  add 
something  to  wliat  has  been  said. 

Dr.  Fleming:  I  am  sorry  that  I  didn't  hear  the  paper  I  Avas 
to  have  discussed,  because  I  didn't  get  to  read  it.  I  didn-'t  know 
that  the  paper  was  going  to  be  heard  this  afternoon.  I  am  sure 
Dr.  Morrow  gave  us  a  good  paper.  I  am  also  sure,  since  they  are 
in  regard  to  the  care  of  children's  teeth,  that  he  wrote  along  the 
line  of  putting  forth  an  effort  to  preserve  them.  I  have  often 
thought,  when  looking  into  the  face  of  a  person  whose  features 
portray  a  character  of  crime,  and  when  looking  into  the  face  of 
another  whose  every  line  is  beauty  and  health,  that  the  dentists 
are  often  responsible  for  deformities  and  for  the  appearance  of 
the  face.  I  have  often  thought  that  the  extraction  of  tlie  tem- 
porary teeth  clianges  the  expression  of  the  entire  face.  No  man 
or  woman  will  be  as  handsome  or  as  beautiful  who  have  in  early 
life  lost  their  temporary  teeth.  They  were  put  there  for  a  pur- 
pose and  God  intended  them  to  stay  there  and  i)erform  their  func- 
tion and  I  think  that  man  ouglit  to  do  what  he  can  to  preserve 
them.  I  am  sure  that  Dr.  Morrow  has  given  us  a  good  paper  and 
I  am  only  sorry  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  discuss  it  more  ably. 

President  Hunt:  Dr.  Morrow,  would  you  like  to  close  the  dis- 
cussion of  your  paper'? 

Dr.  Morrow:  T  have  nothing  moi'e  to  say  than  to  empha.size  the 
necessity  of  teacliing  tlie  parents.  I  believe  that  we,  as  a  profession. 
are  sadly  neglecting  our  duty  along  this  line.  I  cannot  think  that 
the  parents  would  neglect  so  important  a  matter  if  they  knew  the 
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necessity  of  attendinjr  to  it.  *I  want  to  thank  Dr.  Johnson  for  his 
paper.  I  considfr  it  tlie  best  paper  on  the  subject  that  I  ever  lis- 
tened to. 

President  Hnnt :  Dr.  Johnson,  would  you  like  to  close  the  dis- 
cussion of  your  paper? 

Dr.  Johnson:  I  want  to  thank  the  gentlemen  for  the  kind  man- 
ner in  which  the  paper  has  been  treated.  Also  to  thank  Dr.  Mor- 
row for  his  paper.  In  looking  over  my  paper  I  thought  it  some- 
what incomplete,  but  by  Dr.  ^Morrow's  paper  coming  along  on  the 
same  line,  I  think  the  subject  has  been  helped  considerably.  I 
am  glad  that  they  came  togethei-.  as  they  did. 

President  Hunt:  Witliout  objection,  the  subject  will  be  jiassed. 
The  motion  to  adjourn  is  now  in  order.  We  will  call  to  order 
this  evening  promptly  at  8:30.  The  election  of  officers  has  been 
made  a  special  order  for  9:80.  We  have  but  one  more  pa{>er  and 
several  committee  reports,  and  will  be  able  to  close  at  this  next 
session. 

The  meeting  is  adjourned,  upon  motion,  to  meet  at  8:30  p.  m. 

FRIDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  26TII.  1909—8:30  O'CLOCK.      ' 
ASSEMBLY  HALL. 

President  Hunt:  Will  the  Society  please  come  to  order?  I 
have  promised  Dr.  Arthur  Fleming  a  few  moments  just  at  this 
time.  He  has  sometimes  in  regard  to  the  Millei-  Memorial  fund 
which  lie  wishes  to  biing  before  you. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  There  is  a  movement  on  foot  in  this  coun- 
try, and  in  tlie  other  countries,  to  erect  some  titling  memoiial  to  Dr. 
Miller,  of  Berlin.  He  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  known 
men  who  has  ever  been  in  the  Dental  Profession.  He  has  been  of 
more  benefit  to  dentistry  tlian  any  other  man  who  ever  held  a  diplo- 
ma. He  has  possibly  no  equal  who  has  ever  lived.  There  has  been  a 
Committee  appointed  in  the  United  States  wliich  is  to  report  at 
Berlin  at  the  International  Dental  Congress  in  August.  Some 
literature  has  been  sent  us  from  Chicago.  I  understand  some  of 
the  menil)ers  have  seen  this.  It  is  my  suggestion  and  I  offer  it  as 
a  resolution,  that  the  President  of  this  Association  appoint  a  com- 
mitte,  with  the  President  as  Chairman  ex  officio,  to  act  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  in  a  substantial  way.  I  understand  that  the 
purpose  to  which  this  money  is  to  be  applied  has  not  been  finally 
settled,  whether  it  will  be  in  the  f<n-m  of  a  monument  or  in  the 
form  of  a  fund  with  wiiich  to  continue  Dr.  Miller's  scientific  re- 
search that  has  been  left  with  anotiier  committee.  I  make  the  mo- 
tion that  this  committee  be  appointed  to  act  in  the  matter. 

Dr.  Turnei-:  I  second  the  motion.  And  I  Avould  like  to  make 
this  statement.     Jt   iias  been  definitelv  settled   that    the  object  of 
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Ihp  contribution  which  has  been  desired  is  for  research  in  Dental 
Surgery,  and  not  for  a  monument.  It  is  to  create  a  fund  for 
scientific  research.  I  liad  a  talk  with  Dr.  Brophy  in  the  meeting 
of  the  National,  and  he  asked  me  to  say,  if  I  could,  a  word  in 
behalf  of  this  fund.  Every  country  who  honors  the  people  who 
have  been  foremost  in  promoting  the  liberties  and  the  happiness 
of  the  peo])le,  every  country  which  contributes  to  sometliing  wliicli 
will  be  a  memorial  for  the  service  of  public  spirited  citizens — and 
the  dental  profession  certainly  ought  to  lionor  Dr.  ^Miller.  I 
t'annot  tell  you  anything  lluit  you  do  not  know  about  him.  We 
all  know  that  he  has  been  the  pioneer  of  dental- research,  and  his 
trium|)hs  liave  relieved  humanity  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  memorial  is  to  continue  the  line  of  research  which  has 
characterized  the  whole  life  of  Dr.  Miller.  I  feel  that  the  Dental 
Society  of  North  Carolina  has  been  behind  in  allowing  the  societies 
of  other  States  to  go  on  and  contribute  to  this  great  cause.  We 
must  insist  upon  sharing  in  the  movement  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
man  wlio  lias  been  of  so  much  benefit  to  humanity.  We  will  fall 
far  short  of  our  duty  if  we  do  not  recognize  that  we  should  con- 
tribute to   this  memorial. 

Upon  request,  tlie  motion  of  Dr.  Fleming  was  repeated  by  him. 

Dr.  Fleming:  I  would  suggest  this  amendment  to  that  motion: 
That  the  Society  as  a  body  should  express  their  opinion  as  to  the 
amount  which  tliey  are  willing  the  Society  should  contribute. 

Dr.  Turner:     I  would  suggest  a  contribution  of^oO.OO. 

The  motion,  as  amended  by  Dr.  Fleming,  aiul  embodying  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Turner  to  make  the  sum  $50  upon  being  put  be- 
fore the  convention,  was  seconded  and  unanimously  carried. 

The  Secretary  here  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Osborne. 

President  Hunt:  You  liave  heard  this  communication,  what 
will  you  do  witli  it  ? 

It  is  moved  that  the  suggestion  be  accepted.  Motion  seconded 
and  unanimously  carried. 

President  Hunt :  We  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Committee 
on  Ethics  now. 

Di'.  R.  E.  Ware:  Mr.  President. — Your  committee  on  Dental 
Ethics  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  DENTAL  ETHICS. 

"Having  duly  investigated  the  ease  of  Dr.  Jas.  W.  Powell,  of 
Wilmington,  we  tind  him  guilty  of  having  grossly  violated  the  Code 
of  Ethics,  and,  therefore,  recommend  his  exjiulsion  from  the  North 
Carolina  Dental  Association. 

In  the  eases  of  Drs.  H.  N.  Watson  and  W.  G.  McAnnally,  we 
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find  good  cause  for  action,  but  as  thej'  have  not  had  ten  days'  no- 
lice,  as  ppeeified  in  our  by-laws,  your  Committee  can  only  refer 
these  eases  to  the  next  Committee  on  Ethics. 

(Signed)  R.  E.  WARE.  Chairman, 

K.  M.  SQUIRES, 
J.  S.  SPURGEON. 

President  Hunt:  Gentlemen,  you  have  lieard  this  report,  wliat 
will  you  do  with  it? 

Dr.  Turner:  I  move  that  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  refers  to  the  recommendation  to  exjiel  Dr.  Powell  of 
Wiliningtitn,  that  we  adopt  it.  , 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:     I  second  that  motion. 

Motion  unanimously  carried. 

Pre.'^ident  Hunt:  What  do  you  desire  to  do  with  the  remaining 
part  of  the  report  ? 

Dr.  Turner:  I  don't  see  that  it  is  necessary  that  any  action  be 
taken  as  to  that  })art  of  the  report.  I  move  that  the  report  be  re- 
ceived as  it  is. 

President  Hunt:  I  will  stale  that  this  matter  has  been  called 
to  my  attention  only  during  the  past  week  and  that  the  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics  witli  instructions  to 
take  the  proper  steps,  and  I  believe  they  are  taking  those  steps. 

All  those  in  favor  of  receiving  tlie  remainder  of  the  Com- 
mitlfP'^  report  let  it  be  known  by  saying  "aye";  those  opposed 
••no."'     The  report  is  received. 

President  Hunt:  We  will  now  be  glad  to  Iiear  the  report  of 
the  Supervisor  of  Clinics. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:  Before  this  report  goes  over,  I  would  like 
to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  a  case  witli  wliich  I  am  not  thoroughly 
familiar,  but  I  am  informed  of  enough  to  know  tliat  it  needs  the 
attention  of  the  society.  We  are  a  little  behind  in  giving  the 
in-oper  ten  days'  notice,  but  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  want  to 
give  a  year's  notice,  that  this  matter  may  be  dealt  with  aiul  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  committee.  It  is  the  case  of  Dr.  Walters, 
of  Warrenton.  He  has  done  a  great  many  things  that  we  con- 
sider unetliical,  among  which  he  has  visited  a  brother  dentist's 
l)atients  and  in  a  personal  way  tried  to  dissatisfy  them  witii  liis 
work,  and  1  understand  from  several  sources  that  he  is  advertis- 
ing broadcast  througliout  that  section  of  the  country,  and  T  tliiiik 
that  the  matter  should  be  taken  in  hand.  I  also  u;«.derstand  that 
he  boasts  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  State  Dental  Society,  and 
I  have  just  had  several  letters  from  people  who  aie  patient's  of 
another  dentist  in  Warrenton  in  which  the  things  which  I  liave 
said  are  very  fully  set  forth,  and  even  more  forcibly  than  I  liave 
been  able  to  say  it  to  you.     I  would  recommend  that   tliis  matter 
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of  Dr.  Walters  be  referred  to  the  next  Coimuittee  on  Dental 
Ethics,  that  the  case  may  be  brought  up  at  the  next  meeting 
for  action. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  better  to  have 
an  investigation,  not  only  in  that  one  case,  but  of  all  the  cases  that 
happen  tu  be  before  them,  in  time  to  make  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. As  a  rule,  the  Committee  on  Ethics  investigate  these  mat- 
ters and  recommend  such  action  as  they  feel  justified  in  making. 
I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  Etliics  Committee 
serve  notice  on  these  parties  to  appear  before  them  at  some 
convenient  time,  but  prior  to  our  next  meeting,  and  then  they 
will  be  able  to  report  as  in  the  case  at  Wilmington. 

Dr.  Fleming:     That  was  my  idea. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  I  would  like  to  state  that  the  constitution 
])royides  tliat  those  charges  should  be  made  in  writing  and  two 
copies  made,  one  to  be  sent  to  the  man  himself,  and  one  to  be 
filed  with  the  Committee,  and  then  ten  days  notice  to  be  given 
for  a  place  of  meeting. 

President  Hunt:  The  matter  of  Dr.  Walters  was  called  to  my 
attention  only  about  a  week  ago  in  an  official  manner.  Therefore, 
I  knew  tliat  the  Committee  could  not  appoint  a  meeting,  and  so 
the  written  communication  was  not  sent  to  the  Ethics  Committee. 
They  were  given  notice  to  investigate  this  case  and  as  soon  as 
possible  to  report  against  them.  So  it  seems  to  me  the  ground 
is  covered  in  that  case,  if  this  has  been  done,  and  that  thev  may 
simply  repoi-t  their  action  to  us  at  the  next  meeting.  As"  I  un- 
derstand it,  the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  refer  that  to  the  Committee 
with  the  charges. 

Secretary  Watkius:  I  would  like  to  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Mc- 
Annally,  as  follows: 

(Here  reads  Dr.  McAnnally's  letter.) 

I  also  have  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer,  stating  that  Dr.  McAn- 
nally  owes  the  Society  $3.00,  which  pays  up  to  the  time  of  this 
meeting.  I  wrote  Dr.  McAnnally  and  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
stitution, showing  that  the  dues  must  be  paid  before  withdrawal. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  would  like  to  enquire  if  we  do  not  pay  our  dues 
in  advance? 

Dr.  Fleming:     Yes,  but  he  might  be  in  arrears. 
Treasurer  Norris:     He  is  in  arrears. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  I  don't  tiiink  it  is  necessary  to  take  any 
action.     I  think  the  Secretary  has  already  taken  it. 

President  Hunt:  We  Avill  now  hear  from  the  Supervisor  of 
Clinics. 
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Dr.  Sinclair: — ■ 

Mr.  President  and  Brother  Dentists:  Your  Supervisor  of  Clin- 
ics begs  to  make  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  CHINICS. 

"Dr.  J.  S.  Spurgeon  gave  a  table  clinic  on  gold  inlays  without 
investnaent.  Dr.  Spurgeon 's  clinic  was  very  interesting  and  in- 
structive, especially  as  to  the  detail  of  manipulating  the  matrix 
and  subsequent  flowing  of  the  solder  into  the  matrix. 

"Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair's  clinic  on  cohesive  adhesive  gold  fillings 
demonstrated  forceably  that  there  was  great  advantage  gained  over 
the  simi^le  mechanical  retention,  in  that  the  cement  formed  a  per- 
fect union  between  gold  and  tooth. 

"Dr.  J.  G.  Reid  gave  a  very  interesting  clinic  with  his  centrif- 
ugal system  of  cast  gold  Morrison  crowns  and  several  cast  gold 
specialties.  Dr.  Reid  proved  his  skill  in  manipulating  the  mate- 
rials, as  Avell  as  the  good  points  of  this  system  of  casting. 

"Our  good  friend  Dr.  J.  E.  Wyche,  of  Greensboro,  demonstarted 
the  Howe-system  of  extracting  roots,  and  as  there  were  many  wlio 
watched  the  ease  with  which  Dr.  Wyche  extracted  seemingly  im- 
possible roots,  there  must  have  been  some  new  names  added  to  the 
long  list  of  Dr.  Howe's  disciples. 

"Dr.  A.  E.  Peri-y  demonstrated  Somnoform,  taking  his  patient 
gently  on  tlie  billowy  clouds  of  anaesthesia  and  safely  returning  him. 
to  this  laud  of  woe. 

"Dr.  L.  L.  Daraeron  gave  a  very  successful  clinic  with  Aschers 
Artificial  Enamel,  as  did  also  Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming. 

"This  closes  briefly  a  synopsis  of  my  clinics,  wliich  in  all  were 
very  well  attended.  I  would  urge  the  iiu[>ortance  of  this  practical 
phase  of  our  society  meeting,  on  each  one,  and  trust  that  eacli  and 
every  one  Avill  in  the  next  year  wlien  he  is  called  ui)on  by  the  next 
Supervisor  of  Clinics  to  lend  liiiu  your  heart v  co-operation. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

P.  D.  SINCLAIR, 

Supervisor  of  Clinics. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  With  outburst  of  applause  we  receive  Dr. 
Sinclair's  rei)ort,  and  I  Avish  to  say  that  I  am  glad  he  brought  out 
the  point  in  regard  to  answering  letters.  I  thiidv  it  is  as  little  as 
a  man  can  do  when  he  is  written  to  and  asked  to  clinic,  to  reply 
to  the  letter.  I  heai-d  a  yonng  man  say  not  long  ago  that  he  had 
been  asked  to  clinic  and  that  he  had  not  even  ansAvered  the  letter. 
I  asked  if  he  Avas  going  to  clinic  and  he  said  "No."  I  think  the 
Society  oAves  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Sinclair  for  tlie  Avork  Avliicli 
he  is  accomplishing.  I  move  that  the  Society  extend  to  liim  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  earnest  Avork  and  if  he  has  incurred  any  ex- 
pense to  meet  the  clinics,  that  that  bill  be  i>aid. 

Motion  seconded  and  unanimouslv  carried. 
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President  Hnn( :  I  wish  to  pei'sonally  thank  Dr.  Sinohnr  for  the 
work  lie  has  done.  He  has  been  right  near  me  and  every  time  I 
have  asked  him  to  do  a  thing  he  has  responded  promptly.  I  know 
(hat  he  lias  worked  hard  and  well. 

Dr.  Sinclair:  Gentlemen,  I  gave  my  time  and  attention  to  this 
freely  and  gladly.     I  thank  you  all. 

President  Hunt:     Any  other  Committees  to  report*? 

Di-.  Loekhart:  I  have  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee, 
which  is  a  follows: 

REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

"We,  the  Auditing  Committee,  have  examined  the  books  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  and  found  them 
very  neatly  and  accurately  kept. 

(Signed)  D.  K.  LOCKHART, 

J.  W.  STANLEY, 
C.  H.  BANKS, 

Committee. 

President  Hunt:     We  will  uoav  have  the  report  on  the  Annual, 
Essay. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ANNUAL  ESSAY. 

Dr.  Squires:  We,  your  Committee,  appointed  to  report  on  the 
Essay  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Eubanks,  beg  to  report  as  f oUoavs  : 

We  find  it  carefully  prepared  and  containing  many  valuable  sug- 
gestions. 

We  congratulate  the  writer  for  the  instructive  methods  of  pre- 
senting the  thoughts  therein  contained. 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

R.  M.  SQUIRES, 
R.  E.  WARE, 
J.  G.  REED. 

Committee. 

President  Hunt:     We  will  now  hear  from  Dr.  Spurgeon. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Spurgeon :  There  is  a  matter  I  wish  to  bring  before 
you  which,  perhai)s,  means  a  great  deal  to  the  profession.  Per- 
haps you  are  all  as  familiar  with  it  as  I  am.  However,  there  are 
some  things  about  it  that  I  want  to  mention.  I  refer  to  the  suit 
brought  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Taggei-t  against  a  member  of  this  Profes- 
sion to  sustain  his  patent  process  of  gold  inlay.  I  think  I  honor 
Dr.  Taggart  as  much  as  any  man  in  the  profession  for  what  he 
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has  done.  He  is  entitled  to  credit  and  lionor,  but  from  our  ear- 
liest infancy  in  the  profession,  we  have  been  taught  that  it  is  not 
professional  to  act  as  Dr.  Taggert  has  done  in  tliis  instance.  It  is 
perhaps  a  fact  that  Dr.  Taggert  has  sutJ'ered  tinancially  by  his 
patent  which  he  has  tried  to  maintain.  And,  as  I  said,  we  all  sym- 
])athize  with  him  and  honor  him  for  what  he  has  done,  and  yet  we 
feel  that  what  he  has  suffered  has  been  caused  by  his  own  mistake, 
and  I  do  not  feel  that  the  profession  is  responsible  for  his  mis- 
take. -The  point  is  this:  Dr.  Tagg-ert,  or  rather  his  attorneys, 
have  brought  suit  against  Dr.  Boyton,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  not 
only  to  restrain  him  from  using  this  process,  but,  of  course,  to  re- 
cover damages  to  which  he  claims  he  is  entitled  because  of  its  hav- 
ing been  used.  I,  as  a  member  of  this  profession,  feel  that  it  would 
be  unjust  tliat  Dr.  Boyton  should  be  called  uj)on  to  sustain  the  ex- 
pense of  this  suit,  regardless  of  the  result  of  the  suit.  The  plan 
to  help  Dr.  Boyton  in  this  suit  was  fully  set  forth  in  a  letter  is- 
sued by  Dr.  Fiidey  and  otliers,  who  have  taken  it  upon  themselves 
to  have  us  subscribe  to  this  cause.  I  Avish  to  urge  upon  every  man 
who  feels  the  iiecessity  of  preserving  our  profession  from  being 
mulched,  we  miglit  say,  by  patent  processes,  tlie  importance  of 
helping  to  sustain  this  suit.  We  are  asked  to  give  a  contribution 
of  $.').O0.  It  is  a  siT\all  matter  and  I  feel  sure  that  we  will  be  very 
glad  of  the  opj)ortunity  to  make  that  contribution. 

There  are  men  who  have  given  much  to  the  profession,  and  they 
have  not  asked  for  any  patent,  and  have  asked  for  no  proceeds  for 
the  use  of  it.  I  have  been  a  close  observer  of  dental  literature  for 
'JO  years  or  more,  and  a  few  years  ago  I  took  occasion  to  seai'ch 
the  history  of  the  profession  as  best  I  could,  and  I  found  no  rec- 
ord of  any  inlay  Avork  that  could  really  be  called  inlays  until  it 
was  fully  described  and  given  to  the  profession  by  our  own  Alex- 
ander, and  I  doubt  very  much  if  any  of  us  would  have  been  doing: 
inlays  today  had  it  not  been  for  the  Avork  of  Alexander.  Did  he 
ask  for  patent,  or  for  any  royalty  for  the  use  of  it  ?  No;  he  came 
before  this  Society  and  the  Southern  Dental  Association,  shoAved 
us  how  to  use  it,  gave  a  description  of  it,  and  said,  "Gentlemen, 
take  it  and   use  it." 

I  might  mention  many  other  benefactors  of  the  present  day  and 
of  days  past,  such  as  Head,  Horace  Wells.  Black,  Flagg  and  Ar- 
rington,  and  many  others  Avho  have  given  mucli,  but  never  asked 
for  a  patent  on  a  process. 

So  that  I  hope  all  Avill  feel  it  a  jirivilege  to  help  Dr.  Boyton  de- 
fend this  suit,  and  tluit  y(ui  will  assist  liiin  to  the  extent  of  send- 
ing $5.00  Avlien  the  opi)ortunity  is  given.  I  tiiank  you  for  your  at- 
tention. 

President  Hunt:  We  Avill  now  Jiave  the  report  of  the  Treas- 
ui'er,  Dr.  Norris. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT,  ' 

Receipts, 

Amount  on  hand  last  report , $  75.65 

Received  for  membership , 105.00 

Received  on  note 150.00 

Received  for  -dues .360.00 

Received    for    reinstatement 12.00 

Refund  from  Jamestowu  Dental  Convention 20.00 


$722.65 

Disbursements. 

I'aid  for  Treasurer 's  bond $     5.00 

J'aid  stenographer  at  Charlotte 50.00 

Paid  for  printing  and  postage 6.15 

Paid  trunk  for  Secretary 8.50 

Paid  membership  fees  returned 10.00 

Paid  Dr.  Jameson  expense  of  clinics  at  Charlotte 23.95 

Paid  A.  A.  Whitener  prosecuting  Hicks  case 125.00 

Paid  B.  C.  Bcckwith  prosecuting  Sykes  and  Scarlett 42.00 

Paid  Court  costs  in  Hicks  case 16.50 

Paid   interest    and   note 161.00 

Paid  Tillett  &  Guthiie  prosecuting  Hicks  case 100.00 

Paid  C.  L.  Jones  for  prosecuting  J.  W.  Thompson 25.00 

Paid  Secretary's  expenses,  printing,  programs,  etc 52.01 

Paid  Dr.  J.  M.  Fleming  expenses  in  prosecuting 7.00 

Paid  Ryburn  &  Hoey  Atty  's  in  Hicks  case 50.00 

Paid    Secretary 's   salarv 50.00 

Paid   Treasured 's   salary 25.00 

Paid  expense  of  Clinics  at  Asheville 6.58 

$763.11 
Deficit $40.46. 

CARL  P.  NOR  R IS,  Treasurer. 

President  Hunt:     What  will  you  do  with  this  report? 

Dr.  TVyche:     I  move  its  adoption. 

President  Hunt :  All  those  in  favor  of  receiving  the  report  of 
the  Treasurer  will  say  ''aye'";  those  opjwsed  "no."  The  rejjort 
is  received. 

The  Treasurer  also  announces  to  me  that  there  are  sevei-al  who 
have  not  paid  their  dues,  and  that  there  is  a  deficit  of  $50  in  the 
treasury. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fleming:     I  don't  think  it  is  right  that  the  treasurer 
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should  liavo  to  carry  this  deficit.     I  suggest  that  Ave  borrow  the 
amount  duo  and  pay  the  interest  out  of  the  treasury. 

President  Hunt :  I  believe  that  has  always  been  the  custom,  Dr. 
Fleming. 

Dr.  Wvche:  Are  there  not  dues  enough  due  to  more  than  pay 
the  defiei"t  ? 

Treasurer  Norris:  There  is  something  more  than  $500.00  due 
the  Society.  I  will  say  too,  that  I  have  given  the  members  due 
notice  time  and  again  during  the  year,  so  that  they  have  had  plenty 
of  time  to  pay  them. 

President  Hunt:  And  I  would  also  like  to  state  that  I  have 
written  personal  letters  in  regard  to  the  non-payment  of  dues  and 
notified  them  that  they  are  liable  to  suspension. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  Has  the  Treasurer  a  list  of  those  who 
may  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues"?  If  so,  I  think  we 
should  have  that  now,  too. 

Treasurer  Norris :  The  following  members  have  been  suspended 
for  non-pavment  of  dues:  C.  M.  Bean,  A.  M.  Dula.  J.  C.  Gamble, 
J  L.  Geer,'j.  C.  Goodwin,  L.  M.  Humphrey,  I.  M.  McPhail,  H.  G. 
Pitts,  J.  D.  Regan,  J.  L.  Scheft'er,  B.  F.  Smathers,  J.  E.  Warren, 
P.  P.  Yates. 

President  Hunt:  Tlie  next  in  order  is  the  Election  of  Officers. 
I  will  ask  Dr.  Wyche,  Dr.  Dameron  and  Dr.  Stanley  to  act  as  tel- 
lers.    Who  will  you  have  for  your  president  ? 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  After  such  a  splendid  President  as  we  have 
just  had  it  is  quite  a  hard  office  to  fill.  But,  I  am  going  to  nominate 
a  man  who  has  been  a  member  of  this  Society  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  who  has  held  the  office  of  Secretary  twice,  and  made 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had.  He  is  a  man  thoroughly  com- 
petent, and  I  am  sure  will  reflect  credit,  not  only  on  the  Society, 
hut  on  himself,  in  this  position.  I  refer  to  Dr.  J.  C.  Watkins,  of 
Wiuston-Salem.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Sherrill:  I  move  that  the  nomination  be  made  unanimous 
and  that  the  Secretary  cast  the  vote  of  the  Society  for  Dr.  Wat- 
kins  for  our  next  President. 

Dr.  Johnson:  I  second  Dr.  James'  nomination.  He  has  served 
us  faithfully  for  two  years  and  has  done  much  better  than  many 
men  could.  "  He  is  one  of  my  school  mates.  He  has  done  the  work 
accorded  liim  and  has  done  it  well.  Not  because  he  is  a  member 
of  my  College,  but  because  he  is  a  man  as  the  man  goes,  and  be- 
cause I  would  pei-sonally  like  to  see  him  made  President  of  our 
Association,  1  second  tlie  nomination.      (Applause.) 

Dr.  Jones:  May  J  have  just  one  word?  Dr.  Watkins  is  from 
mv  town.     I  liave  known  him  since  lie  has  bet-n  in  the  profession 
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and  it  jrives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  bis  nomination.  I  think 
lie  will  mnke  a  President  that  we  will  be  proud  of.  He  has  given 
much  of  bis  time  and  attention  to  the  cause  of  dentistry  and  I  hope 
he  will  be  bouoi'ed  by  the  Society. 

Dr.  P.  E.  Horton:  I  cannot  think  of  a  man  whom  it  will  give 
me  more  pleasure  to  see  in  the  President's  chair.  I  have  known 
Dr.  Watkins  intimately  for  a  number  of  years  and  it  gives  me  a 
jH'eat  deal  of  pleasure  to  second  his  nomination. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  move  that,  as  there  are  no  other  nominations, 
that  the  Secretary  be  re(}uested  to  east  the  vote  of  the  Society 
for  Dr.  Watkins  as  President. 

Dr.  Wyche,  teller:  I  now  cast  the  vote  of  the  Society  for  Dr. 
J.  C.  Watkius,  of  Winston-Salem,  for  our  President. 

President  Hunt :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  announce  that 
Dr.  Watkins  has  been  elected  President  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Den- 
tal Society  for  the  ensuing  year.      (Applause.) 

''Speech"!  ''Speech"! 

Dr.  J.  C.  Watkins,  President :     Gentlemen,  I  thank  you. 

President  Hunt:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  First  Vice- 
President. 

Dr.  Reagan :  I  want  to  nominate  one  of  the  best  hearted  fellows 
in  North  Caiolina.  and  a  competent  man  for  the  place,  Dr.  W.  T. 
Smith,  of  Wilmington.      (Apiilause.) 

Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley:  I  would  like  to  second  that  nomination.  Dr. 
Smith  and  I  are  very  closely  associated  in  our  chosen  profession, 
and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  second  his  nomination.  As  Dr. 
Reagan  has  said,  he  is  one  of  the  best  hearted  men  in  North  Car- 
olina.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  Johnson:  I  move  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cast 
the  vote  of  the  Society  for  Dr.  W.  T.  Smith  for  First  Vice-Pres- 
ident. 

The  motion  is  seconded  and  the  vote  of  the  Society  is  cast  by  the 
Secretary  for  Dr.  Smith.  The  President  announces  that  Dr.  Smith 
is  elected  to  the  office  of  First  Vice-President  for  the  en.suing  j'ear. 

President  Hunt:  Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  Second  Vice- 
President. 

Dr.  Early:     I  nominate  Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron,  of  New  Bern. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Johnson:  AVe  have  here  in  Asheville  a  man  that  is 
well  known  in  the  profession,  a  man  that  has  ability,  and  wlien  I 
say  that  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  other  delegate  has 
not  equal  ability,  but  we  are  now  in  Asheville,  we  have  been  ac- 
corded the  hospitality  of  its  j^eople.     I  would  respecfully  put  in 
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nomination  Dr.  Wexler  Smatliers,  of  Asbeville,  for  Second  Vice- 
President.      (Applause.) 

The  nominations  beitiir  declared  closed,  the  ballots  wove  cast  for 
the  two  candidates.  The  tellers  report  Dr.  Dameron  32  votes,  Dr. 
Smathers,  22.  It  is  moved  that  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Dameron  be 
made  unanimous,  he  liaving  received  a  majority  of  the  votes.  Mo- 
tion seconded.  Dr.  Dameron  is  elected  to  the  office  of  Second  Vice- 
President  for  the  ensuing  Near. 

President  Hunt :     Nominations  are  now  in  order  for  Secretary. 

Dr.  V.  E.  Turner:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  nominating  my  young^ 
friend.  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Fleming  for  the  office  of  Secretary. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Johnson :  I  take  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  seconding 
tlie  nomination.  He  is  a  pretty  good  fellow,  and  I  should  like  very 
much  to  see  him  made  Secretary  of  our  Association. 

Dr.  J.  Martin  Fleming:  In  as  much  as  there  are  no  other  nomi- 
nations, I  move  that  tlie  present  Secretary  cast  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  house  for  Dr.  Arthur  Fleming  as  our  next  Secretary. 

Dr.  Watkins:  It  gives  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  cast  the  vote  of 
the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society  for  Dr.  Arthur  Fleming  for  our 
next  Secretarj^ 

President  Hunt:     "Who  will  you  have  for  Treasurer? 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  I  nominate  for  Treasurer  Dr.  R.  M.  Mor- 
row, of  Burlington. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Reagan:     I  second  that  nomination. 

Dr.  Sinclair:  I  would  like  to  nominate  our  present  Treasurer, 
Dr.  Norris,  to  succeed  himself. 

Dr.  Chandler :     I  second  the  nomination. 

President  Hunt:  I  declare  the  nominations  closed.  The  tellers 
will  please  prepare  the  ballots. 

The  tellers  report  ballots  cast  for  Dr.  I\Iorrow  37,  for  Dr.  Nor- 
ris, 27. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Norris:  I  move  that  the  election  of  Dr.  Morrow  be 
made  unanimous. 

President  Hunt:  I  declare  Dr.  R.  M.  ^Nforrow,  of  Burlington, 
Treasurer  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Societv  for  the  ensninc 
year. 

President  Hunt:  The  next  in  order  is  the  nomination  for  Es- 
sayist. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Spurgeon:  I  would  like  to  nominate  my  friend.  Dr. 
Sinclair,  of  Asheville. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Reagan:     I  second  the  nominatioii. 
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Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair:  I  hope  the  grood  doctor  will  withdraw  tliat 
nomination;  it  is  something  about  which  I  know  nothing  at  all. 

President  Hunt :     Any  other  nominations. 

Dr.  Turner:  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  the 
Secretary  cdst  the  vote  of  this  Association  for  Dr.  J.  A.  Sinclair 
for  Essayist.  Motion  seo(nided  and  unanimously  carried.  The 
President  announced  Dr.  Sinclair  unanimously  elected  Essayist  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Dr.  Jones:  I  would  like  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  members 
that  during  the  past  session  two  members  have  been  chosen  to  fill 
two  vacancies  made  by  the  death  of  our  esteemed  Dr.  Harris  and 
Dr.  Tucker's  resignation.  Dr.  Thompson  fills  the  place  of  one  and 
Dr.  Spurgeou  the  other — that  is  in  the  Examining  Board. 

President  Hunt :  The  term  of  office  of  Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner,  the 
President  of  the  Board,  has  expired  and  nominations  are  now  in 
order  for 'this  place. 

Dr.  Sherrill:  It  gives  me  gi-eat  pleasure  to  nominate  Dr.  Turner 
to  succeed  himself.     I  don't  think  we  could  do  better  than  that. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  I  didn't  know  I  was  so  slow.  Dr.  Sherrill  got 
the  advantage  of  me  and  made  my  speech.  I  too  wish  to  see  him 
nominated  to  succeed  himself  by  acclamation. 

The  nomination  of  Dr.  Turner  receives  several  seconds. 

Dr.  Wheeler:  I  fe(4  that  when  the  Dental  Society  of  North 
Carolina  tonight  elects  Dr.  Turner  to  succeed  himself,  it  confers  a 
greater  honor  upon  the  Society  than  it  does  upon  Dr.  Turner.  Dr. 
Turner  is  a  man  who.  tlirough  the  years  of  his  practice  has  not 
missed  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  save  with  one  exception,  and  that 
Avas  when  he  was  sick  and  unable  to  come.  He  has  been  faithful 
in  every  I'espect  and  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society  has  no  idea 
of  the  vast  amount  of  work  that  he  has  done  for  it  in  this  po.sitiou 
of  President  of  the  Examining  Board.  He  has  been  on.  the  ground 
wliere  the  legislature  met,  and  by  his  good  sense  and  tactfulness  in 
bringing  our  matters  before  the  proper  committee  in  the  legislature, 
he  has  saved  us  a  vast  amount  of  trouble  and  delay.  There  is  no 
man  in  the  Convention  whose  nomination  I  had  rather  give  a  sec- 
ond to  for  this  position  than  Dr.  Turner.   "  (Applause.) 

Dr.  J.  N.  Johnson:  I  would  like  to  ask  that  this  motion  be  made 
unanimous.  Motion  seconded,  and  unanimouslj'  carried  by  a  stand- 
ing vote  of  the  Society. 

•'Speech"!  ''Speech"! 

Dr.  Y.  E.  Turner:  Gentlemen  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  So- 
ciety: It  is  indeed  a  peculiar  pleasure  to  a  man  who  has  been 
.serving  the  Society  in  this  position  so  many  yeai's  to  receive  such 
a  warm  recognition  of  wliat  poor  services  I  have  been  able  to  per- 
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form.  As  a  ruk-  the  older  members  are  rele^ffated  to  a  back  seat, 
and  I  don't  complain  of  that;  I  think  it  is  riglit  to  bring  the  young 
men  forAvard.  but  the  delightful  ovation  which  I  have  seen  tonight 
tills  me  with  the  deepest  gratitude.  I  had  hoped  that  my  friends 
in  the  Society  would  let  me  off  this  time.  For  years  I  have  been 
performing  certain  duties  for  the  Society  and  1  had  hoped  they 
w^ould  let  me  off  and  put  some  younger  blood  into  the  liarness,  but 
since  it  is  your  will  to  elect  me  to  the  office  again,  I  assure  you  that 
I  am  most  grateful.     (Applause.) 

President  Hunt :  The  term  of  Dr.  Jones  has  also  expired.  Nom- 
nations  are  in  order  to  till  that  place. 

Dr.  Wyche:     I  nominate  Dr.  Jones  to  succeed  himself. 

Dr.  Hughes:  As  a  member  of  the  Atlanta  Dental  College,  it 
gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  Dr.  Jones'  nomination. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming:  It  is  my  privilege  and  honor  tonight  to 
present  a  horse  who  has  pulled  the  plow  and  should  eat  the  fodder. 
It  is  true  that  this  has  been  one  of  the  best  meetings  that  we  have 
ever  had.  I  wish  to  present  the  name  of  a  man  to  this  high  honor 
tonight  whose  best  blood  and  best  energy  has  been  poured  out  as 
water  to  make  this  meeting  a  success.  I  wish  to  present  the  name 
of  a  young  man,  a  man  who  has  the  energy,  intellect  and  the  bear- 
ing to  grace  any  board  of  Examiners  in  the  United  States,  and  when 
I  say  the  United  States,  it  means  more  than  the  whole  world,  be- 
cause in  the  United  States  we  liave  come  nearer  to  reaching  pei-- 
fection  in  Dentistry  than  any  where  else.  In  Asheville  we  have 
this  man.  and  I  would  present  Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt,  who  has  so  faithful- 
ly served  us  in  the  eai)acity  of  President  of  our  Association.  I  feel 
that  we  would  do  ourselves  proud  by  electing  him  to  this  position 
of  honor. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  Are  there  any  other  nominations?  If  not, 
I  will  declare  the  nominations  closed  and  ask  tlie  tellers  to  prepare 
the  ballots. 

The  tellers  announce  ballots  cast  for  Dr.  Hunt  35,  for  Dr.  Jones 
32.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  The  closeness  of  tlie  vote  shows  the  popular- 
ity of  tlie  candidates.  Since  Dr.  Hunt  has  the  largest  number  of 
votes,  I  declare  him  elected. 

Dr.  Jones:     I  wish  to  make  Dr.  Hunt's  election  unanimous, 

'' Speech"!  "Speech"! 

Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt:  I  fully  realize  that  in  attempting  to  fill  a  place 
on  the  Examining  Boai-d  as  it  has  been  filled  by  my  friend  Dr. 
Jones,  will  be  extremely  difficult.  Howevei',  1  shall  exert  my  en- 
tire energy  in  working  toward  the  end  of  placing  the  work  of  the 
Examining  Board  and  the  result  of  that  work  upon  tlie  highest  pos- 
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sible  plane.     I  shall  endeavor  to  fill  the  place  to  my  utmost  ability. 
1  lliank  you  fur  this  honor  which  you  have  bestowed  upon  me. 

President  Hunt:     Are  there  any  other  officers  to  be  elected? 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  We  have  the  place  of  meeting  to  decide 
upon  yet. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Stanley:  I  am  located  in  "Wilmington,  just  ten  miles 
from  Wrightsville  Beach,  which  is  an  ideal  place  for  such  a  meet- 
ing, and  I  think  we  have  one  of  the  best  beaches  to  be  found  down 
there.  We  have  two  large  hotels  and  good  car  service  which  take 
you  into  the  city  in  about  half  an  liour.  I  would  invite  you  to  hold 
your  next  meeting  tliere,  and  I  would  like  to  read  two  telegrams 
that  I  have  from  the  proprietors  of  those  hotels,  in  answer  to  mes- 
sages which  I  sent  them  asking  if  they  could  accommodate  us  next 
year. 

Dr.  J.  X.  Johnson:  I  think  Ave  ought  to  go  to  Wilmington  be- 
cause we  have  never  been  there  before.  I  want  to  second  Brother 
Stanley's  motion. 

Dr.  Martin  Fleming:  Just  as  I  left  home  Dr.  D.  E.  Everett 
handed  me  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morton,  of  the  Atlantic  Hotel  and 
asked  that  it  lie  read  to  the  Society. 

(The  Secretary  here  reads  the  letter  from  Mr.  Morton.) 

Dr.  Early:  Gentlemen  of  the  Society:  I  wish  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  the  interest  of  Panecea  Springs.  The  Company  asked  me 
to  see  what  we  could  do  for  them.  They  have  a  nice  hotel  that  will 
accommodate  several  hundred  guests,  about  110  rooms,  I  tliiiik. 
The  water  of  those  springs  is  considered  by  the  Medical  Board  to 
be  the  very  finest  water  to  be  had.  We  haven't  got  the  scenery 
that  we  have  at  Asheville,  nor  the  waves  and  billows  of  the  coast, 
but  we  have  water  and  we  can  put  a  little  salt  into  it.  And  in  a 
small  way  we  have  some  pretty  scenery  around  there.  We  are 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  depot.  The  rates  at  the  hotel 
will  be  $1..50  per  day,  and  you  can  arrange  to  eat  where  you  please. 
It  is  in  a  central  place  in  the  State  where  we  can  all  get  to  it 
easily,  being  between  here  and  Wrightsville.  We  have  not  had  a 
meeting  in  the  center  of  the  State  for  a  number  of  years. 

"Question"!  "Question"! 

A  Member:  Where  in  the  world  is  Panecea  Spi-ings,  any  way? 
(Laughter.) 

President  Hunt:  Any  other  places  in  nomination?  We  will 
vote  by  rising.  All  those  in  favor  of  Wrightsville  please  stand. 
Those  in  favor  of  Panecea  Springs  please  stand.  Wrightsville 
seems  to  have  won. 

Dr.  Early:     I  move  that  it  be  made  unanimous. 
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President  Hunt:     1  announce  that  Wrightsville  Avill  be  the  next 
place  of  meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  wishes  to  make  a  report. 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  C0:MM1TTEE. 

Dr.  D.  L.  James:  We  want  to  make  our  tinal  report  in  the  way 
of  thanks,  first  to  the  members  of  the  Press  for  the  splendid  re- 
ports they  have  given  of  the  meetings;  second,  we  want  to  again 
thank  the  Local  IJentists  for  the  many  courtesies  they  have  shown 
us.  I  feel  sure  that  I  voice  the  sentiments  of  this  Society  when  I 
say  that  tliey  have  done  everything  they  could  for  the  pleasure  of 
the  Society.  We  also  desire  to  thank  the  management  of  the  Bat- 
tery Park  Hotel  for  the  courtesies  that  we  have  received  here.  We 
Avant  to  thank  tlie  Supervisor  of  Clinics  for  the  splendid  work  he 
has  done.  Also  the  various  rei)resentatives  of  both  the  Dental  and 
Medical  Supply  Houses,  and  I  tliink  we  ought  to  thank  Dr.  J.  Mar- 
tin Fleming  esijecially  for  the  splendid  and  untiring  woi-k  he  has 
done  for  the  Society.  We  want  to  tliank  again  Judge  Pritchard  for 
the  splendid  address  that  he  gave  us  the  other  night,  and  I  feel 
that  Ave  Avould  not  have  performed  our  duty  completely,  if  Ave  did 
not,  outside  of  thanking  our  local  dentists,  thank  our  Avorthy  and 
most  excellent  President  for  the  splendid  services  he  has  given  us. 
And  then  should  I  take  my  seat  and  fail  to  extend  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  to  our  most  efticient  stenograplier  for  licr  presence  and 
her  sweet  smiles,  as  well  as  her  faithful  Avork  in  reporting  the 
meetings,  my  report  Avould  be  most  incomplete.  And  Ave  Avant  to 
thank  Ihe  ladies  Avho  have  attended  the  meetings  for  their  pres- 
ence among  us. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Fleming:  If  anything  or  anyone  lias  been  left  out,  I 
would  like  to  know  it.      (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Watkins:  Tliere  are  several  communications  here  Avhich  I 
Avill  read  if  the  Society  desires  to  hear  them.  The  first  is  from  Dr. 
Burton  Lee  Thorpe  in  Avhich  he  asks  that  Ave  again  make  the  Dental 
Brief  our  official  organ  and  allow  them  lo  jiublish  our  papers. 

Dr.  Turner:  It  strikes  me  tliat  our  pai)ers  are  sufficiently  val- 
uable for  us  to  publish  them  ourselves.  I  don't  know  whether  the 
Society  has  sufficient  funds,  but  it  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  be 
considered  very  seriously,  because  most  all  State  Societies  have 
their  proceedings  printed  and  distributed  among  the  members.  If 
it  is  necessary  I  will  make  a  motion  :  That  the  question  of  pub- 
lishing our  proceedings  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
the  Treasurer,  and  that  they  shall  decide  Avhether  it  is  feasible  for 
it  to  be  done. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Reagan:  I  second  the  motion.  Motion  put  to  a  vote 
and  unanimouslv  carried. 


DENTAL  SOCIETY  133 

President  Hunt :  Do  you  desire  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to 
these  communications? 

The  Secretary:  There  is  another  from  the  Nebraska  State  Den- 
tal Society  asking  that  we  consider  the  matter  at  our  next  meet- 
ing of  taking  up  the  matter  of  State  wards  in  the  State  Institu- 
tions. 

Another  from  the  Ohio  State  Dental  Society  asking  us  to  join 
with  them  in  the  Miller  Memorial  fund. 

Another  from  the  National  Dental  Association  in  regard  to  the 
Dental  Journal. 

Dr.  Davis:     I  move  that  these  communications  be  tabled. 

President  Hunt :  The  next  thing  in  order  is  the  installation  of 
officers.  I  will  ask  Dr.  Regan  and  Dr.  Fleming  to  escort  the  Pres- 
ident Elect  to  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Fleming:  We  present  to  vou  the  incoming  President,  Dr. 
J.  C.  Watkins. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Hunt:  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  wel- 
come Conrad  Watkins  to  this  station.  It  has  for  some  time  been 
ray  desire  to  see  him  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  So- 
ciety. It  has  also  been  ray  pleasure  to  try  to  place  dentistry  on  a 
high  plane  and  I  feel  that  I  can  rest  secure  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  Dr.  Watkins  will  carry  on  the  work  and  place  it  on 
a  still  higher  plane.      (Applause.) 

' '  Watkins  "  !  ' '  Speech  " !  ' '  Speech ' ' ! 

President  Watkins:  I  appreciate  to  the  fullest  the  honor  you 
have  bestowed  upon  me.  You  know  I  am  not  guilty  of  making 
speeches,  but  I  do  ask  that  you  will  all  aid  me  in  my  efforts  to  make 
our  next  meeting  the  best  we  have  ever  had.  Dr.  Hunt  has  indeed 
placed  the  Society  upon  a  high  plane  and  it  behooves  us  to  live  up 
to  the  standards  he  has  set  for  us.  I  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
clinics  made  a  special  feature  at  the  next  meeting!  I  would  like 
to  see  two  days  given  to  clinics  instead  of  one.  I  would  also  be 
glad  to  see  more  men  of  inter-national  reputation  from  the  ad- 
joining States.     Gentlemen,  again  I  thank  you. 

President  Watkins?  I  will  ask  tlie  Committee  to  escort  the  First 
Vice-President  to  the  Chair. 

The  Committee:  We  present  to  vou  the  First  Vice-President, 
Dr.  Smith. 

President  Watkins:  Dr.  Smith  I  congratulate  you,  and  hope 
that  you  will  use  your  utmost  efforts  in  making  our  next  meeting 
a  success.     I  will  ask  you  to  take  the  seat  to  mv  right. 


Gentlemen,  you  will  now  escort  the  Second  Vice-President  to  the 


Chair 
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The  Committee:  We  present  to  you  Dr.  L.  L.  Dameron.  Second 
Vice-President. 

President  Watkins:  I  wish  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  elec- 
tion to  this  office,  and  I  will  ask  you  to  have  a  seat  with  us. 

You  will  now  present  tlie  Secretary  Elect. 

The  (^omraittee:  We  present  to  you  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Fleming,  the 
Secretary  Elect. 

President  Watkins:  Dr.  Fleming,  I  insist  that  it  gives  nie  pe- 
culiax  pleasure  to  welcome  jou  to  the  Secretaryship  and  I  want  you 
lo  take  a  seat  on  my  right. 

Gentlemen,  please  escort  Dr.  Morrow,  the  Treasurer,  to  the  Chair, 

The  Committee:     We  present  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  M.  Morrow. 

President  Watkins :  Dr.  Morrow,  we  all  know  you.  I  congi'at- 
ulate  you  upon  yuur  election. 

President  Watkins:  The  Essayist  will  now  be  presented.  I  wish 
to  congratulate  you,  Dr.  Sinclair,  and  to  tell  you  that  we  will  al- 
low you  to  make  a  speech  later. 

We  will  now  hear  from  Dr.  Smith. 

Dr.  Smith,  First  Vice-President:  1  thank  you  very  much  for 
this  honor,  and  1  hope  to  see  you  all  at  Wrightsville  next  year,  and 
especially  our  President,  Dr.  Watkins. 

President  \\'atkins :     We  will  hear  from  Dr.  Dameron. 

Dr.  Dameron,  Second  Vice-President :  Mr.  President,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen:  I  hardly  have  command  of  language  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  the  Society  for  the  recognition  that  they  have  given 
nie.  I  assure  vou  that  I  appreciate  it  most  highlv  and  I  thank  vou 
all. 

President  Watkins:  Dr.  PTeming,  we  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  you. 

Dr.  Arthur  Fleming,  Secretary:  It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that 
I  I'ise  t(i  thank  tlie  members  of  the  Society  for  this  honor  and  to 
assure  tliem  of  my  best  etforts  to  make  the  next  meeting  a  suc- 
cess. I  appreciate  this  more  than  I  am  able  to  tell  you.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  express  my  appreciation  in  the  Avork  which  I  will  do 
for  the  Society.  I  again  thank  you,  and  1  would  like  to  add  as  a 
foot  note  that  I  would  especially  request  all  the  members  who  re- 
ceive letters  from  me  on  any  subject  to  kindly  recognize  them  or 
send  word  that  they  are  out  of  stamps. 

President  Watkins:     AVe  Avill  hear  from  Dr.  Morrow. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Morrow :  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have 
bestowed  upon  me,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  to  answer  ray  letters, 
also,  for  yon  may  expect  to  receive  some. 
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Presidt^nt  W;ilkins:  We  will  now  be  pleased  to  hear  from  our 
Essayist. 

Dr.  Sinclair:  I  don't  understand  why  you  have  elected  me  to 
this  otlce.  I  have  not  affiliated  myself"  with  the  North  Carolina 
Dental  Society  as  I  shouhl  have.  I  mean  I  have  not  attended  very 
regularly.  I  have  been  a  member  some  three  or  four  years  and 
this  is  the  tirst  iime  I  have  taken  any  part.  Perhaps  I  took  more 
interest  in  it  this  time  than  I  otherwise  would  because  it  met  in 
Asheville  and  1  wanted  the  meeting  to  be  a  success.  I  am  very 
"•lad  now  that  I  did  take  some  interest  in  it.  The  meetings  have 
<lone  me  a  great  deal  of  good.  T  Jiope  that  in  ray  essay  next  year 
I  may  dwell  ujton  some  subjects  which  I  tliink  important.  I  hope 
yon  will  not  be  disappointed  for  having  elected  me  to  this  oflice.  I 
thank  you. 

President  Watkins:  I  wish  now  to  announce  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees, as  follows: 

STANDING  COMMITTEES : 

Executive:     D.  L.  James,  C.  F.  Smithson,  C.  W.  Regan. 

Publishing:     P.  E.  Horton. 

Prosecuting:     J.  Martin  Fleming. 

Ethics:     J.  S.  Spurgeon,  R.  E.  Ware,  R.  M.  Squires. 

Supervisor  of  Clinics:     J.  W.  Stanley. 

Dr.  Spurgeon:  I  have  no  objection  to  serving  the  Society  in 
any  way  I  can,  but  since  I  am  a  member  of  tlie  Examining  Board 
I  wonld  like  to  be  excnsed  from  the  Committee. 

President  Watkius:     We  will  take  that  np  later. 

If  there  is  nothing  else  to  come  before  the  meeting,  we  will  now 
adjourn,  upon  motion. 

It  is  moved  that  the  meeting  adjourn.  Motion  seconded,  and  the 
meeting  is  adjourned  to  meet  next  year  at  Wrightsville  Beach. 
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DENTISTRY. 


Board  of  Examiners,  How  Elected:  The  board  of  examiners  for 
the  exauiinalion  of  tliose  desiring  to  obtain  a  certificate  to  engage 
in  the  jn-actiee  of  dentistry  shall  consist  of  six  members  of  the 
Xorth  Carolina  Dental  Society,  to  be  elected  by  the  said  society 
at  its  next  annual  meeting  and  shall  hold  office  as  follows:  Tavo  for 
one  year,  two  for  two  years,  and  two  for  tlu-ee  years  and  until 
their  successors  are  elected.  The  said  board  shall  also  have  pow- 
er to  fill  all  vacancies  for  unexpired  terms,  and  they  shall  be  re- 
sponsil)le  to  said  state  societv  for  their  acts.  (Code,  s.  3149:  1879, 
c.  s.  2.) 

Meetings  of  the  Board:  The  board  of  examiners  shall  meet  an- 
nually at  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  Xorth  Carolina 
Dental  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  the  said 
board,  or  any  four  members  thereof,  shall  agree  upon,  to  conduct 
the  examination  of  applicants,  thirty  days'  notice  of  said  meet- 
ing being  given  bv  advertising  in  at  least  thx-ee  newspapers  pub- 
lislied  in  this  State.     (Code,  s.  3150;  1879,  c.  139,  s.  3.) 

Quorum:  Four  members  of  said  board  .shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  uf  business,  and  should  a  quorum  not  be  present 
on  the  day  apjiointed  for  the  meeting  of  said  board,  those  present 
mav  adjourn  from  dav  to  day  until  a  quorum  is  present.  (Code, 
s.  3153;  1879,  c.  139,  "s.  6.)    ^ 

Board  to  Keep  Record  of  Those  Licensed:  Such  board  shall 
keep  a  book  in  Avhich  shall  be  entered  the  names  and  proficiency 
of  all  persons  to  whom  certificates  may  be  granted  under  this 
chapter  and  the  date  of  granting  such  certificate,  and  the  book  so 
provided  shall  be  deemed  a  book  of  record,  and  a  transcript  of 
any  such  entry  therein,  certified  to  under  the  hand  of  the  secre- 
tary and  seal  of  the  North  Carolina  Dental  Society,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  in  any  court  when  the  same  shall  be  otherwise 
competent.     (Code,  s.  31.52 ;  1879,  c.  139,  s.  5.) 

Board  Grants  Certificates  to  Practice,  When:  Such  1)oard  shall 
grant  a  certificate  of  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  and  practice 
of  dentistry  to  all  applicants  who  shall  undergo  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination, and  wiio  shall  receive  a  majority  of  votes  of  said  board 
upon  such  a  pi'oficiency,  which  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the 
members  of  the  board  conducting  said  examination,  and  shall  bear 


the  seal  of  the  said  North  Carolina  Dental  Society:  Provided,  any 
person  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  at  any  time 
prior  to  the  regular  meeting  of  said  board  may  be  examined  by 
any  one  member  of  said  board,  and  if  competent  may  receive  a 
temporary  certificate,  which  shall  be  in  force  only  until  the  next 
regular  meeting,  and  no  member  of  said  board  shall  grant  a  tempo- 
rarv  certificate  a  second  time  to  the  same  pei'son.  (Code.  s.  3131; 
1870.  c.  139,  s.  4.) 

Must  Obtain  License  to  Practice:  No  person  sliall  engage  in 
the  practice  of  dentistry  who  has  not  graduated  at  a  re|)utable 
dental  school  and  who  has  not  obtained  a  certificate  from  a  board 
of  examiners  duly  authorized  and  appointed  in  accordance  with 
this  chaptei-.  Tlie  certificate  shall  be  registered  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  the  county  in  which  such  |)ers(tn 
proposes  to  practice.  The  failure  on  the  part  of  any  i)erson  hokl- 
ing  such  certificate  to  register  the  same  as  above  directed  for  a 
period  of  six  months  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  certificate;  no 
certificate  when  once  forfeited  shall  be  restored,  except  upon  the 
payment  to  said  board  of  examiners  of  the  sum  of  twentv-five  dol- 
lars as  a  penalty  for  such  failure;  such  penalty  to  go  to  the  school 
fund  of  tlie  county.  The  clerk's  fee  for  recording  such  certificate 
sliall  be  fifty  cent's.  (Code,  ss.  3148:  31.V):  1887,  c.  178,  ss.  1,  2; 
1891,  c.  251;  1879,  c.  139,  ss.  1,  8.  See  aenerallv,  State  v.  Hicks. 
143-689.) 

Constitutional  to  require  examinations:  State  v.  Call,  121-643; 
State  v.  Hicks,  143-689. 

The  granting  of  a  certificate  to  practice  dentistry  involves  mat- 
ters of  judgment  and  discretion  and  will  not  be  enforced  by  man- 
damus:    Ewbank  v.   Turner,  134-77. 

This  section  must  be  strictly  construed:     State  v.  Hicks  143-689. 

Fees  Charged  for  License:  In  order  to  provide  means  for  carry- 
ing out  and  maintaining  tlie  provisions  of  this  chapter  such  board 
of  examiners  may  charge  a  fee  of  ten  dollars  for  each  person  ap- 
plying for  a  certificate,  temporary  oi-  j^ermanent,  which  in  no  case 
shall  be  returned,  and  the  funds  so  derived  s;hall  be  placed  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  secretary  to  be  used  in  defraying  the  necessary  ex- 
penses in  conducting  the  meetings  of  said  board,  and  under  no 
circumstances  shall  anv  part  of  such  expense  come  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  State.     (1887,  c.  178,  s.  3.) 

Certain  Persons  Exempt:  This  chapter  shall  not  apply  to  any 
person  wlio  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  tiiis  State 
before  the  seventh  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and 
seventj'-nine  if  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight    hundred   and   ninety,   such   per.son   filed    a   verified 


statement  with  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  examiners  appointed 
by  tlie  state  dental  association  showing  his  name,  residence,  date 
of  diploma  or  license,  and  date  of  commencing  the  practice  of 
.h-ntistrv.  This  subchapter  shall  not  prevent  any  one  from  ex- 
tracting teeth.  (Code,  s.  3156;  1887,  c.  179,  ss.  4,  5;  1889,  c.  228; 
1879,  c.  139.)  This  section  constitutional;  must  be  strictlv  con- 
strued :     State  v.  Hicks,  143-689. 

The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  tlie  defendant  to  show  he  came  un- 
der provision  of  this  section,  and  in  the  absence  of  evidence  that 
he  practiced  dentistry  in  the  State  before  the  specified  time,  or 
liad  tiled  tlic  required  statement,  having  admitted  that  he  had  not, 
passed  the  re(iuisite  examination  or  received  the  certificate,  a  mo- 
tion to  quash  the  indictment  is  properly  refused:  Ibid. 

Time  for  tiling  the  statement  to  practice  dentistry  under  this 
section  is  not  for  the  essence  of  the  enactment;  by  a  present  com- 
pliance therewith  the  defendant  will  be  entitled  to  a  certificate 
to  be  registered  under  Revisal  section  4468,  and  thus  become  law- 
fully qualified  to  continue  the  practice  of  his  profession:  Ibid. 

Defendant  indicted  for  practicing  without  complying  with  sec- 
tion is  not  excused  because  designated  otlicers  failed  to  furnish 
him  witli  blanks:     Ibid. 

"Dentist"  Defined:  A  dentist  within  the  meaning  of  this  sub- 
cliaptei-  is  a  surgeon  limiting  liis  practice  to  diseases  of  the  teeth 
and  sucli  other  diseases  of  the  adjacent  parts  as  may  be  dependent 
uv>on  or  associated  with  said  diseases  of  the  teetii,  and  who  shall 
have  tlie  same  right  to  inescribe  drugs  or  medicines  or  perform 
such  surgical  operations  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  proper  treat- 
ruent  of  the  special  class  of  diseases  mentioned  as  is  now  enjoyed 
by  registered  physicians. 

(1907.  C.  431.)  A  dentist  is  not  a  surgeon  Avho  can  prescribe 
whiskey;     State  v.  McMinn.  118-12o9. 

Definition  of  "dentist"  or  "dental  surgeon"  j.vior  to  this  en- 
actment, see  Ibid. 

Dentists  Not  to  Prescribe  Certain  Poisons  in  Certain  Cases:  It 
shall  be  unlawful  for  any  practitioner  of  dentistry  to  prescribe 
anv  cocaine,  heroin,  alpha  or  beta,  eucaine,  opium,  morphine  or 
any  salt  or  compound  of  any  of  the  foregoing  substances  or  then- 
salts  or  compounds  for  any  i)erson  not  under  his  treatment  in  the 
i-egnlar  practice  of  liis  profession.      (190(,  c.    f  s.  2.) 
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